
For nearly a half-century, 

Hubert Jones has committed 

to helping protect the city 

of Hernando from fires and 

other life-threatening emer-

gencies.  

Tuesday, Jones left his 

office for the last time as the 

city’s fire chief, completing a 

47-year firefighting career, 27 

of which have been served as 

the department’s fire chief.  

With Jones’ retirement, 

Hernando officials now start 

the search for a new leader 

of the fire department, said 

Mayor Tom Ferguson, who 

has known Jones for most of 

the mayor’s life.  

“We have posted the posi-

tion internally,” Ferguson 

said. “We should start inter-

views in the next week or so. 

We’ll be absent a chief for 

now but I have confidence in 

our deputy chief and he’ll do a 

good job in the meantime.”

Deputy fire chief Marshel 

Berry will oversee the depart-

ment in the interim until a 

new fire chief is named. 

When Jones first started 

fighting fires, those serving 

the city did so as volunteers. 

When he and his wife moved 

to Hernando from Memphis, 

his first try at being on the 

department failed because he 

was too young, not even age 

21.  

However, Jones later joined 

the force as a matter of con-

venience… for those already 

there.

“In October in 1973, all of 

them would go deer hunting 

between October and March,” 

Jones said. “They conned me 

into being a volunteer then 

because I would be in town so 

there would be somebody in 

town to fight fires while they 

went deer hunting.  I actually 

got voted on the department 

in March 1974 when they had 

the next election.”

It was a relative of some 

of his young friends in high 

school who first wanted Jones 

to get into public service as a 

member of the Memphis Fire 

Department.    

“When I graduated out of 

high school I had two friends 

and their uncle was on the 

Memphis Police Department,” 

Jones explained. “He wanted 

me to get on the Memphis 

Fire Department because his 

two nephews were on there 

and we ran around together.” 

Jones was a 1970 graduate 

DeSoto Tımes-TrıbuneDeSoto Tımes-Trıbune
Thursday, July  2,  2020                                                                                                              VOL 124  ISSUE  104                                                                                                               $1.50

OPINION  4

LIFE 5

OBITS                                                    5

SPORTS 7

CLASSIFIEDS  10

desototimestribune.com

662-403-9380
2342 Hwy., 51 North

NESBIT, MS 38651

The Mississippi state f lag is no 

more. In a private ceremony at the 

Governor’s Mansion on Tuesday, Gov. 

Tate Reeves signed a bill into law that 

officially retires the f lag. Doing so was 

the final step in committing the f lag, 

which was adopted in 1894 and fea-

tured the Confederate battle emblem, 

to the annals of history. 

“I know there are people of good-

will who are not happy to see this 

f lag change,” Reeves said in a speech 

before signing the bill. “They fear a 

chain reaction of events erasing our 

history — a history that is no doubt 

complicated and imperfect. I under-

stand those concerns and am deter-

mined to protect Mississippi from that 

dangerous outcome.”

Many who supported the f lags re-

moval also support the relocation or 

removal of Confederate monuments. 

Reeves took time in his speech to sep-

arate that movement from lawmakers’ 
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Fighting fires for 47 years

Hernando fire chief 
retires after nearly 

half a century

Experts say 
shutdown
needed to
curb crisis

Bob Bakken|DTT

Hernando Mayor Tom Ferguson congratulates Hernando Fire Chief Hu-

bert Jones on his retirement. Jones retired Tuesday after serving the city 

of Hernando for 47 years, 27 of which as its fire chief. 

Flagless
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County
infections 
at tipping 
point

Desoto County is one of 25 

Mississippi counties at a red 

COVID risk level, according to 

data released by Harvard Global 

Health Institute. This level in-

dicates that stay-at-home orders 

are necessary to prevent the 

spread of the virus from spiral-

ing out of control. 

Mississippi has the third-high-

est rate of daily new cases, 25.4 

per 100,000 people, according to 

the study’s COVID Risk Level 

Map. This puts the state only be-

hind Florida’s 29.1 and Arizona’s 

42.2 average. 

Stark increases in cases have 

marked the last week in the fight 

against COVID-19 in Mississippi 

and in DeSoto County.  

As of Wednesday, new positive 

cases of coronavirus in DeSoto 

County had grown by 80 in the 

past two days and now stand at 

1,373, making DeSoto County 

the Mississippi location with 

the second-highest number of 

coronavirus positive cases, after 

Hinds County with 2,152. 

They are part of a total 

number of cases in Mississippi 

that have reached 27,900 as of 

Wednesday, a two-day increase 

of 1,333. 

Sadly, DeSoto County also 

saw another death reported as a 

result of the virus, increasing to 

16 the number of those from the 

county who have succumbed to 

the effects of COVID-19 since the 

Aside from the neighborhood 

variety of fireworks that have 

already started firing off around 

DeSoto County as the Fourth 

of July approaches, the official 

sparkling and resonating lighted 

celebrations of Independence Day 

in the county this year will be 

more muted than in past years.  

The coronavirus pandemic has 

forced DeSoto County cities to 

sharply consider and reconsider 

whether to hold city celebrations.  

Hernando, Horn Lake, and 

Olive Branch officials have de-

cided they would not hold official 

Fourth of July events this year, 

believing it would be difficult to 

Fireworks 
put on hold
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As cases soar, a new 

Harvard model is 

urging DeSoto County 

to enact a stay-at-

home order, saying 

the community is at a 

“tipping point.” Data 

from the Mississippi 

State Department of 

Health and The New 

York Times
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