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NEXT STEP! Jaguars, Patriots post weekend playoff  victories. P6

Expanding visions

Students at a Horn Lake school are 

about to “see the world” and learn more 

about it without ever leaving the com-

forts of their classroom.

Horn Lake Middle School has received 

a $30,000 STEM grant from the Missis-

sippi Department of Education (DOE) 

and will use the money to purchase 

three Google Expedition kits. 

The grant money is part of nearly $1 

million awarded by the state education 

department.  

Each kit gives students the opportu-

nity to explore more than 750 topics and 

becomes a virtual fi eld trip without the 

expense of travel and residual expenses 

of actually taking the trip.  

The “kits” are not cheap. Each one 

costs in the neighborhood of $9,000 but 

comes with 30 goggles and associated 

items to allow a virtual reality experi-

ence for the student.  

The grant, written by Horn Lake 

Middle School assistant principal Aisha 

Maxwell, is a further investment in 

education to that school’s students, said 

principal Jeremy Toungett.  

“We spent $30,000 in our science 

lab two years ago to get digital micro-

scopes,” Toungett said. “The things kids 

remember are the hands-on activities. 

We’re excited to get this as well.”

“It’s a virtual tour,” Maxwell ex-

plained. “There are goggles, it’s electron-

ic and the teacher uploads the informa-

tion. It’s interactive where the teacher 

can tell and show you where to look. 

You’re doing a virtual tour of terrains, 

museums and all kinds of things and 

places where they can go and not even 

leave the classroom.”  

Teachers will be able to check out the 

kits and write lesson plans to use them 

Alderman 
Aldridge 

dies at 53

Olive Branch residents are 

mourning the passing of Ward 

5 Alderman Mark Aldridge, 

who died this weekend at the 

age of 53.  

Aldridge died 

of an apparent 

heart attack on 

Saturday, said 

Mayor Scott 

Phillips in 

reacting to the 

loss of a city 

leader and who 

he called “a 

friend.”  

“Paramed-

ics came over 

to his house, 

picked him up 

and got him to Methodist-Ol-

ive Branch Hospital,” Phillips 

said Monday morning. “A 

massive heart attack is what 

it appears happened and he 

passed away about 10 o’clock 

last (Sunday) night.”

Aldridge was fi rst elected as 

Ward 5 Alderman in 2013 and 

was re-elected again in 2017.  

Phillips remembered 

Aldridge as an Olive Branch 

resident “born and raised.”

“He was the defi nition of OB 

Pride and his kids all went 

to school here,” Phillips said. 

“He was very dedicated and 

very committed to the com-

munity in which he served in 

Ward 5. It’s a terrible loss for 

the city of Olive Branch. It’s a 

tough day.”  

Arrangements have not yet 

been announced.

Grant opens Horn Lake students to new horizons
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Former classmates of the 
old East Side High School, 
now Olive Branch Inter-
mediate School, gather 
in front of the historical 
marker erected on Satur-
day. The group includes 
Federal Judge Bernice B. 
Donald, appointed to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals in 
2011, who spoke at the 
dedication ceremony.

East Side High School receives historical marker

SEE NEW HORIZONS, P2

‘The things kids remember are 
the hands-on activities. We’re 

excited to get this as well.’

Jeremy Toungett, Horn Lake Middle School
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Horn Lake Middle School science teachers Michael Cavataio and Jennifer Morris talk about the Google Expedition kits the school will receive 
with the $30,000 grant award from the Mississippi Department of Education. The money is earmarked to STEM education programs and 
the Horn Lake award was one of 12 that totaled nearly $1 million from state offi  cials.  
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The ghosts of Mississippi’s segregated 

past have long since faded into memory 

but the memories of historic East Side 

High School in Olive Branch live on viv-

idly in the memories of classmates who 

attended the once all-black high school.

U.S. Federal Judge Bernice B. Donald 

was among former classmates on hand 

to dedicate a historic marker at the 

former site of East Side High School on 

Saturday. The site of the former East 

Side High School is now the campus of 

Olive Branch Intermediate School.

“It is wonderful to be here with you 

to commemorate history – to mark a 

place, a time, an event that shaped our 
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