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HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Words on parade

The dictionary has several definitions for 

the word “parade,” including “an informal, 

public procession, or to exhibit ostenta-

tiously.” 

Now with that enhanced knowledge, feel 

free to start your own parade. And, that’s 

what the students of  Pleasant Hill Ele-

mentary School recently did, thanks to the 

encouragement of  one Rachel Barrett. 

Barrett is a fifth-grade teacher at the 

Olive Branch elementary school who has 

been working to achieve her National 

Board Certification through a program at 

the University of  Mississippi. 

During her teaching work and her work 

toward her certification, Barrett recog-

nized some problems were developing 

with her students’ ability to understand 

vocabulary.  

“In order to make sure that my students 

accomplished and did better, I started real-

ly focusing on my vocabulary instruction 

and how I could further that and make that 

better for all of  my students,” Barrett said. 

An idea that could work in one classroom 

could also work school-wide, so Barrett 

shared her ideas about placing more em-

phasis on words to her fellow classmates. 

“I wanted to ’go big or go home,’” Barrett 

said about the whole school involvement. 

“I wanted the whole school involved and 

I wanted the whole community involved. 

I had a presentation I did with all of  the 

teachers and I went over all of  the data 

that I learned about test scores.” 

The recent parade of  all of  the students, 

more than 1,100 of  them, was putting the 

concept into something fun to do. 

“It makes me really excited to be a 

teacher,” Barrett explained. “I want every 

student to have that chance to have fun in 

learning and to be excited about learning. 

Holiday 
safety 

tips 
offered

It’s an important reminder 

while you enjoy your Thanks-

giving meal and look forward 

to holiday shopping in the 

coming days, but the holidays 

are not only the time of year for 

best wishes to flow freely, but 

it’s also the time of year where 

crooks see an opportunity to 

take advantage of the festive 

season.  

Major Brent Vickers with 

the Southaven Police Depart-

ment said it is a good idea to 

ask trusted neighbors to keep 

an eye on your residence if 

you plan to travel this holiday 

weekend.  

“Ask them to pick up news-

papers and collect your mail,” 

said Vickers. “Leave a few 

lights on inside your home and 

make sure your outside lights 

are working. Camera systems 

and motion lights should be 

tested before you leave.”

Thieves will be active around 

shopping center parking lots 

looking for opportunities to 

steal while you’re looking for 

Black Friday or Small Busi-

ness Saturday bargains.  

“Don’t leave anything in 

your car that is visible from 

the outside,” Vickers warned. 

“This is especially true for 

bags and boxes that may have 

School promotes vocabulary learning with special event

Bob Bakken|DTT

Ron Patel, owner of the 
Amtel Express store on 

Highway 51 in Hernando, 
said first-day response 

to the new Mississippi 
Lottery scratch off tickets 

was exceptional. More 
the $2.5 million in lottery 

tickets were purchased 
on its first day, Monday, 

Nov. 25. 

Mississippi joins the scratch-off lottery world
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‘I started really focusing on my 
vocabulary instruction and how 

I could further that and make 
that better for all of my 

students.’

Rachel Barrett, Pleasant Hill Elementary 
School teacher
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From left, Pleasant Hill Elementary School first-graders Maddie Russell and Marley Moore are dressed up with their vocabulary words for 
the parade around the school on Thursday, Nov. 21. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Lottery players in DeSoto County and 
elsewhere in Mississippi who before 
had to head to other states to try their 
luck on scratch-off tickets now don’t 
have to travel any further than just 
down the street for their chance at win-
ning some big money.  

Retailers in Mississippi began selling 
lottery tickets under the Mississippi 

Lottery Corporation (MLC) at 5 a.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 25 and the results were 
outstanding for the first day of sales, 

First-day sales were set at more than 
$2.5 million, according to the MLC, add-
ing that meant an anticipated return of 
$570,000 for state coffers.

Initially, more than 1,200 retailers 
in 80 of the state’s 82 counties were 
approved to sell the four scratch-off 
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