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Running for reading

DeSoto County becomes awash with run-

ning events in both the fall and the spring. 

While giving the runners their chance for 

exercise and to cut down personal times, 

the events are usually meant to raise funds 

for meaningful purposes. 

While most race events are five-kilo-

meters in length, or 3.11 miles, the Water 

Tower 10K in Hernando becomes one of  

the very few events to double that and plot 

a 10-kilometer (6.22 mile) course for the 

runners to challenge.  

This year’s Oct. 12 race also provided the 

meaningful purpose of  early childhood 

literacy some additional money for the 

Hernando Excel By 5 program, said race 

organizer Gia Matheny, the city’s Commu-

nity Development Director.  

The local Excel By 5 Dolly Parton Imagi-

nation Library program is where the race 

proceeds go.  

“It started with about 80-some-odd people 

10 years ago and we had 480 this week who 

registered,” Matheny said. “We increased 

by about 100 people this year and we hope 

to increase it by another 100 next year.”

Not only did the run provide money for 

that program, which provides children up 

to age five books to read on a regular basis 

until they enter kindergarten, Matheny 

Friday 
shooting 

forces 
lockdown

An off-campus incident near 

a trio of Southaven schools 

caused a brief lockdown of the 

schools last Friday afternoon. 

An argument between two 

men who were believed to be 

brothers led to one person be-

ing shot and another man put 

in custody.

In response to the shooting 

on Idlebrook Cove in South-

aven, near Southaven High 

School, Middle School and Ele-

mentary School, the campuses’ 

exterior doors were locked on 

the advice of the police depart-

ment while they sought the 

shooting suspect.

A spokeswoman for the 

school district said the doors 

to the schools were reopened 

about 35 minutes later, or 

sometime after 3 p.m. Classes 

remained in session as per 

usual while officers searched 

for the shooting suspect, who 

was caught and placed in 

custody. The victim was taken 

to Regional One in Memphis in 

critical condition.

Neither suspect or victim 

have been identified.  

Parents of children who at-

tend the schools were informed 

by the school district shortly 

after the schools were first 

informed of what happened.

“School officials were noti-

fied by the Southaven Police 
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The east side of the DeSo-

to County Visitors Center 

showed the damage sus-

tained when a tire from a 

passing 18-wheel semi-trailer 

truck fell off, caught fire and 

entered a window, setting 

the center’s building ablaze 

on Oct. 20. The late night fire 

has caused the Visitors Cen-

ter to be closed indefinitely 

until cleanup and repairs are 

made.

DeSoto County Visitors Center damaged by fire
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Runners leave the starting line of the Hernando Water Tower 10K road race on Oct. 12. Nearly 500 participants took part in the 6.22 mile run 

held for the 10th time in the DeSoto County seat. Proceeds benefit the Hernando Excel By 5 Dolly Parton Imagination Library literacy program. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

So how’s business?
If you’re a business owner, we know you probably hear this phrase often. But at Guaranty Bank, we truly want to know the answer. 

Because at the end of the day, good business moves people. Stop by a Guaranty Branch today or visit gbtonline.com

The DeSoto County Visitors Center, 
located next to the Landers Center in 
Southaven, is closed until further notice 
due to a fire that burned part of  the 
building late Sunday night, Oct. 20. The 
Visitors Center is the main offices of  
DeSoto County Tourism and is also lo-

cated next to the County Veterans Park.
DeSoto County Tourism Executive 

Director Kim Terrell said the right front 
tire of  a passing 18-wheel semi-trailer 
truck on southbound I-55 fell off, caught 
fire, bounced through a window and set 
a section of  the Visitors Center ablaze.

The fire was centered in a workroom 
on the east side of  the facility, damaged 
the workroom and two adjoining offices. 
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Race event benefits early childhood literacy

SEE RUNNING FOR READING, P2
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‘‘Although the main goal is to 
raise funds and awareness to 
early literacy throughout our 

Imagination Library, it also is a 
great opportunity for people to 
get to come and visit Hernando 

and spend time here over the 
weekend.’’

Gia Matheny, Water Tower 10K organizer


