
By Giancarlo Casem
412th Test Wing Public Affairs

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE – De-
tachment 1, 47th Cyberspace Test Squad-
ron, 96th Cyberspace Test Group, 96th 
Test Wing, was officially activated during 
a ceremony at Edwards Air Force Base 
Nov. 19.

The detachment provides the Air 
Force Test Center with a secure avionics 
cyber test laboratory and fields cyber test 
capabilities to evaluate the Air Force’s 
premiere weapons systems.

“This event is a milestone in the histo-
ry of the Air Force Test Center that’s been 
years in the making,” said Lt. Col. Ever 
Zavala, Commander of Det. 1, 47th CTS. 
“Today, we announce that there’s a world-
class cyber test team here at Edwards 

Air Force Base, and that we’re ready to 
ensure that the United States Air Force 
will fly, fight and win in a cyber-contested 
environment.”

The 47th Cyberspace Test Squadron 
traces its heritage to the 46th Electronic 
Combat Test Squadron, and then even-
tually the 46th Test Squadron at Eglin 
Air Force Base, Florida. The squadron 
was responsible for testing command 
and control systems. In 2015, the 46th 
TS activated Operating Location Bravo at 
Edwards to conduct developmental test 
and evaluation of aircraft, weapons and 
to support systems’ cyber-vulnerability 
assessments.

In October 2017, an organizational 
change saw the activation of the 96th Cyber-
space Test Group, headquartered at Eglin, 
and the 47th Cyberspace Test Squadron, 
headquartered at Joint Base San Antonio, 
Texas. Operating Location Bravo, under the 
47th CTS, was then converted to Detach-
ment 1 in May 2019.

“Lt. Col. Ever Zavala is absolutely the 
right choice to lead the team, he’s been 
instrumental in the events culminat-

$1.00

M
D

Inserts: Dollar General

Thursday, November 28, 2019 | 81st Year • No. 48

continued on page A3

By John D. Bennett 
Editor 
editor@desertnews.com

MOJAVE – Mojave 
Air and Space Port got a 
major boost in the form of 
an $8 million grant it was 
announced Nov. 21. U.S. 

Rep Kevin McCarthy an-
nounced that the Depart-
ment of Transportation ap-
proved the grant through 
the Airport Improvement 
Plan for renovation of a 
taxiway at MASP.

“From Stratolaunch to 
Virgin Orbit, Mojave Air 
and Space Port is leading 

the way in civilian aero-
nautics and commercial 
spaceflight,” said Mc-
Carthy. “But in order to 
continue to take the next 
steps towards even greater 
innovation in the industry, 
it is vital that Mojave Air 
and Space Port’s infra-
structure is revitalized. 

This AIP grant will help 
make much needed repairs 
to existing infrastructure 
issues – like pavement 
cracks – to enhance airport 
safety. I thank Secretary 
Chao, the Department of 
Transportation, and the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration for recognizing the 

importance of this project. 
This grant will undoubted-
ly help ensure the longevity 
of this facility for years to 
come.”

The renovation of Taxi-
way C includes and area 
7,200 feet long and 60 feet 
wide.

“We probably won’t 

actually see the money 
until October 2020, but 
we are confident we will 
get it,” said MASP General 
Manager Karina Drees. 
“Congressman McCarthy 
called me personally with 

MASP to get $8 million grant
Funds will pay for renovation of taxiway
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CALIFORNIA CITY 
–Updates from a trio of 
Kern County economic 
development specialists 
were among highlights of 
the East Kern Economic 
Alliance meeting held Nov. 
14 in California City.

Kern County Economic 
Development Specialist 
Amanda Barnes spoke 
about revamping the 
visitmojave.com website, 
creating an economic 
portfolio for East Kern and 

developing a lot and future 
meeting space for the 
Mojave Chamber of Com-
merce. Part of the plan 
for the chamber includes 
return of the iconic Mojave 
Chamber of Commerce 
train caboose to a central 
location.

“We’ve been working 
on developing the site plan 
to bring the caboose onto 
the Mojave chamber open 
lot, so that everyone can 
still see it,” she said. “It’s 
in great condition, Doug 
Clipperton and I visited 
it yesterday and I hadn’t 
seen it up close like that. 

It’s fantastic. I’m so excited 
and so motivated to make 
this happen after it gets 
moved to the lot we will be 
developing some phases 
for further developing that 
lot, and we’ll see what that 
looks like.”

