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Dr. Thomas Dobbs, Mississippi’s state health 

officer, said the county was still at risk of a 

health care crisis because of the virus.

Dobbs visits DeSoto County

See page 3

The telecom giant said the Public Service Com-

mission released misleading statements about 

its use of public funds in north Mississippi.

AT&T responds to accusations

See page 4

The DeSoto Times-Tribune is hosting a 

children’s coloring competition — and you 

could win movie tickets and candy.

Enter our coloring contest

See page 4
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COVID-19 presents unique 
challenges for Nov. election

Schools see 
spike in new 
virus cases

See COVID-19 in schools on page 3

Across Mississippi, local 

election officials are tasked with 

making the voting process as safe as 

possible during a pandemic. With a 

lack of action at the state level and 

DeSoto County’s high voter turn-

out, this has become a uniquely 

daunting task for local election 

officials.

Mississippi is the only state that 

is not providing all citizens with 

an alternative to voting in-person 

on Election Day. All other states 

accommodate those worried about 

potential transmission of COVID-19 

in crowded polling locations. 

Lawmakers only expanded 

absentee voting for those who are 

in a physician-ordered quarantine 

or are taking care of someone who 

is. Multiple lawsuits attempted to 

get the judiciary to act where the 

Legislature would not, but all have 

failed. 

DeSoto County averages a voter 

turnout higher than state and 

The November election is 

nearly upon us, and the 

people you see on this page 

want your vote. Learn about 

the candidates and initiatives 

that will be on your ballot in 

our special voter guide.

DeSoto County Schools saw 

another week with an increase in 

new COVID-19 cases among staff and 

students between Oct. 5 and Oct. 9. 

The district reported 73 total new 

cases, with 46 students and 27 staff 

members testing positive for the virus.

Additionally, 381 students were 

quarantined last week following 

possible exposure, up from last week’s 

136 new student quarantines. 

DeSoto Central High School and 

Southaven High School both reported 

outbreaks on their football teams, 

with 54% of the district’s positive 

student cases on both teams. The two 

schools halted all football practices 

and games for 14 days.

State Health Officer Dr. Thomas 

Dobbs, who visited DeSoto County 

last week, said that he was concerned 

about the impact of athletics on the 

ability of schools to safely stay open.

“I think it’s so important for us to 

make sure we prioritize the educa-

tional part,” Dobbs said last week at 

a press conference. “I know that in 

Mississippi, we really pride ourselves 

on athletics, but that’s also one of our 

bigger vulnerabilities.”

Cory Uselton, the superintendent 

of DeSoto County Schools, said in an 

email that he did not see a need to 

change policies for fans at athletics 

events.

“Since this was related to the 

student-athletes that are participating 

in events, there is not a need to change 

capacity limits for fans at games,” he 

said. “The 21 students cases on the 

• Two football teams reported 

outbreaks last week

• Over 3,000 students moved 

from virtual to in-person 

learning

• 27 staff members tested 

positive for the virus last week

• DCS is reporting fewer cases 

per capita than other districts

What we know

Will Stribling  |  DTT

A United States Postal Service spokesman said the surge of mail-in voting this year would 

still be below the volume of mail delivered during the holiday season.

Who deserves your vote?

By Erin Killion

and Daniel Payne

See Election season on page 16

See Election Guide on pages 7-9

By Will Stribling
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