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RAIN GO AWAY! Leaks halt Monday Hustle game;  prep playoffs ahead. P6

Honored for service

For the past week, from schools, to hospi-

tals, and city governments, in many ways, 

DeSoto County residents have paused to 

reflect and remember the servicemen and 

women, past and present, who have fought 

to defend our country.  

Many schools through the county held, 

or still plan to hold, programs that honor 

all branches of  the Armed Services. 

One such program was at Olive Branch 

Middle School, where an appreciation pro-

gram was held, inviting veterans to come 

and be recognized.  

One part of  the program was a slide 

show done to music that featured photos of  

those from the school connected by either 

serving, or having family members served 

in the military. Middle school principal 

Kris Perkins was one such veteran, still 

active as a member of  the Arkansas Army 

National Guard. 

The student body and audience also 

heard from Vernon Jackson, who was ac-

tive in the Vietnam War in 1966-67. Jackson 

was the featured speaker for the students 

and guests.  

“To our veterans today, I say, ‘Keep your 

head up,’” Jackson said. “Students, be that 

conquistador, that conqueror, that person 

that does not give up, but will strive for the 

best. Take advantage of  every opportunity 

that you have and give a hand to those who 

are in need.”

Jackson explained that, while the Viet-

nam conflict was not popular at home, he 

and others who took part felt it was import-

ant to fight the good fight, regardless of  

how publicly unpopular it might be.  

“We all served because we felt it was our 

opportunity to serve our country,” said 

Jackson. “Sometimes we find veterans 

who are on the street or disabled, suffering 

Court 
decision 

supports 
murder 

conviction

An Olive Branch man has lost 

an appeal of his murder convic-

tion, dating back to his involve-

ment in the death of a man seven 

years ago. 

Charles Dalton Shoemake was 

17 years old in 2012 when he and 

his friend Nicholas Walker killed 

21-year-old Paul Victor in Olive 

Branch. Shoemake was accused 

of strangling Walker with an 

extension cord after Walker beat 

him up. The pair then took the 

body to Shelby Farms in Mem-

phis, dumped it off there and set 

the body on fire. The action start-

ed with a dispute over money, 

investigators said.  

Two years later, Shoemake 

pleaded guilty to murder and was 

sentenced in  DeSoto County Cir-

cuit Court to life without parole. 

About two years ago, through 

his attorneys, Shoemake filed 

for post-conviction relief, as they 

maintained that a life without 

parole sentence was excessive to 

Shoemake as a child, if the child 

can be rehabilitated. Their basis 

was a U.S. Supreme Court ruling 

to that effect. The attorneys 

asked that the life without parole 

sentence be vacated, set aside 

or corrected because the wrong 

legal standard was applied on 

that basis.  

DeSoto County pauses to remember its veterans
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Two Northwest DeSoto 

Center students help in 

plantings at the Hernan-

do DeSoto River Park on 

Friday, Nov. 8. The science 

department worked with 

the DeSoto County Board 

of Supervisors in a beauti-

fication project at the park 

along the Mississippi River 

west of Lake Cormorant. 

County, students landscape River Park
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‘We all served because we felt 
it was our opportunity to serve 

our country.’

Vernon Jackson, 
Vietnam veteran
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Members of the Olive Branch High School Marine Corps JROTC bring the colors forward for the National Anthem at Olive Branch Middle 

School on Friday, Nov. 8. The middle school hosted veterans and held a program in their honor as part of DeSoto County’s recognition of 

Veterans Day. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

It’s called a “hidden gem,” tucked 
away in the far reaches of DeSoto Coun-
ty. The Hernando DeSoto River Park 
west of Lake Cormorant is home to a 
shelter in front of the lapping waters of 
the Mississippi River and other ameni-
ties for residents and visitors to come 
watch ships travel Ol’ Man River while 

enjoying the beautiful scenery and 
stunning sunsets with the river as its 
foreground. 

The 41-acre Hernando DeSoto River 
Park is the county’s only public access 
to the Mississippi River and is open 
daily from just before sunrise to just 
after sunset.  

While the scenery is beautiful in and 
of itself, the “hidden gem” is becoming 

SEE RIVER PARK, P2
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