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DYERSBURG DESTINATION! Goodwin to play JUCO hoops in Tennessee. P6

Flood relief

Coldwater
man
sentenced
on porn
charges
BY BOB BAKKEN
MANAGING EDITOR

Credit: Cody Carter

Volunteers with the Southern Baptist Disaster Relief team receive their assignments as they prepare to serve those whose homes were
damaged from last week’s ﬂooding.
Terry Wayne Neel
A 58-year-old man from Coldwater will spend 20 years in
prison for uploading and then
sharing child pornography
images on social media.
Mississippi Attorney General
Jim Hood’s office announced
the sentencing of Terry Wayne
Neel late last week.
The sentencing of Neel culminates a case that began a year
ago when he was arrested and
charged with one count of child
exploitation. Neel had already
been on the Mississippi Sex Offender Registry since 1985. An
investigation into suspicious
online activity by Neel led to
his arrest.
SEE SENTENCED ON PORN CHARGES, P2

Disaster Relief assists those affected by flooding
‘Some of the homes had 14-15
inches of water ﬂow through
the entire house. Some of the
homes just had one corner of
one room aﬀected. Some of
them had 2 or 3 inches of water
in the house.’

BY BRENT WALKER
STAFF WRITER

The Southern Baptist Disaster Relief
organization sprung into action this
weekend to help local residents after last
week’s torrential rainfall led to extensive
flooding and home damage in several
parts of the county.
Sam Rikard, member of First Baptist
Church of Olive Branch, organized the
teams this weekend and said that about
36 homes were assessed for water damage
by the organization. About half of these
homes needed assistance, while the rest
of the homeowners had cleanup under
control, had insurance companies taking
care of cleanup or did not have substantial flooding. Rikard said that the organization’s work is particularly beneficial

Sam Rikard, Olive Branch
for homeowners whose insurance doesn’t
cover flood damage. Teams found minor
to major damages this weekend.
“Some of the homes had 14-15 inches
of water flow through the entire house,”
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Republican candidates
for state level legislative
and Northern District
Transportation Commissioner await their turn
to present their case for
election to the DeSoto
County Republican Club.
A similar forum for county
oﬃces is scheduled for
Thursday evening in
Southaven.
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Rikard said. “Some of the homes just had
one corner of one room affected. Some
of them had 2 or 3 inches of water in the
house.”
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, the
third largest relief organization in the
country behind the Red Cross and the
Salvation Army, serves people all over
who are affected by various types of
disasters. Volunteers in Mississippi are
sent to serve wherever there is a need,
both in the state or surrounding states
like Louisiana, Tennessee, Arkansas
and Alabama. And if Mississippi needs
additional help, other states will send
volunteers here.
“The Southern Baptist Disaster Relief
organization has a long history of
SEE FL OOD RELIEF, P2

Republicans meet candidates at forums
BY BOB BAKKEN
STAFF WRITER

DeSoto County Republicans are
trotting out their political hopefuls so
the party faithful have an idea where
they stand on issues ahead of the Aug. 6
primary election.
The DeSoto County Republican Club
recently held a gathering where GOP
candidates for state legislative offices
and the Northern District Transportation Commissioner’s post were able
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to make brief statements about their
candidacy and their main issues.
This Thursday night, June 13, a
similar event will take place that will
offer Republican candidates for county
offices the opportunity to meet supporters and introduce themselves.
Governor hopeful Bill Waller Jr. has
already spoken to the Repbulican Club,
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Join Us for Our Southaven
Groundbreaking Ceremony
Tuesday, June 18th • 10:30 a.m.
6030 Getwell Road, Southaven

Parking available north of site:
Enter through Gate 1 at Snowden Grove Park
located on Getwell Road in front of Snowden House

gbtonline.com

