
With billions of dollars in 
federal funding on the line, you 
might soon find a census worker 
knocking on your door.

DeSoto County currently has 
the highest U.S. Census response 
rate in the state, 70.5%. This 
puts the county well ahead of the 
state’s 58.6% response rate as well 
as the national average of 64.5%. 
Though the county’s numbers are 
high comparatively, this is still 
no cause for celebration. 

 “If the Census were to end 
today, the county would lose 

$2.9 Billion over 10 years. That’s 
$2.9 Billion less for schools, fire 
departments, roads, food stamps, 
and health clinics,” said Christie 
Barclay, Community Resource 
Director for the county Board of 
Supervisors. 

Eighteen individuals in the 

DeSoto County Schools dis-

trict have tested positive for 

COVID-19 in the first week of 

school, according to an an-

nouncement from the district. 

10 students and eight faculty 

members tested positive across 

the largest school district in the 

state.

Following potential exposure 

to an infected person, 139 stu-

dents were quarantined.

The district added that some 

schools could have no confirmed 

students cases but still quaran-

tine students because of contact 

with an employee.

“Since DeSoto County Schools 

has the largest student enroll-

ment in the state, the number of 

positive cases was lower than 

many people expected,” Uselton 

said. “However, we must all con-

tinue to pay attention to school 

procedures in order to minimize 

the risk of COVID-19 transmis-

sion on campus and to keep the 

number of quarantined students 

as low as possible.”

The numbers released by the 

district do not include private 

schools in the county or students 

who are quarantined by the 

Mississippi State Department of 

Health for situations unrelated 

to schools.

There is one positive case of 

COVID-19 at DeSoto Central 

Middle School, one at Hernando 

High School, one at Oak Grove 

Central Elementary School, two 

at Lewisburg Middle School, 

one at Lewisburg Elementary 

School, two at Lewisburg Prima-

ry School and two at Southaven 

The Hernando Police 

Department and Mississippi 

Attorney General’s office an-

nounced on Aug. 21 the com-

pletion of an investigation 

dubbed “Operation Masked 

Justice” that resulted in the 

arrest of 23 suspected child 

predators.

These individuals were ei-

ther soliciting minors for sex 

or asking them to produce 

child pornography, according 

to a statement from Attorney 

General Lynn Fitch. 

Investigators with the 

Hernando Police Department 

have been conducting under-

cover operations related to 

the investigation for several 

months. Investigators from 

the Cyber Crime Division 

of the Mississippi Attorney 

General’s Office worked 

alongside HPD to apprehend 

seven of the 23 suspects over 

a three-day period. At least 

13 of the 23 suspects were 

arrested in Mississippi. 

The suspects, ranging in 

age from 23 to 59 years old, 

traveled within Mississippi 

as well as the neighboring 

states of Arkansas, Louisi-

Alex Grisanti loves his food truck. 

There isn’t much room inside — it’s 

packed with prep tables and two ovens. 

Even with the windows open, it really gets 

hot in the summer heat. 

It’s clear that he loves what he does 

when he interacts with customers or puts 

a pie in the oven, but he’s ready to return 

to the thing that made the Grisanti name 

famous over 100 years ago: restaurants. 

Alex, the owner of 9 Dough 1 pizza truck 

and the former Elfo’s in Memphis, is 

opening Elfo Grisanti’s in Southaven next 

month, with a double-sided storefront that 

will feature a takeout pizza shop next to a 

classy fine dining restaurant. 

At the center of the store sits a $100,000 

massive red pizza oven the size of a car, 

and human-sized stand mixers to match. 

The kitchen in the back connects to the 

restaurant on the other side, where Alex 

is already planning his classy black-and-

white decor centered around an old pho-

tograph of his grandfather’s liquor store, 

Elfo’s Liquors. 

Named for his grandfather and his son, 

Alex’s newest endeavor combines the fast-

paced convenience of his pizza truck with 

the swanky, upscale charm of the restau-

rants that have been in his family for gen-

erations. Alex plans to open the takeout 

pizza side of Elfo’s later next month. 

9 Dough 1, which Alex and his wife 

Kim opened three years ago, is parked 

in front of what will soon be the new 

Elfo’s. Each day, Alex is inside the hot 
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County leads state in census responses

23 alleged 
child 
predators 
charged

139 students 
quarantined 
after first 
week at DCS
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BY WILL STRIBLING

BY ERIN KILLION

Grisanti’s restaurant return

The legendary Grisanti family to open a restaurant in Southaven

Over $2 billion in 
federal funding
still on the line 

Erin Killion | DTT

Federal, state and 
local authorities 

conclude months-
long sting operation
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Behind the front lines

Courtesy: United States Census Bureau
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Working in radiology is more than 

just a job for Amberlee Palmer — it’s 

where she found her family.

See page 6 for full story


