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WILL RAIN WIN? Softball fi nals, North Half baseball face wet weather threat. 

Quite an affair

Two festivals in DeSoto County highlight 

the weekend calendar for the next couple 

of  weeks, starting Saturday with the annu-

al Olive Branch Mayfest. 

It will be the 19th annual gathering in the 

Olive Branch Old Towne district and opens 

with the fi fth annual 5K run/walk event 

that begins about 8 a.m. that morning. 

The Olive Branch Old Towne Association 

hosts Mayfest, which will be from 10 a.m.-4 

p.m. on Saturday, primarily centered on 

Pigeon Roost in the historic center of  Olive 

Branch. There will be free kids’ events, 

vendors and food during the daylong event. 

The scene shifts to Hernando on Satur-

day, May 18 for the 46th annual A’Fair in 

Hernando, with the historic Courthouse 

square buzzing with arts, crafts and food 

vendors, and much more, said Rachel Cook 

of  the Optimist Club of  Hernando, which 

has hosted the event since 1993.  

Cook said the name A’Fair had nothing 

to do with an “affair,” but rather because 

those behind it wanted to be sure the event 

got a prime spot on a list of  similar events.  

“The reason it was named A’Fair was 

because there was a listing some organiza-

tion put out of  all of  the fairs and festivals 

in Mississippi, done in alphabetical order,” 

Cook explained. “Organizers wanted 

A’Fair to be listed fi rst, so that’s why it is 

called A’Fair.”

Not only is A’Fair an activity where 

friends can meet friends on a weekend, 

but Cook said it is a prime fundraiser for a 

group that works to help children.  

“A’Fair is our only fundraiser, so all of  

the funds that we raise through this event 

go to support children in various areas in 

our community,” Cook said. 

The arts and crafts become a prime 

attraction for the event, with Cook observ-

ing that more people are looking for items 

handmade and not found in “big box” 

stores.  

Woman 
accused  

of stealing 
mail truck

DeSoto County authorities 

have in custody a woman 

accused of taking a U.S. Postal 

Service mail vehicle in Mem-

phis and driving it into South-

aven, where authorities caught 

up with and arrested her.

Southaven police offi cials 

said they were informed by 

Memphis police and the Postal 

Service that one of its vehicles 

had been stolen along Florida 

Street in Memphis Tuesday. 

Information indicated that the 

vehicle was in the Southaven 

vicinity and offi cers were alert-

ed with a “BOLO,” or be on the 

lookout alert for it.

A Southaven police offi cer 

saw the vehicle about 2 p.m. 

Tuesday afternoon eastbound 

on Goodman Road and heading 

toward Tchulahoma Road. The 

offi cer, with others who served 

as his backup, was able to get 

the vehicle to stop and the 

driver was arrested without 

incident.

Kyla Spears, age 20 of Mem-

phis, was brought to Southaven 

police headquarters and later 

taken to the DeSoto County 

Adult Detention Center in Her-

nando, where she is being held. 

Bond had not been set in the 

case, as of Tuesday evening.

Spears is charged with 

receiving stolen property and a 

May 15 court date has been set. 

The vehicle was returned to 

the Postal Service.

Mayfest, A’Fair mean fun weekends ahead

Suspect sought in Southaven shooting
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‘Organizers wanted A’Fair to be 
listed fi rst, so that’s why it is 

called A’Fair.’

Rachel Cook,
Hernando A’Fair organizer
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Visitors look over the items available for sale at one of the vendors during a recent Hernando A’Fair. The 46th annual festival will be May 18 

on the Courthouse square. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Police in Southaven say they are continuing to 
search for a suspect in regards to an April shooting 
that wounded one person. 

The suspect being sought is Keith Kent, age 19 of 
Southaven. According to authorities, Kent is wanted in 
connection with the April 24 shooting that took place 
that evening in the 8000 block of Elmbrook Drive. 

Five others have already been arrested and two 

have been charged with attempted murder. They are 
identifi ed as Toney Hughes, age 18 and Wendel Mc-
Cray, age 20, both of Southaven. They are both in the 
DeSoto County Adult Detention Center in Hernando 
on $250,000 bond. 

Three others charged were identifi ed as Kendarrious 
Reed, age 19 of Southaven, Daniel Stitts, age 18 of Horn 
Lake, and Thomas Chandler, age 18. 

The trio have been charged with conspiracy to com-
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