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Quite a fair

It was quite a fair, this 163rd edition 

of  the Mid-South Fair that took over the 

Landers Center in Southaven for 11 days, 

ending on Sept. 29.

The turnstiles were kept busy during 

the event’s time in the center’s parking 

lot where it is becoming a late September 

staple, said Landers Center Executive Di-

rector Todd Mastry, who also oversees the 

operations of  the fair.

“This is the 11th year here at the Landers 

Center,” Mastry said. “This is the third 

year for the Landers Center to have opera-

tional managerial control. The Mid-South 

Fair Board had some infrastructure costs 

that were pretty high. But, this is what we 

do. As we saw it, there were some things 

we thought we could do. We told (then-

Board President) Franklin Childress we 

wanted to take it, and he got it. He under-

stood.”

It may have been hot weather out there 

for the fair this year, but it was dry weath-

er. Mastry remembers the six days of  rain 

last year that kept attendance down, but 

the percentages were significantly higher 

this September.

“We saw a 46 percent increase from 2018 

to 2019 and six less days of  rain!!” Mastry 

said in a statement Monday afternoon.

Hazardous
Waste Day
Saturday

DeSoto County is set to spend 

Saturday morning, Oct. 5, in 

cleaning out garages and sheds 

of unwanted hazardous waste, 

as county officials and the 

Mississippi Department of En-

vironmental Quality (MDEQ) 

will partner for another House-

hold Hazardous Waste Day. 

This year’s collection push 

will be from 8 a.m.-12 noon at 

the Landers Center’s southwest 

parking lot near Venture and 

Turman Drive.  

“It’s one of our best events 

that we do every year,” said 

County Environmental Ser-

vices Manager Ray Laugh-

ter. “It’s a once-a-year event 

because it is a grant-funded 

event.”

Household Hazardous Waste 

Day has been held every year 

in DeSoto County since former 

director Jimmy Bearden start-

ed it 13 years ago. 

Laughter cautioned it is not a 

“given” that the event is going 

to be held every year.  

“Traditionally, the funding 

for something like this has not 

been there for your rural coun-

ties, where now DeSoto County 

is among the fastest growing 

counties in Mississippi,” 

Laughter explained. “This is a 

competitive grant that we have 

received and it’s not something 

that we’re guaranteed every 

year. We’ve had a long-stand-

ing tradition of a good turnout 

and doing it so well.”
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DeSoto Central had the 

most National Merit 

Semifinalists this year 

and were recently rec-

ognized at the school. 

They are: William 

Emmich, Benjamin 

Hamilton, Allan Herring, 

McKenzie House, Yousef 

Mahfood, Johnny Mitias, 

Annie Phan, Keigh Pick-

ens, Kaitlyn Weirich, and 

Steven Zombirt.

National Merit Semifinalists named in DeSoto 
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The carnival rides were ready for another day of the Mid-South Fair this past Friday in Southaven. The 11-day run of the 163rd edition of the 

fair ended on Sept. 29 at the Landers Center, the 11th year of the fair in Southaven.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Getting high school students ready to 
take the all-important college entrance 
exams is again paying off in DeSoto 
County.

The list of National Merit Semifinal-
ists has been announced and several 
students from DeSoto County schools 
are on the list. Accomplishing the 
recognition means that they will be 

more able to attract scholarship money 
for their future education after high 
school. It also means they are in the 
running for scholarship money from 
the National Merit program itself.

The number of semifinalists in the 
national program from DeSoto County 
Schools has reached 27, and an addi-
tional three students from Northpoint 
Christian School were on the list. At 
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Mid-South Fair grows, but has parking troubles
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