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Welcome home

A solder surprised his eight-year-old 

daughter during class at DeSoto Central 

Primary School in Southaven this week. 

Shelby Kate had not seen her father the 

past year since he had been deployed to 

Kuwait with the Army National Guard 

and her parents wanted to make sure his 

return home was extra special.  

Sfc. Joshua Stokes and his wife, Macy, 

called their daughter’s school to ask if  

such a reunion was possible.  

Their child’s teacher, Tammy Haire, 

quickly responded by setting activities 

in motion to be sure Shelby Kate and 

her family would have a homecoming 

all would remember, as well as a hero’s 

welcome.

In about an hour, teachers and students 

made posters, signs, and gathered fl ags 

for her classmates to wave.  All, except 

Shelby Kate, were in on the secret, and 

no one gave it away. Shelby Kate thought 

her Dad was returning in fi ve weeks. She 

had a calendar to count down the days.

Then, on Wednesday afternoon, while 

working on a computer with headphones, 

Shelby Kate turned around when a 

soldier in fatigues tapped her on the 

shoulder.  

She recognized, then stood and em-

braced her dad.  There was total silence 

in the room for a moment until her class-

mates burst into applause.

“I think you have grown since I saw 

you,” Stokes said as he hugged his child.

“I have,” she replied.

Stokes then told those watching the 

scene, “I’m just happy to see my girl.”

The reunion quickly ended the school 

day with the blessings of  Haire to take 

the rest of  the day off. 

Stokes and his family, including young 

Shelby, gathered up her things, including 

her backpack. Following a hug from her 

teacher, the family made their way out 

the door.  

They were going home.

Flooding 
predicted

with 
rainfall

Emergency management offi -

cials were warning DeSoto County 

residents to be very mindful of  

weather and road conditions this 

weekend.  

The already swollen creeks, 

rivers, and fl ooded farmland were 

expected to see signifi cant increas-

es in water levels as forecasts pre-

dict additional rainfall through 

Saturday. 

With the rainfall and rising 

temperatures, the Mid-South 

Friday afternoon was placed in an 

Enhanced Risk for the possibility 

of  severe weather as the warm air 

meets the moisture, causing the 

potential of  severe storms. 

Main concerns for the week-

end as of  Friday afternoon were 

for fl ash fl ooding and damaging 

winds, especially in North Missis-

sippi, according to the National 

Weather Service (NWS) offi ce in 

Memphis.  

Strong to severe storms are pos-

sible Saturday afternoon and early 

evening, with a brief  tornado or 

two also possible in the afternoon.  

The threat for hazardous weather 

is low beyond mid-evening Satur-

day, the Weather Service stated, 

but will include the likelihood of  

continued fl ooding.  

The NWS did issue a Flash 

Flood Watch for much of  the Mid-

South, including DeSoto County, 

through at least Saturday evening.  

DeSoto County soldier surprises daughter on return from duty

Courtesy City of Horn Lake

Ward 3 Alderman Tim Smith announced at Tuesday’s 

Horn Lake Board of Aldermen meeting his plans to retire 

at the end of April. Board members will determine the 

date of a special election once his seat is vacated.

Smith retires from Horn Lake board
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‘I think you have grown since I 
saw you.’

Sfc. Joshua Stokes
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Courtesy photo

Young Shelby Kate Stokes embraces her dad, Mississippi Army National Guard Sfc. Jacob Stokes, after their reunion in her classroom at 

DeSoto Central Primary School in Southaven on Wednesday afternoon.  Stokes returned from active duty in Kuwait fi ve weeks early to 

surprise his daughter.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Horn Lake Ward 3 Alderman Tim Smith announced 

his plans to retire from that city’s Board of  Aldermen 

during its Tuesday meeting this week. Smith said his 

retirement would become effective on April 30.  

Smith’s retirement means a special election will be 

needed to fi ll the opening that will be left by his depar-

ture. Aldermen will determine the election date at its 

May 7 meeting once the seat is offi cially vacated. The 

special election must be anywhere from 30-45 days 

from the date of  vacation.

Smith, who has been serving Horn Lake for 27 

years, said health was a factor in his decision.  

“My health is not good and I’m tired and I just want 

the rest of  whatever to be with my family,” Smith 

said. “It’s not anything with the city or against the 

city.”

He preferred not to speak about specifi cs, but Smith 

said he has seen Horn Lake progress over the years 

that he has been on the board.  

“I’ve seen it grow up from a two-lane Goodman Road 

county road to the fi ve-lane highway it is now and 

everything that is along it,” Smith said. “I want to see 

Horn Lake prosper and do well and at times we have 

prospered. We’re starting to move again and I feel like 

I’ve given a lot to the city, but in turn I feel like the 

city has given a whole lot to me.” 

Reacting to Smith’s decision, Mayor Allen Latimer 

credited the retiring alderman with putting the city 

fi rst with his position on issues being to advance 

Horn Lake forward. 

“Whatever he thought was best for the city of  Horn 

Lake and its citizens, that’s what he stood up and 

fought for. At board meetings, he was very plain in 

his position on issues and he would help focus them 

and bring the discussion to a head,” said Latimer. “He 

loves this city. I hate to see him step down but I realize 
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