Working with Edwards 
Air Force Base to create a 
community partnership, 
ensure code compliance in 
Mojave, pursuing oppor-
tunities for housing and 
amenity developments and 
participation in KITE were 
other goals Barnes touched 
on.

“We’re always pursuing 

opportunities for housing 
and amenity developments 
in whatever shape that 
comes,” she said. “Housing 
is a is an issue across the 
state. For various reasons, 
our differ from the Bay 
Area and, you know, LA 
areas. We’re always still 
trying to find the builders 
that are willing to come 
and take a look at the area 
make something happen.”

Suzette Caufield, also 
an economic development 
specialist, spoke about 
efforts in the Ridgecrest 
area. She spoke about 
attending trade event in 

Los Angeles, a CalTrans 
workshop and East/West 
Kern partnership, among 
other topics.

“One of the things I 
participated in was the 
International Council of 
Shopping Centers and 
it’s really the first time I 
had a chance to go to an 
organization convention 
like that,” she said. “While 
the city is actually looking 
at some specific franchis-
es coming in, I also was 
looking for some things 
that maybe instead of just 
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CALIFORNIA CITY 
– Residents will have 
more options for medical, 
mental and substance 
abuse services beginning 

in January, with mobile 
services available weekly 
until then. Bartz-Altadon-
na Community Health 
Center was scheduled 
to offer it’s first mobile 
health services Tuesday, 
with regular weekly ser-
vices to be offered starting 
Dec. 4.

“The plan is to open 
the first part of January 
and to provide full service 
primary care, mental 
health and substance use 
services,” said Bartz-Alta-
donna Community Health 
Center Chief of Staff 
Pamela  Griffin. “We plan 
to add various specialty 

services as we build up.”
The mobile clinic will 

be set up in the parking 
lot of East Kern Health 
Care District Building in 
the 9300 block of North 
Loop Boulevard.

“We have two mobiles 
and plan to utilize one 
of them weekly to start 

enrolling and registering 
residents of Cal City and 
surrounding areas and 
providing either medical 
or behavioral health ser-
vices as needed,” said Grif-
fin. “Our first date will be 
Tuesday the 26th and we 

New health service debuts

CALIFORNIA CITY – 
Now in its fifth year, the 
California City Parks De-
partment Holiday Village 
located at 10350 Heather 
Ave. in beautiful Central 
Park, has something for 
just about everyone on 
your shopping list. Packed 
with more than 20 area 
vendors. The vendor shops 
also raise thousands of dol-
lars that go to support our 
high school youth basket-
ball, Lions Club, California 
City Art Commission, Des-
ert Rose Garden Club and 
Little League – including 
current league registration 

Holiday 
Village 
begins 
Dec. 6
Parade and 
tree lighting 

Dec. 7

East Kern Alliance hears updates

Bartz-Altadonna to start 
mobile services Wednesdays
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MOJAVE – A threat 
of violence put Mojave 
Junior Senior High School 
on a modified lockdown 
Nov. 20. Officials were 

investigating rumors that 
ultimately resulted in 
the arrest of student off 
campus.

“Unfortunately these 
things are becoming more 
and more routine,” said 
Mojave Unified School 

District Superintendent 
Dr. Aaron Haughton said 
Thursday. “It’s common 
for us to have a lot of social 
media chatter that spills 
over into the school. These 
are far more serious when 
there is a threat of violence 

and we take it very serious-
ly and very literally.”

Kern County Sheriff ’s 
deputies investigated and 
arrested a student off 
school grounds, according 
to Haughton.

“The sheriff ’s depart-

ment was very engaged 
and proactive, they 
resolved this very quickly,” 
he said. “As we kind of 
rank the levels of threat, 
this was concerned a lower 
level but still requiring a 
responsiveness. It was off 

campus and was being 
dealt with at that level and 
no immediate threat to 
campus, but it was certain-
ly taken very seriously.”

The modified lockdown 
is a precautionary mea-

Team Edwards welcomes newest tenant unit

Mojave student arrested off campus following threat Nov. 20

Suzette Caufield
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Lt. Col. Ever Zavala, Commander of 
Detachment 1, 47th Cyberspace Test 
Squadron, 96th Cyberspace Test Group, 
96th Test Wing, greets members of 
Team Edwards following the detach-
ment’s activation ceremony at Edwards 
Air Force Base, Nov. 19. 
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