
What has become a word the world is 
becoming very concerned about found 
its way into the Mid-South vocabulary 
on Sunday, March 8 when Shelby County, 
Tennessee Mayor Lee Harris announced 
the first confirmed case of  COVID-19, 
commonly called coronavirus, in his 
county.

Sunday’s report was the third case in 
Tennessee of  what is now at least nine 
cases of  the virus in the Volunteer State, 
as of  Wednesday morning.  At least five 
were in Williamson County, two in David-
son County, both in the Nashville area. 
Another case has been reported in Sulli-
van County, located in East Tennessee.  

There have been no reported cases of  
the virus in Mississippi, state Depart-

ment of  Health spokeswoman Liz Sharlot 
told the DeSoto Times-Tribune Sunday 
evening. But, Sharlot did say there have 
been only a few Mississippians who have 
been tested.

The Mississippi Department of  Health 
Wednesday reported at least 20 people in 
the state have been tested for coronavi-
rus.  

“I do know those are all physician-sub-

mitted, based on symptoms, travel, and 
association with those that were infect-
ed,” Sharlot said.  

Sharlot added there are ample testing 
kits in Mississippi at this time and the 
state is not in a shortage mode.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, the number of  coronavirus 
cases Wednesday topped 1,000 and at 
least 32 people have died from the virus 
in the United States. The World Health 
Organization has now officially labeled 
coronavirus as a global pandemic. 

Health officials are quick to point out 
that stopping the spread of  coronavirus 
is as easy as a good scrubbing of  your 
hands, at least for 20 seconds, officials 
said.

“It’s very important for us not to incite 

BUSINESS 3

OPINION                                               4

PUZZLE/OBITUARIES 5

SPORTS 6

CLASSIFIEDS                                     8

A R E A  D E AT H S  |  PAGE 5

KENNETH LEE SCALLORN, 66

desototimestribune.com

662-403-9380
2342 Hwy, 51 North
NESBIT, MS 38651

Health safeguards
Trump, 
Biden 

backed in 
primary

DeSoto County voters were 

Trump supporters and Biden 

backers in Tuesday’s primary 

election in the county.

The vote to determine Dem-

ocratic and Republican party 

candidates for the November 

general election went off with 

few issues reported. Tuesday’s 

vote also helped determine the 

number of voting delegates will 

be sent from Mississippi to the 

respective party conventions 

later this year. 

An indication of the lack of 

competition Tuesday night was 

that most major national media 

sources had called Mississippi 

for former Vice President Joe 

Biden almost immediately 

after the polls had closed at 7 

p.m.   

Tuesday’s low turnout of 

21,145 voters, or 18.8 percent 

of those in DeSoto County 

registered to vote, was likely 

due more to the lack of com-

petitive contests going on, and 

not due to any coronavirus 

fears, although at least one 

poll worker at a voting site was 

wearing gloves as a preventive 

protection.  

Of the total turnout, 11,140 

were Democratic voters and 

10,005 cast Republican primary 

ballots.  

In the Republican primary, 

President Donald Trump gar-

Holly Alexander

School administrator charged with DUI
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COVID-19, also known as novel coronavirus, was declared a global pandemic this week by the World Health Organization. As of Wednesday, 

no cases of the virus have been found in Mississippi, although Tennessee has reported at least nine cases, including one in the Shelby Coun-

ty-Memphis area. Arkansas reported its first case on Wednesday. 

A Hernando elementary school administrator is sched-
uled to be in court on March 18 to face a charge of  driving 
under the influence. 

Hernando Hills Elementary School assistant principal 
Holly Alexander has also been placed on administrative 
leave by the DeSoto County School District (DCS) as a re-
sult of  her arrest by authorities late Thursday, March 5 by 
Hernando police.  

DCS Supt. Cory Uselton confirmed late Friday afternoon, 
March 6, that Alexander was on leave “while the matter 
was being investigated,” Uselton said.

Alexander was stopped for careless driving on the night 
in question, according to Police Chief  Scott Worsham, and 
then taken into custody on the DUI charge.

Alexander was booked early Friday morning, March 6 

into the DeSoto County Adult Detention Center in Her-
nando but was later released on her own recognizance by a 
judge about eight hours later.

Alexander is charged with first-offense driving under the 
influence. Jail information has her set to appear in court 
on March 18 at 1 p.m.

According to information from her page on the Hernando 
Hills Elementary School website, Alexander is in her first 
year as an assistant principal at the school.

She came to DeSoto County to teach at Southaven Ele-
mentary School in 2007 and was the district’s Teacher of  
the Year in 2012.

Alexander became Southaven Elementary’s librarian in 
2013 and the Testing Coordinator and TST Coordinator/
Interventionist from 2015-17.

Before becoming an assistant principal at Hernando 
Hills, Alexander was assistant principal at Southaven 
Intermediate School from 2017-19.
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Coronavirus concerns grow in county
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‘The best thing people can do 
is practice good hygiene, stay 

away from people who are sick, 
and stay home if you are sick.’

Liz Sharlot,
 Mississippi Department of Health


