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SPRING FORWARD! Set your clocks forward one hour Sunday night.

Opportunity knocking

For the fi rst time Thursday, the DeSoto 

County School District (DCS) embarked 

on a unique step for them toward fi lling 

its many classrooms with teachers for 

the 2018-19 school year.  

The district held its fi rst Teacher 

Career Fair in the board room of its 

Central Services Offi ce in Hernando that 

afternoon. Mississippi’s largest public 

school district had put out the word that 

it was hiring and upwards of 250 candi-

dates registered or walked in, resumes 

in hand and fi rm handshakes at the 

ready, set to put their best foot forward 

to the 41 principals on hand. 

“This is one of the smartest things 

we’ve ever done, to bring all of the great 

people to us,” said Rosie King, principal 

at Horn Lake Intermediate School. “The 

Central Offi ce supports principals in re-

cruiting teachers tremendously, so to me 

this is just another example of how they 

help us get the best teachers.” 

District offi cials planned for the career 

fair by getting the word out to different 

schools with graduating seniors looking 

for teaching jobs, a major effort through 

media outlets and social media, contacts 

with area chambers of commerce, and 

other means of letting candidates be 

aware of Thursday’s event.  

You might say, where principals 

previously were “beating the bushes” 

for teachers, now the “bushes” came to 

them.  

“This is our chance to bring them to 

us,” said Van Alexander, DCS  Associate 

Superintendent for Personnel/Human 

Resources. “This was the applicants’ op-

portunity to come in today and meet all 

41 of our principals in one room and one 

place. We think it’s a win-win for DeSoto 

County Schools, fi rst and foremost, and a 

Horn Lake 
robbery 

investigated

Horn Lake Police Friday 

continued to search for a sus-

pect in the robbery of a store 

located about a block away 

from City Hall and Police 

Headquarters.  

About 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 

evening, a black male suspect 

entered the Family Dollar 

store at 3230 Goodman Road 

West in Horn Lake and com-

mitted the robbery.  

The man pointed a black 

semi-automatic style handgun 

at the clerk at the cash register 

and demanded money from the 

register.  

Police said the suspect, who 

is fi ve-feet-eight to fi ve-feet-10 

inches in height, was wearing 

a black hooded sweatshirt, 

dark colored pants, a pair of 

black Nike running shoes with 

white soles, a black sling style 

backpack with white piping 

and blue accents, and a white 

hat or visor underneath the 

hooded sweatshirt. 

The robber took an undis-

closed amount of cash from 

the clerk and left the store, 

heading west on foot. 

No one was hurt during rob-

bery, according to the police 

report.  

Assistance from the public 

to help identify the suspect is 

now being requested. Anyone 

with information regarding 

who this suspect is or can 

identify him, should call the 

Horn Lake Police Department 

at 662-393-6174 or DeSoto Coun-

ty Crime Stoppers at 662-429-

TIPS (8477).

Career fair held to fi ll teacher openings

Robert Long|DTT

Adopt-A-Program Committee members for the “Each One, Teach One,” 
initiative at the Career Technology Center West are from left, NWMS Com-
munity College Associate  Dean Keith Reed, John Woods, Bryant Henley 
and CTC West Principal Allyson Killough.

Giving back to the community
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‘This is our chance to bring them 
to us. This was the applicants’ 

opportunity to come in and 
meet all 41 of our principals in 

one room and one place.’

Van Alexander, DeSoto County Schools
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Olive Branch High School Principal Jacob Stripling (left) and Olive Branch Middle School Principal Beth Turner hear from a potential hire 
during Thursday’s Teacher Career Fair for the school district at Central Services in Hernando.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Each one of us has enjoyed the guiding hand 
of a mentor at some stage in our profession-
al lives, points out Mid-South caterer John 
Woods.

Woods, celebrated local chef and owner of 
First Choice Catering in Horn Lake, along 
with wife Cindy, have been developing a men-
toring concept for many years.

During the course of his culinary and cater-
ing career, Woods has mentored students from 
the hospitality program at Northwest Missis-
sippi Community College and other similar 
programs.

That effort has evolved into the “Each One, 
Teach One” concept which is being incor-
porated into the Career Technology Center 
West’s “Adopt-A-Program.”

“It has helped us to build a legacy,” Woods 

said. “It’s what we pass on to these kids that 
will last forever.”

Woods broached the idea of pairing industry 
and business executives with students at the 
Career Technology Center West facility in 
Horn Lake with CTC West Principal Allyson 
Killough.

“I’m very excited about the opportunity be-
fore us,” Woods said. “I can take a young stu-
dent and let them learn from all my mistakes 
and trials and tribulations. Each one of us has 
had mentors at various stages of life.”

After assembling an advisory committee, 
the group has decided to hold its inaugural 
Career Technology Breakfast on March 21 at 
CTC West.

“Since the development and opening at the 
new Career Technology Center
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