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LEADING THE WAY! O.B.’s Sternisha part of nationally-ranked softball squad.  P6

Honor the fallen

In front of  the DeSoto County Court-

house in Hernando stands a monument 

to men who have given their all, literally, 

to protect and serve their community and 

county. 

In just two short weeks, on Friday, 

May 3, beginning at 10 a.m., a memorial 

service will be held at that monument to 

again honor their sacrifi ce. 

The DeSoto County Public Safety 

Offi cers Memorial on the Courthouse 

grounds has on it the names of  eight 

offi cers whose “End of  Watch” came to a 

tragic end.  

The eight are as follows:

•DeSoto County Sheriff  William P. Har-

ris, who was shot at point-blank range in 

an attempt to serve a warrant in a cotton 

dispute, died in the line of  duty on Nov. 

25, 1912.

•Constable Robert Dodson, who died on 

Dec. 16, 1936 while serving a warrant on a 

man convicted of  illegally selling liquor.

•Deputy Sheriff  Larry Cox, who died 

Nov. 26, 1970 after being shot while mak-

ing a traffi c stop.

•Deputy Sheriff  Larkin V. Pettit, who 

was shot and killed after responding to a 

domestic dispute.

•Hernando patrolman Rory W. Key, who 

died after being shot by a shoplifter on 

June 28, 1974.

•Southaven Police Lt. James W. Lance, 

who was shot on Oct. 7, 1988 after stop-

ping a car believed to have been used in 

two robberies.

•Trooper Bobby L. Wells Jr., Mississippi 

Highway Patrol, who died June 27, 1995.

•Lt. Greg Medlin, who died after inves-

Man 
sentenced 

on porn 
charges

A Southaven man is headed to pris-

on for 10 years on child pornography 

charges. 

Benjamin Adam McDonald, age 

33, was sentenced Thursday, in U.S. 

District Court in a case heard by U.S. 

District Judge Glen H. Davidson.  

McDonald was originally arrested 

thanks to a tip to the National Center 

for Missing and Exploited Children 

(NCMEC) which was forwarded to 

the FBI, according to a news release 

from U.S. Attorney William Lamar’s 

offi ce.  

A search warrant was issued, 

which led to the discovery of a collec-

tion of child pornography contents in 

McDonald’s possession.  

In addition to a 10-year prison 

sentence, Davidson ordered a 10-year 

supervised release for McDonald to 

serve after his prison time.  

McDonald, who was to start 

serving his sentence immediately, 

was also ordered to register as a sex 

offender. 

“When our children are exploited 

for any reason, it steals their inno-

cence and leaves lifelong scars,” said 

FBI Special Agent in Charge Christo-

pher Freeze. 

“Possession of child pornography 

is not a victimless crime and the 

children who are victimized as a part 

of these crimes will often deal with 

trauma and repercussions from these 

offenses for the rest of their lives,” 

said Lamar, “We will continue to 

work diligently to help address the 

physical and emotional needs of the 

victims and to hold accountable those 

who would prey upon children and 

other vulnerable victims to satisfy 

their own lascivious interests.”

Fallen law enforcement offi  cers to be honored at memorial
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The DeSoto County 

Visitors Center, located 

next to the Landers 

Center in Southaven, is 

home to DeSoto

County Tourism, the 

county’s tourism 

promotion arm. It 

was named the Best 

of Show at the recent 

American Advertising 

Awards in Memphis.

County tourism promotion receives top awards

SEE PROTECT AND SERVE, P2

‘We put our memorial wall up so 
that people here could actually 

go to it and we can honor the 
ones here that made the ulti-

mate sacrifi ce.’

Jerald Wheeler
DeSoto County Sheriff ’s reserve deputy
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Jerald Wheeler, a reserve Sheriff ’s Department deputy who organizes the annual DeSoto County Public Safety Offi  cers Memorial service, 

stands at the monument with names of eight DeSoto County offi  cers who died in the line of duty. This year’s service will be Friday, May 3 

at 10 a.m.  
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Living in the shadow of all of what is 
found north of the state line in Mem-
phis, DeSoto County Tourism offi cials 
know they have to work hard and be 
creative in how they can get Mid-South 
visitors to spend some time in the coun-
ty during their visits to the region.  

That hard work and creativity in the 

message has apparently been recog-
nized by those who know effective and 
superior ways to spread a message. 

DeSoto County Tourism has been 
honored for its “South of the Ordi-
nary” advertising campaign at the 
American Advertising Awards event 
held earlier this month in Memphis. 
In addition, the campaign received 12 
awards, nine Gold and three Silver 

SEE TOURISM AWARDS, P2
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