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POWERHOUSE! Northwest softball player Ally Judkins heads to NAIA Univ. of Mobile. P6

Pilot project

DCS
budget
hearing is
today
BY BOB BAKKEN
STAFF WRITER

When the DeSoto County School
District (DCS) Board of Education
gathers today at 3 p.m. for its annual budget hearing, board members
expect one item to be noticeably
absent — a millage increase.
“We did not have any plans on
asking for any type of millage
increase,” said DCS Supt. Cory
Uselton in previewing the budget
hearing after last Thursday’s board
meeting in Hernando.
What the budget proposal will
have is the inclusion of plans to
raise salaries for teachers and staff
at the school level, as Uselton recently announced would take place.
One component expected to be
included in the budget proposal,
however, is a provision for added
school resource officers, or SROs, in
district schools.
Uselton’s idea would still need
approval from local governments,
such as cities and DeSoto County,
that provide members of their law
enforcement departments to be
in the buildings on a daily basis
during the school year.
The governments control the
number of officers in a school and
the school district does not assign
them, said Uselton.
Although there has not been
funding from the state Legislature
to fi nance the move toward more
SROs, Uselton proposes that DCS
allocate the money, in case cities
and the county government agree to
SEE BUDGET, P2
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The Commemorative Air Force B-29 “FIFI” paid a visit to the Mid-South recently, including a ﬂyover the Mississippi River at Walls. The vintage bomber plane was ﬂown by pilots Jeﬀ Linebaugh and Neils Agather.

Vintage aircraft fill Mid-South skies
‘The Commemorative Air Force
had wanted a B-29 to add to
their collection.’

BY MIKE LEE
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

Similar to planes that fi lled the skies
over Normandy Beach on a blustery
June day 74 years ago, a squadron of
vintage fighter aircraft recently flew
over another large body of water — the
Mississippi River.
The Commemorative Air Force, based
in Texas, brought several of their expertly restored airplanes to the former
Millington Naval Airbase so that the
public could see and even ride in aircraft
that played a part in ending World War
II and served the U.S. Air Force during
the 1950s.
The aircraft flew high over Walls, Tunica and the metro Memphis area.

CAF pilot Neils Agather
Of the five planes that came from the
CAF’s home in Dallas, the star attraction
was the B-29 Superfortress “FIFI”, one of
two of the 4,000 B-29s produced at the end
of the war that is still operational.
Perhaps the most famous Superfortress was the “Enola Gay”, which carried
he world’s fi rst atomic bomb “Little
Boy” from a base on Tinian Island in the
South Pacific to Japan and dropped the

atomic bomb on Hiroshima in 1945.
That raid, followed by a second B-29
“Boxcar” which dropped a second atomic
weapon on Nagasaki, ended the conflict
that had involved U.S. forces since entering the war in 1942.
The original B-29 that was rescued
from the junkyard and which became
“FIFI” was built by Boeing at their plant
in Renton, Washington and rolled off the
assembly line in July, 1945, too late to see
action.
It was then decommissioned shortly
after the war, having never left U.S. soil.
All but forgotten and spared from being cut-up for scrap like other B-29s, the
plane was flown to and parked at the U.S.
Navy’s China Lake weapons center in
the desert of California. There it sat for
SEE PILOT PROJECT, P2
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Longtime EMS
and Fire Director
Bobby Storey
was honored this
past Monday
by the DeSoto
County Board of
Supervisors for
his long tenure of
service.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

Bobby Storey hangs up badge on long career
BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Longtime Fire and EMS Director Bobby Storey has at long last fought his last
fi re but the spark that led him to devote
48 years of his life — 21 with DeSoto
County — and spend a career saving
lives and property still remains.
Storey was honored at this past
Monday’s meeting of the DeSoto County
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Board of Supervisors for a career that
actually began when Storey was a mere
15 years old in 1970.
Storey’s official tenure with DeSoto
County ends at the end of this month
but Storey said he will still “be around”
if he is needed.
Storey was hired June 1, 1997 in his
official capacity after years of being a
volunteer.

BUSINESS
OPINION
PUZZLES/OBITUARIES

SEE STOREY, 2

3
4
5

SPORTS

6

CLASSIFIEDS

9

2440 McIngvale Rd., Hernando
662.449.1630
2600 Panola St., Hernando
662.449.1089
5960 Getwell Rd., Suite 112, Southaven
662.874.5400
gbtonline.com

