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Extra eyes

For patients at a DeSoto County hospi-

tal who need intensive care, a new pro-

gram is providing an extra set of eyes to 

monitor them, even if a bedside manner 

is not immediately available.

This past week, Baptist Memorial Hos-

pital-DeSoto in Southaven went live with 

a new telehealth service for its intensive 

care unit.  Baptist-DeSoto and the hospi-

tal’s corporate system have tapped into 

a growing technological trend to greater 

assist its patients and staff members.  

The monitoring technology used at 

Baptist-DeSoto is called TeleGuardian. 

Specially trained ICU nurses assigned 

to all but two of the Baptist Memori-

al Health Care Corporation facilities 

constantly and remotely monitor patient 

conditions and vital signs from the cor-

porate Telehealth Center in Memphis. 

When something that needs immediate 

attention happens, the corporate ICU 

nurses can alert the Baptist-DeSoto unit 

to the need for assistance. 

At the same time, when a critical care 

patient is being attended to, the Tele-

health Center nurse “takes over” the 

monitoring of other patients in the unit, 

so no one is left unattended.  

Another opportunity, according to Rob 

Smith, RN, ICU Nurse Manager at Bap-

tist-DeSoto, comes in how a Telehealth 

Center nurse can step in to speak with 

a patient and the family to describe and 

provide important information about 

the patient’s situation and treatment 

through a camera and monitor in the 

patient’s room.   

“One of the core functions of a regis-

tered nurse is to educate,” Smith said. 

“To do proper education, it really takes 

Upgrades 
set for 
U.S. 51

U.S. Highway 51 is getting 

a long awaited make-over, 

according to offi cials with the 

Waggoner Engineering fi rm, 

headquartered in Hernando.

The $1.4 million Local Public 

Agency Project, administered 

through the U.S. Department 

of Transportation by way of 

the Mississippi Department of 

Transportation will include 

two turning lanes at U.S. 

Highway 51 at Robinson Street 

along with a fully functional 

traffi c light, in addition to full 

signalization of the traffi c light 

at U.S. Hwy. 51 and Pleasant 

Hill Road in Nesbit.

Lane improvements are also 

planned at Pleasant Hill Road 

and U.S. Highway 51 in Nesbit.

Collins Simpson with Wag-

goner Engineering said the 

turning lanes at Robinson and 

51 will help ease traffi c fl ow.

Tracy Huffman, project 

engineer with Waggoner Engi-

neering, said the funds for the 

project are designated through 

the Memphis Metropolitan 

Planning Organization.

“It’s 100 percent federal fund-

ed since it’s for traffi c relief,” 

Huffman said.

“We’ll have turning lanes in 

every direction at Pleasant Hill 

Road and U.S. 51,” Huffman 

said. “We’re doing an addition-

al lane in the right, eastbound 

lane to Interstate 55 to relieve 

Baptist-DeSoto provides new telehealth service

Bob Bakken|DTT

From left, DeSoto Central 

High School students 

Sydney Sides, Jio Harris, 

Riley Storck, Zach Kieff -

ner, Kamryn Conner and 

Connar Gardner made up 

the group that organized 

and fi lmed a Prom Promise 

video to be shown to the 

student body ahead of the 

school’s Prom Night on 

Saturday, April 14.

Students produce own Prom Promise production
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‘The ability to be able to hit a 
button and have that available 

is going to be benefi cial through-
out, especially in this part of the 

country where we have a lot of 
small, rural hospitals.’

Rob Smith, RN, Baptist-DeSoto Hospital
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Rob Smith, RN, Nurse Manager with Baptist Memorial Hospital-DeSoto, describes some of the equipment that monitors patients in the 

Intensive Care Unit of the Southaven hospital. Baptist-DeSoto has added a telehealth service that allows a nurse in the Baptist Telehealth 

Center in Memphis to constantly monitor patients when nurses and doctors are not at bedside. 
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Students at DeSoto Central High 
School in Southaven are spending 
time in front of video screens today, 
but not to check up on the hottest 
music trends. 

Rather, they are watching some-
thing their classmates hope may 
help save their lives. 

Many of the DeSoto County high 

schools have had or will have Prom 
Night activities with DeSoto Cen-
tral set to have theirs this weekend. 
School offi cials and students are 
using different methods to stress 
to those attending prom the impor-
tance of staying sober and avoiding 
drugs and alcohol. 

The methods have included bring-
ing people in who have been affected 
by the tragedies that occur when 
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