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Christmas wishes

While Santa Claus is making his list 

and checking it twice, he is getting a 

bunch of letters from students at a DeSo-

to County elementary school to review.  

Kindergarteners at Hope Sullivan Ele-

mentary School in Southaven have writ-

ten to Ol’ Saint Nick telling him what 

they want under the tree for Christmas. 

The approximately 200 youngsters of 

the school at 7985 Southaven Circle West 

took a moment in class recently to write 

their letters to Santa and address the 

envelopes. 

The U.S. Postal Service and Santa’s 

Helper Betty Park of the Southaven Post 

Offi ce are taking it from there.  

Park was on hand Tuesday morning 

dressed in her Christmas elf fi nery at 

the school entrance as each class lined 

up to drop their envelopes in her special 

bag.  

“The Post Offi ce does this a lot,” Park 

explained. “It’s traditionally done where 

you can send it in and we send it back to 

their actual home. We do this with Hope 

Sullivan pretty much every year.”

The program typically works where 

youngsters write their letters, address 

it to Santa at the North Pole and include 

another envelope addressed back to them 

that states, “From Santa.” That envelope 

will have a special postmark from North 

Pole, Alaska stamped on it and then sent 

by return mail to the boy or girl’s home 

address they provided.  

Because of time restraints, Park said 

the letters collected from the school will 

not to Alaska, but to Santa’s Mississippi 

bureau in Jackson, so they may be given 

O.B. 
Aldermen 
approve 
changes

Churches and other such 

organizations can continue 

knocking on doors and spread-

ing the Word, but door-to-door 

meat sales solicitors and other 

similar sales are now required 

to get a permit if they want to 

continue using that method of 

selling in Olive Branch.

In addition, those who might 

solicit money and go from car 

to car at intersections in Olive 

Branch will now not be able 

to do that anymore. That’s 

because state statutes already 

regulate the action.  

Those revisions come after 

action Tuesday night from the 

Olive Branch Board of Alder-

men.  

Board members voted to 

repeal the 2006 Right-of-Way 

Solicitation Ordinance and 

amend the Door-to-Door Solic-

itation Ordinance, on recom-

mendation of City Attorney 

Bryan Dye and Police Chief 

Don Gammage. 

Dye said the revision in 

the door-to-door solicitation 

ordinance applies only to com-

mercial vendors, not nonprofi t 

organizations selling to raise 

money for their programs or 

causes.  

“The revision makes it clear 

that the ordinance applies 

only to commercial door-to-

door solicitation, as opposed to 

Youngsters send Santa a special delivery

Bob Bakken|DTT

DeSoto County 

Sheriff ’s Department 

Public Relations Of-

fi cer Dep. Alex Coker 

displays the sign 

that indicates one 

of the two Safe Ex-

change Zone parking 

spaces at the depart-

ment headquarters, 

3091 Industrial Road 

West, Hernando.  

Sheriff ’s Dept. off ers Safe Exchange Zones
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‘‘I have high schoolers and 
maybe fi rst-year college 

students who come to me and 
not know how to address a 
letter. It’s a digital age but 

there’s still some basic things 
that they need to learn.’

Betty Park, Southaven Post Offi  ce

Bob Bakken|DTT

Santa’s helper Betty Park is all smiles as Hope Sullivan Elementary School kindergarteners fi le by and drop their letters to Santa Claus into 

a bag for delivery to the Southaven Post Offi  ce and mailing to the North Pole. 
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Show your spirit by bringing a toy for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
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The internet gives us the ability to 

purchase items from the comfort of our 

living room or bedroom and sometimes 

those purchases are between you and 

another person, with those sales con-

summated after an arranged meeting at 

a agreed-upon location.  

There are also times when single 

or divorced parents must exchange 

children with the other parent as part 

of court requirements that youngsters 

spend a certain amount of time with 

both father and mother.  

Both situations bring with it possi-

ble problems. Private internet sales 

sometimes offer crooks the chance to 

steal and rob unsuspecting victims of 
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HE’S A WINNER! Horn Lake’s Dean wins the Butkus Award. P6
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