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IT’S MADNESS! Playoff  soccer ends and basketball begins. P6

Hoots, Paylor in runoff

Two longtime Southaven residents will 

square off in a March 6 runoff election 

following Tuesday’s special election to 

fi ll a vacant seat in Ward 2.

Charlie Hoots, a former WREG Chan-

nel 3 photojournalist and Greg Paylor, 

insurance executive and former police 

offi cer, were the two top vote-getters in 

Tuesday’s special election.

In unoffi cial returns, Hoots received 

168 votes compared to Paylor’s 128 votes. 

Brenda Daniel-Anderson received 97 votes, 

Harold Moore 93, Johnny Jonhnson, 43, 

Norine Sloan 44, and Don Daniels, 11.

“I look forward to the opportunity to 

serve if I am elected,” said Hoots as he 

and Paylor and their respective cam-

paign supporters huddled outside the 

DeSoto County Justice Court building on 

U.S. 51, shortly after polls closed. “I have 

a great opponent,” Hoots said, referring 

to Paylor. “We’ll have a good clean race.”

For his part, Paylor was equally as 

magnanimous to his runoff opponent.

“I’m very excited,” Paylor said. “I 

think the City of Southaven made good 

choices. Either way, the City of Southav-

en will be a winner.”

The results were made known at 7:27 

p.m. Tuesday night and in the customary 

fashion, posted on the glass from inside 

the polling place.

The election has received its share of 

scrutiny and controversy almost from 

the beginning.

The seat was made vacant when the in-

cumbent Ronnie Hale resigned to alleged 

Judge 
affi  rms 
charter 
schools

A chancery judge has upheld 

Mississippi’s charter school 

law, rejecting a constitutional 

challenge to the statute, which 

is opposed by some pro public 

education advocates in the 

Magnolia State.

The issue could eventually 

be appealed to the Mississippi 

Supreme Court.

In a ruling by Hinds Coun-

ty Chancery Judge Dewayne 

Thomas, the judge found that 

diversions of local property 

taxes to charter schools are 

acceptable, and that charter 

schools do not need to have 

oversight by a local or state 

superintendent.

A group of plaintiffs, repre-

sented by the Southern Poverty 

Law Center, run by civil rights 

advocate Morris Dees, could 

appeal the decision. 

The argument made by 

that group and others is that 

siphoning of money for public 

schools to privately-run char-

ter schools is unconstitutional.

In his decision, the judge said 

the Mississippi Constitution 

doesn’t forbid local property 

taxes from following a student 

to a charter school, agreeing 

with the law’s defenders that 

such transfers already happen 

in some cases. The judge also 

rejected the argument that 

charter schools have to be 

overseen by a state or district 

superintendent from an ac-

Field of seven alderman candidates narrows to two
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Founding Youth Court 

Judge Mills Barbee was 

honored by friends and 

colleagues in a ceremo-

ny Tuesday during the 

dedication of the new 

juvenile justice center 

named in his honor.

Juvenile Justice Center named for Mills Barbee

SEE CANDIDATES, P2

SEE SCHOOLS, P2

‘I think the City of Southaven 
made good choices. Either way, 
the City of Southaven will be a 

winner.’

Greg Paylor

‘I have a great opponent. We’ll 
have a good, clean race.’

Charlie Hoots
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Charlie Hoots and Greg Paylor will face each other in a Southaven Ward 2 runoff  election slated for March 6. The two candidates were the 

two top vote-getters in Tuesday’s special election.
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The newly-unveiled DeSoto County 
Juvenile Court Justice Center has been 
named in honor of Mills Barbee who is 
considered the founder of the county’s 
juvenile court system known as Youth 
Court.

A large crowd turned out to laud Barbee 
and tour the new juvenile court facilities 

which includes a 5,300 square-foot court-
room, judges’ chambers and offi ces.

DeSoto County Supervisor Lee Caldwell 
lauded Barbee and the renovation of the 
juvenile justice center, which formerly 
housed the old DeSoto County Jail.

The Juvenile Justice Center is linked 
to the DeSoto County Juvenile Detention 
Center which was completed in 2006. 
Urban Arc architects designed the new 
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