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THE  MIGHTY HAVE FALLEN! County unbeatens dropped in Friday action. P6

Doggone good fun

The dog days of summer may be over 

but canine lovers across DeSoto County 

still love to parade their pooches around 

in style.

The DeSoto Animal Rescue Society 

held its annual dog walk on Saturday at 

Olive Branch City Park with more than 

100 entrants strutting their stuff.

“It gets bigger every year,” said Ruth 

Ann Hale with DARS and the main orga-

nizer of the event. The DeSoto Times-Tri-

bune was media sponsor of the event. 

“It’s such good camaraderie with all of 

our pet lovers.”

From poodles to chihuahuas to rescue 

dogs with mixed pedigrees, these pam-

pered pooches stepped out with plenty of 

panache.

In its mission statement, DARS is a 

different rescue mechanism for lost or 

abandoned pets.

“We are not a shelter with a facility 

where you can visit our pets,” Hale reit-

erated. “All rescued pets live in our own 

homes, where they are evaluated and 

cared for until they fi nd their ideal adop-

tive family. We do our best to make the 

best match for pet and new family. We 

carefully screen prospective homes and 

require all applicants to go through an 

extensive adoption application process. 

We strive for the absolutely best home 

match for our animals. They are our top 

priority.” 

DARS is not affi liated with the Desoto 

County Animal Shelter or any govern-

mental agency. DARS does not receive 

any taxpayer funds and  operates solely 

on donations and the revenue generated 

from fundraising events. 

“One-hundred percent of our incoming 

funds go directly towards the care of our 

animals and to pay our vet bills,” Hale 

said. “All other expenses are paid for by 

our own volunteers.”

October is the American Society for 

Hung jury in 
Chambers

murder trial

A hung jury has resulted in 

the murder trial of 29 year-

old Quinton V. Tellis in the 

murder of Jessica Chambers of 

Courtland.

Circuit Judge Gerald Cha-

tham thanked jurors for their 

service after being handed a 

report by the jury foreman that 

jurors could not reach agree-

ment on the murder charge 

against Tellis.

Chambers was burned alive 

and left for dead not far from 

a rural road in rural Panola 

County on Dec. 6, 2014.

Cell phone records revealed 

that Tellis had contact with 

Chambers shortly before she 

died.

She was able to tell emer-

gency personnel that someone 

named “Eric” had burned her.

Prosecutors said her mouth 

was so badly burned that more 

than likely she was trying to 

form the words to say “Tellis” 

and it came out “Eric.”

However, at least three 

emergency personnel heard the 

name of her killer from the vic-

tim’s mouth and that fact alone 

was more than likely enough to 

cast doubt on the prosecution’s 

case.

“It was a very diffi cult case,” 

Chatham said in dismissing 

the jurors. “You have been con-

scientious in your duty. I hold 

your service in high regard.”

The sequestered jury who 

had been bused in from Pike 

County in South Mississippi 

Canine lovers converge on Olive Branch City Park

DeSoto reports new West Nile case

SEE DOGGONE, P12

SEE MURDER TRIAL, P2

‘It gets bigger every year. It’s 
such good camaraderie with all 

of our pet lovers.’

Ruth Ann Hale, DeSoto Animal Rescue Society
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Finley Updegraff , 2, of Olive Branch, gets to ride in this little red wagon with pooches Stormy, Lucy and Ginger at the DeSoto Animal Rescue 

Society’s annual Dog Walk Saturday at Olive Branch City Park.
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The Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH) 
Monday reported two new human cases of the West 
Nile Virus, including one new case in DeSoto County.  

This is the second report of the mosquito-borne 
disease to come from the county. Hinds was the other 
Mississippi county to report a new West Nile Virus 
case, bringing to 14 the number of cases coming from 
that central part of the state.  

Hinds has reported the most cases of the virus among 

Mississippi counties this year with adjacent Rankin 
County second with seven.  There have been a total of 
60 cases reported in 2017 in the state with two deaths, 
one each in Forrest and Humphreys counties.   

Last year, the Magnolia State saw 43 cases with two 
deaths reported.  

Specifi c identities and locations of the new reported 
cases are not provided by the MSDH, due to privacy 
regulations.

The department did, however, note the reported cases 
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