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ON THEIR GAME! Lewisburg girls golfers win Tupelo, DeSoto County meets. P6

‘Tootin’ his horn

DeSoto County schools are certainly 

“in tune” when it comes to the vast vari-

ety of musical talent being fostered in its 

schools. 

Recently, a student from one of the 

award-winning band programs found in 

the DeSoto County School District was 

afforded the chance to display some of 

that talent before a national audience.  

Music for All is an organization that 

promotes music in all forms for schools 

across the country and sponsors several 

events the DeSoto Central High School 

band program has been involved in, such 

as regional festival competitions and the 

2017 Bands of America Grand Nationals. 

It was at that event that DeSoto Central 

became the fi rst band from Mississippi 

to reach the semifi nals in Class AAA.

Sam Mitchell of Olive Branch, a senior 

at DeSoto Central who plays trumpet 

with the band program, recently was 

selected to be part of the Honor Band of 

America and perform at the Music for 

All National Festival in Indianapolis, 

Ind. 

The band did a concert last weekend 

under the direction of Dr. Scott Weiss, 

Director of Bands at the University of 

South Carolina.  

Mitchell was named seventh chair, 

a high honor among those even in his 

section.  

“Sam was the only student chosen from 

Mississippi and he was one of only 14 

trumpets chosen,” said DeSoto Central 

band director Dennis Cox. 

Mitchell said he wanted to try out for 

the Honor Band of America in his junior 

year and learned the process was fairly 

O.B. fatal 
shooting 

probed 
by police

The body of a 50-year-

old man was discovered in 

a neighborhood in Olive 

Branch early Friday morn-

ing, the victim of an appar-

ent fatal shooting, according 

to DeSoto County authori-

ties.

DeSoto County Interim 

Coroner Josh Pounders said 

the body of the victim, which 

was described as that of a 

white male with multiple 

gunshot wounds, was dis-

covered along Alexander 

Ridge Drive in Olive Branch 

about 4 a.m. by a resident 

who immediately contacted 

authorities.

Pounders said he was con-

tacted by Olive Branch Police 

about the discovery of the 

body at 4:50 a.m. Friday.

According to Pounders, the 

man was found lying in the 

roadway.

“The body is currently 

en route to the Mississippi 

Crime Laboratory in Jackson 

for an autopsy as a part of 

the homicide investigation 

process,” Pounders said.

DeSoto Central musician named to honor band

Courtesy photo

Members of the Southaven High School Environmental Club displayed the many bags of 

trash they collected in the Spring Cleanup last year. This year’s event starts April 14 and 

continues through the week until April 22.  

DeSoto County set to clean up for spring

SEE TOOTIN’ HORN, P2

‘There was not one person there 
who was not talented, especial-
ly in the trumpet section. When 

we fi rst played, you could tell 
that this ensemble was going to 

be amazing.

Sam Mitchell, DeSoto Central High School
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Sam Mitchell is part of the DeSoto Central band program as a trumpet player. Mitchell was the only Mississippi performer in the Honor Band 

of America that played a concert in Indianapolis, Ind.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

With the start of the spring season, 
DeSoto County residents begin looking 
at how all of winter’s trash came about 
and ended up in their yard or along 
their roadside. 

DeSoto County government is also 
sensitive to its appearance and has 
again planned to hold a Spring Clean-
up Day in a few weeks to let residents 
fi nd that proper spot to put all of their 
collected garbage and refuse.  

The countywide Cleanup Day is set 
for Saturday, April 14 but the entire 
week that follows through April 22 is 
considered Spring Cleanup in DeSoto 
County.  

Ray Laughter, who heads Environ-

mental Services and Parks and Green-
ways for DeSoto County, said fi ghting 
litter is a good investment on several 
levels.  

“By keeping an attractive curb appeal 
in DeSoto County, it is an investment 
in property values, it deters crime, sets 
a good example to all ages and instills 
pride and ownership, which results 
in a positive economic impact for our 
community,” Laughter said. 

On Spring Cleanup Day, teams will 
fan out across the county to pick up 
litter that they designate through their 
registration on the county website, 
desotocountyms.gov. Hours for the Sat-
urday event are from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

SEE CLEAN UP, P2
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