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BIG HIT! JUCO baseball players receive state and national honors. P6

Making a statement

Leaders of  two organizations leading 

a town hall meeting in Hernando Mon-

day night believe the treatment of  public 

education by the Mississippi legislature 

in the waning days of  the 2019 session was 

deplorable. 

Nancy Loome of  the Parents’ Campaign 

and Oleta Fitzgerald of  the Children’s 

Defense Fund discussed the issue and an-

swered questions from about 40 people who 

came to the Gale Center.

Loome is the executive director of  the 

effort to serve as watchdog on legislative 

issues affecting Mississippi public educa-

tion. Fitzgerald is the Southern Regional 

Director of  the national organization that 

seeks to be a voice for all the children of  

America and educates about the needs of  

children.

A wide-ranging cross section of  people 

heard from Loome and Fitzgerald, ranging 

from a recent high school graduate set to 

pursue a teaching career, to educators, 

school administrators, activists and legis-

lative candidates.  

The consensus of  those who spoke out 

was that a certain few run the dealings 

both in the House and Senate chambers 

and most local lawmakers, and thus their 

citizens, don’t have a voice.

Much of  the commentary centered on 

that, as well as the teacher pay raise issue 

and the addition of  private school vouch-

ers in the waning days of  the session.  

Loome calls the upcoming August pri-

mary election and the November general 

election “critical” to public education in 

Mississippi.  

“Our teachers and our children deserve 

the full support of  our elected offi cials,” 

Loome said. “To some degree that has been 

lacking the last few years. Rank and fi le 

legislators are also frustrated. They want 

Bostick, 
McGan 

force 
Horn Lake

run off
Voters in Horn Lake’s Ward 

3 will be asked to return to the 

voting booth in early July to 

decide who will represent them 

as their next alderman.

In a special election Tuesday, 

voters were asked to choose 

between four candidates, and 

with the number of hopefuls on 

the ballot, it was likely a runoff 

would be needed to determine 

a winner.

Jackie Bostick earned the 

most votes in Tuesday’s contest 

with 65, followed by Linda Mc-

Gan with 42. Likeeva Grainger 

fi nished third with 29 votes 

and Kerry Rakestraw was 

fourth with 15.

“It’s been a good experience,” 

McGan said about running 

for a spot on the board. “We’re 

going to go out and talk to more 

people.”

“It’s been like answered 

prayer,” Bostick said about 

his high fi nish in the election. 

“We’ve had a lot of support, and 

they came out to vote.”

With 151 total votes, no candi-

date received a solid 50 percent 

plus one vote majority that 

would have avoided the runoff 

election to be held on July 2.

The winner will take the seat 

that was formerly held by Tim 

Smith, before he retired from 

the board on April 30.

Activists hear frustration from educators 

Bob Bakken|DTT

DeSoto County Schools 
Chief Financial Offi  cer 

Stacey Graves explains 
the Fiscal Year 2020 

budget proposal during 
a special meeting of the 

school board Tuesday. 
The board will consider 
adoption of the budget 

at its June 20 meeting 
in Hernando.

Budget proposal presented to DCS school board
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‘The leadership knew that if rank-
and-fi le legislators had an oppor-

tunity to vote on that and knew 
what they were voting on, they 
wouldn’t pass that legislation.’

Nancy Loome, Parents’ Campaign
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Nancy Loome (left)  of the Parents’ Campaign answers questions after a Town Hall  meeting on public education and the Legislature at the Gale 
Center in Hernando Monday night. Activists believe legislative leaders mistreated public education in the recent session at the State Capitol.
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Join Us for Our Southaven 
Groundbreaking Ceremony

Tuesday, June 18th • 10:30 a.m.

6030 Getwell Road, Southaven gbtonline.com

Parking available north of site:  

Enter through Gate 1 at Snowden Grove Park

located on Getwell Road in front of Snowden House

DeSoto County School District (DCS) 
Board of Education members have 
heard the district’s budget request for 
Fiscal Year 2020, and district offi cials 
were quick to say that Mississippi’s 
largest public school district will not 
be asking for additional millage in the 
coming year.  

“The main thing the public needs 

to know is that we are not requesting 
an increase in ad valorem for next 
year,” said DCS Chief Financial Offi cer 
Stacey Graves. “We are excited about 
the teacher pay raise and the teacher 
assistant’s pay raise. It’s been a very 
long time in coming for the teachers 
and teacher assistants. DeSoto County 
Schools once again remains focused on 
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