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SMASH HIT! County teams compete in fi rst all-DCS tennis event. P6

Special day

Track and special athletes from across 

DeSoto County turned out to participate 

in the annual Special Olympics Missis-

sippi Area 16 Track and Field Competi-

tion at DeSoto Central High School.

Under mild temperatures and blue 

skies, a total of 308 athletes took part 

and approximately 1,000 moms, dads and 

family members rooted them on from the 

sidelines.

Athletes from across the region 

competed in a variety of events, from 

running events, to softball and tennis 

throws.

All fi ve mayors from DeSoto’s major 

municipalities, which include Hernando 

Mayor Tom Ferguson, Horn Lake Mayor 

Allen Latimer, Olive Branch Mayor 

Scott Phillips, Southaven Mayor Dar-

ren Musselwhite and Walls Mayor Patti 

Denison were on hand for the opening 

ceremonies.

Musselwhite delivered the challenge to 

the athletes.

“You need to know your parents are 

proud of you, your coaches, your teach-

ers, your principals, and all of your 

cities — they are all here today,” Mus-

selwhite said. “They showed up because 

they realize how important it is. They 

are all proud of you.”

Musselwhite, a star athlete during his 

high school days and a former profes-

sional baseball player for the Minnesota 

Twins and San Francisco Giants farm 

teams, urged these “Special Olympians” 

to give their all.

“I want to challenge you today to leave 

Horn Lake 
in dark on 

sewage 
plans

Horn Lake city offi cials will 

know more about whether or not 

the City of Memphis will contin-

ue to treat Horn Lake’s sewage 

following a meeting of the Horn 

Lake Creek Interceptor Sewage 

District Board which was slated 

to meet Wednesday night.

“I will know more about it 

tomorrow,” Horn Lake Mayor 

Allen Latimer said Wednesday, 

following reports that the City 

of Memphis was considering 

whether or not to cut back pro-

viding sewage treatment service 

outside the Memphis incorporat-

ed area.

As fi rst reported in the 

Memphis Business Journal on 

Monday, Memphis Public Works 

Director Robert Knecht told that 

publication that it had decided 

not to renew its sewage contract 

with the City of Horn Lake.

Those comments were made 

back on April 5.

According to the Memphis 

Business Journa, Knecht said 

the decision was based on re-

serving capacity to treat waste-

water for its customer base.

Bruce Prewett is DeSoto Coun-

ty’s representative on the Horn 

Lake Creek Interceptor Sewage 

District Board. Prewett was 

reappointed to the Horn Lake In-

terceptor Sewage District Board 

last April.

Prewett could not be reached 

for comment for the purposes of 

this story on Wednesday.

DeSoto residents, athletes turn out for Special Olympic games

Courtesy photo

Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality Execu-
tive Director Gary Rikard (left) 
awards Hernando Director 
of Community and Economic 
Development Gia Matheny and 
Alderman Andrew Miller the 
certifi cate noting the city as a 
Steward in the MDEQ enHance 
program during a workshop 
and awards luncheon held in 
Jackson.

Hernando noted for environmental eff orts

SEE SPECIAL DAY, P2

‘You need to know your parents 
are proud of you, your coaches, 
your teachers, your principals, 

and all of your cities — they are 
all here today. They showed up 

because they realize how im-
portant it is. They are all proud 

of you.’

Southaven Mayor Darren Musselwhite
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A total of 308 young athletes representing all DeSoto County Schools, along with Coldwater and Senatobia schools were among those 
taking part in the 16th Area 16 Special Olympics spring event held Wednesday at DeSoto Central High School.
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Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality Execu-

awards Hernando Director 
of Community and Economic 

and awards luncheon held in 

The City of Hernando is among nine 
membership renewals accepted in the 
Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality’s enHance program for the 2018 
year.  

Hernando was recognized as a Steward 
in the program and received the award 
during a workshop and awards luncheon 
held in Jackson. 

enHance is a voluntary stewardship 

program that recognizes environmental 
leadership efforts done beyond what is 
legally required. 

Those recognized included Mississippi 
companies in Columbus, Houlka, Cleve-
land, Tupelo, Moss Point and Flowood, 
along with the Columbus Air Force Base 
as Leaders.

The City of Hernando was the only local 
governmental entity in the state given 
recognition.  

Hernando was noted for its single-stream 

SEE HERNANDO NOTED, P2
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