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INTO THE SUNSET! Long-time Rangers’ Coach Rowan to retire after 16 seasons. P6

Looking outward

One member of  the South Branch 

Lions Club is proving that simple acts 

of  service can make a big difference. 

That member is Glenn Stafford, who was 

recently recognized for his commitment 

to give back to his community.

Stafford, an original founder and 

current fi rst vice president of  the South 

Branch chapter, was presented with 

the prestigious Edwin Dalstrom Distin-

guished Service Award, the Mid-South 

Lions Club’s highest honor, on May 21 

for his outstanding service. Although 

legally blind himself, Stafford has been 

donating homemade pecan brittle to 

the Mid-South Lions Club, who sells the 

brittle to raise funds for the visually and 

hearing impaired. As of  June 17, Stafford 

has donated $2,250 worth of  brittle to the 

organization.

Stafford suffers from macular degen-

eration, a condition generally caused by 

abnormal blood vessels that leak fl uid 

into the macula. Those with macular 

degeneration lose their central vision 

but can still detect movement in their 

peripheral vision. 

Stafford was diagnosed with the condi-

tion at eight years old and has never been 

able to drive. He said that two out of  his 

three siblings also have the disease.

“For the fi rst couple of  years, they 

didn’t really know what exactly I did 

have,” Stafford said. “They knew they 

couldn’t make me see 20/20, and by the 

time I was 10 is when they actually said 

‘You’ve got the youngest case we know 

of.’”

Stafford is a cook at his church and an 

avid woodworker, having made anything 

from small tables, bookshelves out of  

headboards, storage benches out of  twin 

beds and even the podium that the club 

uses at its meetings. Woodworking is an 

School 
board 

passes 
budget
As expected, the DeSoto County 

Schools (DCS) Board of  Education 

approved the school budget for 

the upcoming 2019-2020 fi scal year 

during its June 20 meeting.

As previously reported, the 

upcoming budget will not include 

a millage increase and the total 

budget revenue is expected to be 

over $311.19 million. 

Board members also approved 

bids for cleaning services, inter-

active projectors and netbooks. 

The bid for cleaning services for 

school cafeterias and the Child 

Nutrition Building went to Mis-

sissippi Environmental, the bid 

for interactive projectors went to 

Academic Technologies Inc. for 

$2,030 and the bid for netbooks 

went to Dell Marketing for $350 

per netbook. 

Physical Plant Director Jerry 

White also presented construc-

tion updates to the members of  

the board at Thursday’s meeting. 

While DCS is undergoing 12 major 

construction projects this sum-

mer, White focused on classroom 

additions at Oak Grove Central 

Elementary School, Hernando 

Elementary School, Lewisburg 

Primary School and Lewisburg 

Elementary School. Oak Grove 

Central will receive two additional 

classrooms, Hernando Elemen-

tary will receive four additional 

classrooms, Lewisburg Primary 

will receive two additional class-

Lions member honored for outstanding service
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Ismael Lopez family attorneys Murray Wells (left) and Aaron Neglia detail 
the federal lawsuit they have fi led on the family’s behalf. Lopez was shot 
and killed two years ago by Southaven police offi  cers who were looking for 
a suspect in a Tate County assault case and reportedly went to the wrong 
home.

Southaven, offi  cers sued in Lopez shooting case

SEE LOOKING  OUTWARD, P2

SEE SCHOOL BUDGET, P7

‘I’ll be the fi rst one to say 
I’ll be there. Somebody’s 
got to step up and do it.’

Glenn Staff ord, 
South Branch Lions Club

Saturday,  June  22,  2019                                                                                                                                                                                                    50  Cents
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Glenn Staff ord, founder and current vice president of the South Branch Lions Club, displays his distinguished service award and a container 
of his popular pecan brittle. Legally blind, Staff ord donates his brittle to raise money for visual and hearing-impaired individuals.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

It may still be about two years before some 
resolution comes to the issue, but the family 
of  a slain Southaven man mistakenly shot and 
killed by two police offi cers has brought their 
case to a federal court.  

Ismael Lopez was shot and killed by the offi -
cers at his Surrey Lane residence in July 2017, 
when the offi cers were looking for a suspect in 
a domestic assault case from Tate County. 

Zachary Durden and Samuel Maze appeared 
at the Lopez door, thinking they were at the 
home of  Samuel Pearman, but when Lopez 
answered, a disturbance started at the door-
way that ended with Lopez being shot. 

Pearman was the man police were trying 
to apprehend on the Tate County assault 
charges.  

On investigation, a grand jury determined 
it would not issue criminal charges against 

the police offi cers involved in the shooting. 
The Federal Bureau of  Investigation and U.S. 
Department of  Justice also reviewed the case.  

Thursday, however, a federal wrongful 
death lawsuit was fi led to U.S. District Court 
in Oxford on behalf  of  Lopez’s wife Claudia 
Linares and the Lopez estate. It asks for $8 
million in actual and compensatory damages, 
$12 million for gross negligence, reckless and/
or willful acts or omissions, as well as $25,000 
to cover funeral costs.  

Lopez family attorneys Murray Wells and 
Aaron Neglia held a news conference in Mem-
phis Thursday afternoon and said they are 
requesting a jury trial. 

Wells said it could be a year of  depositions 
to gather testimony ahead of  a trial date with 
a fi nal decision still some time after that.  

“We’re going to speak to the former police 
chief  (Pirtle) and we’re going to speak to both 
of  the offi cers,” Wells said. “We’re going to 
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