
DeSoto County teachers late last week 

gathered together, knowing they were 

going to get something they had asked for, 

something that they feel will help their 

classrooms achieve more.  

The gathered instructors also knew ex-

actly they were receiving and likely were 

as excited as a child about to find out what 

Santa had brought them for Christmas. 

The gifts were checks, money they 

had applied for from the DeSoto County 

Economic Development Council’s (EDC) 

Foundation for Excellence in Education, as 

part of  the Foundation’s annual Classroom 

Teacher Grant Program.  

In all, this year’s grants to instructors 

in DeSoto County Schools, Northpoint 

Christian School, Sacred Heart School, the 

DeSoto County Alternative Center, and the 

DeSoto County Juvenile Detention Center, 

all totaled $51,251.61 for 117 grants. The 

number was a slight drop from last year, 

when about $58,000 in grant awards were 

given to 113 teachers. 

Tori Farmer, a geometry instructor at 

DeSoto Central High School, received her 

grant entitled, “Incorporating math ma-

nipulatives in order to broaden students’ 

visual and spatial sense.”  

“Geometry is the one mathematical 

course where students are able to use 

the algebra that they have already mas-

tered for real world application,” Farmer 

said. “Even though spatial reasoning is 

something most students master early in 

life, some still struggle without concrete 

application.”

There is an application process that 

teachers must submit, describing how they 

plan to use the funds if  successful. The 

BUSINESS 3

OPINION                                               4

PUZZLES/OBITUARIES 5

SPORTS 6

CLASSIFIEDS                                     9

A R E A  D E AT H S  |  PAGE 5
Alice “Nana” Reed, 63
Jerrol “JD”Hunsucker, 78

Robert “Eddie” Watson, 66
Kathy Truss, 75

desototimestribune.com

2342 Hwy, 51 North
NESBIT, MS 38651

Thanks for helping

Pair faces 
murder 
charges 
in child’s 

death

A Memphis couple is in the 

DeSoto County Adult Detention 

Center in Hernando, charged 

with murder in the September 

death of a young child found in 

a Southaven hotel.

According to Police Major 

Wayne Perkins, the murder 

charges have been filed against 

18-year-old Kentavia Tadae 

Chapman, and her 37-year-

old boyfriend Pierre Rapheal 

Jarrell.

The charges filed on Tues-

day, Nov. 19, came to address 

a case dating back to Sept. 25 

of this year. That was when a 

13-month-old child was found 

dead at the Southern Inn and 

Suites, located at 8945 Hamil-

ton Road, off I-55 and Stateline 

in Southaven. 

The pair initially were 

charged with felony child 

abuse and Jarrell was also 

charged with two counts of fel-

ony possession of a controlled 

substance with the intent to 

distribute.  

The Tuesday arrests fol-

lowed the results of toxicology 

tests from the Mississippi 

Forensic Laboratory on the 

young victim. With those 

results, police were able to up-

grade the charges against the 
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State Rep.-elect Hester Jack-

son-McCray, whose election 

by 14 votes over incumbent 

District 40 State Hours Rep. 

Ashley Henley was certified 

by the County Election Com-

mission. Jackson-McCray be-

comes the first African-Amer-

ican state legislator to serve 

a district in DeSoto County. 

Jackson-McCray wins District 40 House seat
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DeSoto Central High School geometry instructor Tori Farmer helps a student with a problem during a recent class. Farmer’s grant from the 

Foundation for Excellence in Education will help “incorporate math manipulative, in order to broaden students’ visual and spatial sense.”
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The most closely-contested race in the 
Nov. 5 general election has been decided 
with the DeSoto County Election Com-
mission certifying the House District 40 
vote between Republican state Rep. Ash-
ley Henley and Democratic challenger 
Hester Jackson-McCray.

Jackson-McCray was determined to 

be the victor in the race, outpolling the 
incumbent House member Henley by a 
14-vote margin, 1,553 to 1,539. 

Not only does the outcome oust an 
incumbent member of  the House, but 
it also means that Jackson-McCray, age 
58, becomes the first African-Ameri-
can state representative from DeSoto 
County.  
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Teachers get extra financial boost to help excite learning
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