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NOMINATED! DCS athletics leader Jenkins fi nalist for national award. P6

Crystal Ball

As volunteers from the Crystal Ball 

gathered around a horse-drawn carriage 

that looks as if it could have carried 

Cinderella to the ball, their sights were 

set on welcoming a Hollywood princess 

to the glittering affair, set for tonight at 

the Arena at Southaven.

Meridian native Sela Ward and ac-

claimed actress of stage and screen will 

greet the large gathering of Mid-South-

erners, expected to top last year’s nearly 

overfl ow crowd, as this year’s “Star of 

Hope’ recipient.

The Emmy award-winning actress 

has had powerful roles in both fi lm 

and television, including her recent big 

screen portrayal of the President of the 

United States in “Independence Day 

Resurgence.”

She currently stars as ‘Margaret 

Graves’ opposite Nick Nolte on the EPIX 

original series, “Graves.”

Ward won “Best Actress” at the Emmy 

Awards for her breakthrough perfor-

mance in “Sisters” and her work in 

“Once and Again.”

In her native Mississippi, Ward found-

ed Hope Village for Children to provide a 

safe haven and an alternative to the tra-

ditional foster care system. She has also 

been the driving force in establishing 

the Mississippi Artists and Entertainers 

Experience in Meridian, which is expect-

ed to open in spring 2018.

Four local Community Stars will also 

be honored at the fundraiser to aid more 

Memphis 
man arrested  

for S’haven 
bank robbery

Southaven Police Thursday 

morning arrested a Memphis 

man in connection with the 

robbery of a Trustmark Bank 

location. 

Marvin D. Webb, age 51 of 

Memphis, has been charged 

with one count of robbery of a 

business. 

Webb was arrested after a 

suspect entered the Trustmark 

Bank location at Airways and 

Goodman Road shortly before 

9:30 a.m. Thursday morning. 

Police said they were told the 

suspect was wearing bright col-

ored clothing and shorts. 

During the investigation, it 

was determined that someone 

fi tting the description was at 

the nearby Comfort Inn and 

Suites on Moore Drive.  

Offi cers, along with deputies 

from the DeSoto County Sher-

iff’s Department and DeSoto 

County Constables secured and 

started to search the lodging 

facility, eventually fi nding the 

suspect, Webb, inside. 

Webb was taken into custody 

without incident, police report. 

No one was hurt in the incident 

and there was no indication 

of how much money may have 

been taken in the robbery.  

Police also reported no weap-

on was displayed or used in the 

course of the robbery attempt. 

Gala aff air honors volunteers who impact communities

Courtesy photo

This depicts the condition of 

one of the rural DeSoto County 

roads in the Lewisburg area that 

members of the school district’s 

transportation team came upon 

Thursday afternoon. Offi  cials 

estimated more than half of the 

roads in the Lewisburg atten-

dance zone were unsafe for buses 

to travel and similar conditions 

were found throughout the 

countywide school district.

Bryant declares emergency for closed schools

SEE CRYSTAL BALL, P2

‘I must say that I am amazed 
and impressed with the Commu-

nity Foundation. We have seen 
them support a wide number of 
nonprofi ts and local volunteers 

who have a passion for their 
community and put so much of 
themselves into making their 

communities better.’

Emily Johnson, co-chairCrystal Ball
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Patrick Johnson and wife Emily, co-chairpersons of the 18th annual Crystal Ball, along with volunteers Hayley Perkins, Kelly Adkins and 

Judy Pickle, gather around a Cinderella-like carriage at the gala aff air set for tonight at the Southaven Arena.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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transportation team came upon 

were found throughout the 

countywide school district.

DeSoto County Schools Supt. Cory 
Uselton said Friday he was optimistic 
his district’s attendance centers would 
be back in session Monday after having 
been forced to close the past week due to 
ice and snowy weather. 

Meanwhile, the leader of  Mississippi’s 
largest school district received some 
good news at the state level about not 

having to meet the state’s requirement 
of  180 days to complete a school year.  

During the week, Uselton, other dis-
trict superintendents in North Missis-
sippi and area legislators reached out 
to Gov. Phil Bryant and state Education 
Department Supt. Dr. Carey Wright 
regarding the state mandate. 

Late Friday morning, Bryant declared 
a State of  Emergency for those school 

SEE EMERGENCY, P2
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BOB BAKKEN  is Staff  Writer and may be 

contacted at 662-429-6397, Ext. 240. 


