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BLING! BLING! Benefactor steps up to cover the Mustangs’ title ring cost. P6

Preserving the past

The DeSoto County Museum will again 

house a children’s Holocaust memorial 

exhibit to commemorate the 1.5 million 

children whose lives were lost during the 

Holocaust. The Unknown Child memorial 

was rededicated to the museum on Mon-

day night with several special guests in 

attendance.

The exhibit, designed by architect Doug 

Thornton of  AERC, PLLC in Hernando 

and created by artist Rick Wienecke from 

Israel, features a life-sized sculpture of  an 

unknown, abandoned child leaning against 

a replica of  a crematorium door, where 

Nazis would burn the bodies of  victims 

in their death camps, and a surrounding 

wall of  pennies that represent each child 

who perished at the hands of  the Nazis. 

The idea for the exhibit was sparked when 

Horn Lake Middle School teachers Susan 

Powell and Melissa Wheeler began what 

became known as “The Pennies Project” 

in fall 2009. Through the Pennies Project, 

children collected one and a half  million 

pennies in memory of  each child who per-

ished during the Holocaust. Along with the 

help of  a local homeschool group, students 

were able to reach their goal within three 

and a half  years. The project led to the 

creation of  the Unknown Child Founda-

tion, an organization that was formed to 

educate audiences about the 1.5 million 

children who lost their lives and to empow-

er current and future generations to value 

and keep all children safe regardless of  

their background. 

Robert Long, curator of  the DeSoto 

County Museum, said that the purpose of  

DCS board 
to approve 

new budget

DeSoto County School District 

(DCS) board members are to vote 

on approving the Fiscal Year 2020 

(FY20) district budget during their 

meeting Thursday afternoon at 3 

p.m. in Hernando.  

As presented during a budget 

hearing on Tuesday, June 11, the 

FY20 budget will not include a 

millage increase. The millage re-

quest, according to Chief Financial 

Offi cer Stacey Graves, remains at 

52.85 mills, the same as it has been 

the current fi scal year. 

The only adjustments come from 

increasing the millage for opera-

tions to 43.15 mills and the corre-

sponding drop of millage to pay on 

a GO bond to 7.20 mills. Operation-

al millage this year was 40.35 mills 

and 10.00 for the GO bond. Millage 

for a three-mill note remains at 

2.50 mills. 

DCS expects increased revenues 

in the coming fi scal year due to the 

county’s residential growth. Total 

budget revenues will top $311.19 

million, compared to the current 

$291.81 million fi gure.  

Of the total revenue sources, 55.5 

percent will come from state mon-

ey, 34.8 percent from local money 

and 9.7 percent from the federal 

government.  

DCS does plan to hire 12 addi-

tional teachers, 22 new teacher 

assistants, four English Language 

Learner teachers, nine special 

education instructors, three gifted 

teachers and one alternative school 

teacher. 

The 22 new teacher assistants 

will mean each second-grade class 

will now have an assistant in addi-

Exhibit honoring Holocaust victims returns to museum

Bob Bakken|DTT

Olive Branch resident 

Chris Turnbow speaks 

to the city’s Board of 

Aldermen at Tues-

day night’s meeting 

about mosquito 

control. Turnbow 

believes the type of 

spray used has led 

to a bee hive he had 

being killed off .

Mosquito control alternative sought
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‘Those lives were snuff ed out, 
those children who could have 
gone on to perhaps fi nd a cure 

for cancer or any number of 
things. We can’t change history 

but we can honor history by 
learning from history.’

Robert Long, Curator of DeSoto County 
Museum
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A memorial exhibit commemorating the 1.5 million children who perished in the Holocaust has returned to the DeSoto County Museum. The 

exhibit features a sculpture of an unknown child leaning against a crematorium door and a surrounding wall of pennies representing each 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Olive Branch resident Chris Turn-
bow continued his push for the city to 
change its mosquito control policy at 
Tuesday evening’s Board of Aldermen 
meeting.  

Turnbow appeared and presented in-
formation with the hope the city would 
stop using a substance called Perma-

none 30-30 as its method of controlling 
the fl ying insects.  

He made a similar request in August 
of last year when he stated the spray 
was unsafe.

Tuesday evening, Turnbow reiterated 
his stance that there are better alterna-
tives to what Olive Branch is using for 
mosquitoes. Turnbow was a beekeeper 
and kept a hive at his residence, but the 
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