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CROWN HER! Ex-Lady Eagle A’Queen Hayes scores 31 against UNC-Asheville. P6

Safe and secure

DeSoto County Supervisors this week 

moved forward with plans to beef up 

security measures at the County Court-

house in Hernando. 

About $74,000 in upgrades, including 

new cameras and locks, will be installed 

as county offi cials respond to continued 

needs for a more secure and safe facility 

for employees and for court proceedings. 

County Administrator Vanessa Lyn-

chard said the recommendations to the 

Board of Supervisors came from the 

Sheriff’s Department. 

“A lot of these are just ‘sign of the 

times’ things,” Lynchard said. “It’s not 

that everything is totally inferior right 

now. It’s just that security measures 

in all public buildings have increased. 

They’re looking at implementing some of 

those recommendations.”

Board President Mark Gardner and Su-

pervisor Michael Lee met with those in 

the Information Technology and Facili-

ties area of county government and that 

meeting resulted in an estimated cost 

and  list of the upgrades, which board 

members voted to move forward with.  

Board members also moved to take the 

state bid and share the $34,000 cost of 

having aerial photography done of the 

county with local municipalities, result-

ing in an overall cost savings for county 

and municipal governments. 

“The state issued a bid for aerial 

photography to refl y the county,” Lyn-

chard said. “With I-269 being completed 

and other things that have built in the 

county, subdivisions and such, the board 

asked the cities if they wanted to go in. 

We got it for $34,000, which was lower 

than the board was expecting.” 

City 
boards 

wrap up 
business

Southaven residents and vis-

itors to the city should expect 

to see a cleaner, more modern 

look along one of its main road 

arteries by mid-summer 2019 

after action taken by the Board 

of Aldermen this week.  

In Tuesday’s meeting, 

the board approved a bid of 

$609,037.50 from Lewis Electric 

of Flowood for what is called 

“intersection modernization” 

of the U.S. Highway 51 inter-

sections in Southaven at Main 

Street, Brookhaven, Rasco 

and Custer Drives, said Mayor 

Darren Musselwhite.  

“This project, combined 

with the Main Street Pedes-

trian Project (sidewalks from 

Highway 51 to Saucier Park at 

City Hall) and the Main Street 

Decorative Light Pole Project 

will also help us continue with 

our goal of revitalization in 

our original business district,” 

Musselwhite said. “All of these 

will be under construction in 

2019.”

Musselwhite stated infra-

structure improvement has 

been a priority of city leaders 

in recent years to help catch 

Southaven up in areas it has 

been lagging in before.  

“We still have much work to 

do, but the progress has been 

rewarding to see,” Musselwhite 

explained. “When you say 

infrastructure improvement 

Supervisors move on courthouse security plans

Members of the DeSoto Central Middle School cheerleaders are as follows: Front Row: (left to right) Mabry 

Gaines, Tristen Smith, Ava Holley, Bella Bisbee, Addison Dye, Delilah Mahfood and sponsor Caitlin Stark; 

Second Row: Lexi Moorehouse, Gracie Kyle, Maggie Langston, Katie Wood, Haley Green, Emma Avent, and 

Kaylee Crain; Third Row: Coach Trey Griffi  n, Dallas Lane, Avery Thomas, Lily Andersen, Riley McIntyre, Kate 

McAnally, Pierce Callicott, Madison Jackson, Andria Armstrong, and sponsor Kim McDaniel.

State championship for Middle School cheerleaders
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‘It’s not that everything is to-
tally inferior right now. It’s just 

that security measures in all 
public buildings have increased.’

Vanessa Lynchard, County Administrator
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Visitors to the DeSoto County Courthouse in Hernando must go through a security scanner to enter the building. Supervisors this week 
approved additional measures to keep the courthouse secure for employees, court offi  cials and individuals involved in county business.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Members of the DeSoto Central Middle School cheerleaders are as follows: Front Row: (left to right) Mabry 

Along with high school state champi-
onships last weekend for DeSoto County 
cheer and dance teams from DeSoto 
Central and Center Hill, the DeSoto 
Central Middle School cheerleaders 
also came away with a state champion-
ship the same weekend in Jackson.  

DeSoto Central returned home with 
the state Junior High Game Day Cham-
pionship being contested at the same 
time as the high school fi nals. The com-
petition was held in conjunction with 
the high school events at Mississippi 
Coliseum in the state capital.

“This year our cheerleaders compet-
ed against fi ve other junior high cheer 
teams from Mississippi,” said sponsor 

Kim McDaniel. “I am extremely proud 
of how well our girls performed. They 
have diligently practiced and it paid 
off.” 

There are 21 members of the DeSoto 
Central Middle School team and Mc-
Daniel said they were excited to come 
away as winners.  

“Winning a state title is an amaz-
ing accomplishment, and we are all 
thrilled!” McDaniel said. “Receiving a 
score sheet with zero deductions from 
the judges made us all smile.” 

McDaniel and Caitlin Stark are the 
team sponsors from the school. Trey 
Griffi n in their coach. 

A state championship in cheerlead-
ing is not the end of the road, however, 
as DeSoto Central Middle School now 

SEE STATE CHAMPS, P2
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BOB BAKKEN  is Staff  Writer and may be contacted at 

662-429-6397, Ext. 240. 


