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Arts Council of 
Kern offering 
community 
arts grants

The Bakersfield 
Californian

Looking to continue 
fostering art in the com-
munity, the Arts Council 
of Kern has put out the 
call for 2021 grants. With 
applications due Jan. 
31, Kern arts organiza-
tions, nonprofits or other 
organizations involved in 
arts-related activities are 
invited to apply.

Grants may be award-
ed up to a maximum of 
$1,500 with a 1:1 match, 
meaning applicants plan to 
contribute a matching por-
tion for the total project 
cost. That matching can be 
cash or factored as in-kind 
volunteer time, services or 
materials.

Those applying must 
become ACK members 
and proposals must clearly 
show how the project will 
contribute to arts access, 
advocacy or arts education 
for Kern County residents 
or visitors. The project 
must be set to be complet-
ed by Dec. 31.

Preference will be given 
to innovative arts pro-
gramming, especially in 
the county’s underserved 
and underfunded areas. 
Priority will also be given 
to nonprofit arts organi-
zations and organizations 
that have not received 
funding in the past three 
years.

Also groups that receive 
county funding aren’t eligi-
ble for ACK grants unless 
they have partnered with 
another organization that 
is not county-funded.

Each application must 
include a project descrip-
tion, budget, its goals and 
objectives. how it will en-
gage with the community 
and how it will be publi-

Human remains 
found near 
Rosamond

MDN STAFF REPORT
ROSAMOND — Kern 

County Sheriff ’s Office 
is investigating human 
remains found near Rosa-
mond Saturday morning, 
Jan. 9, according to a news 
release.

According to KCSO, 
deputies were dispatched 
to the area of Frontage 
Road and Dawn Road near 
Highway 14 regarding a 
report of found human 
remains. The deputies ar-
rived at the location and 
confirmed it was human 
remains.  

Homicide Detectives 
were called to the scene 
and assumed the investi-
gation.

KCSO did not provide 
any further information 
regarding the nature 
of the remains. People 
are encouraged to con-
tact the Sheriff ’s Office 
at (661)861-3110 or the 
Secret Witness line at 
(661)322-4040.

Man turns 
himself in 

after attempted 
Rosamond
 kidnapping

ROSAMOND — Kern 
County Sheriff's deputies 
arrested a man connected 
to an attempted kidnap-
ping that occurred Jan. 4 
in Rosamond.

Clifford Bennett, 22, 
turned himself into custo-
dy on Jan. 7 without inci-
dent and was booked into 
custody after a warrant 
was issued for kidnapping, 
brandishing a firearm and 
false inprisonment with 
violence, as well as child 
endangerment and spousal 
battery.

According to the KCSO 
report, Bennett allegedly 
brandished a firearm and 
forced a female subject 
and her infant son into a 
vehicle against their will 
during the Jan. 4 incident 
with a $275,000 bail.

continued on page A2

Reward for missing Cal. City 
boys increases to $80,000

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
Editor@desertnews.com

CALIFORNIA CITY — The city council 
on Jan. 7 provisionally approved a $25,000 
reward to match a combined similar amount 
offered by businesses to locate two boys report-
ed missing on Dec. 21 in California City. 

In addition, the extended family of the 
adoptive parents have offered an additional 
$30,000 on top of the other amounts.

The approval of the city’s reward comes 
with conditions, including that the reward can 
only be given if information involves the arrest/
conviction of those responsible for the boys' 
death, something City Manager Anna Linn 
stressed when introducing the item.

GreenStone Cannabis Dispensary and Pre-
ferred Towing combined have offered $20,000 
for information leading to the location of the 
two boys, while Murphy’s Pool has offered an 
additional $5,000.

The West family, via a Medium.com post, 
stated the reward was not a GoFundMe cam-
paign or attempt to solicit money.

“We ask that you do not give to individuals 
who have already attempted to profit off of this 
horrendous situation involving six innocent 
children. Again, we are not asking for money — 
we only want the boys found,” the West family 
stated. “If you want to give please contact offi-
cials in California City and Bakersfield who are 
leading aspects of the investigation — they may 
have needs that can be supported financially by 
the general public. This reward is being funded 
directly by our family.”

Orrin and Orson Wilson, ages 3 and 4, were 
reported missing Dec. 21 from their home in 
the 10700 block of Aspen Ave. During the 
nearly three weeks since their disappearance, 
numerous searches have been launched in both 
California City and Bakersfield. 

The adoptive parents, Trezell and Jacque-
line West, asserted that the boys went missing 
from the back yard, where they were last seen 
while drawing with chalk. The adoptive father 
said the boys were sent out back while them 
mother was wrapping presents. The father was 
collecting wood for a fire from a nearby field 
and found the boys missing after a few min-
utes. After an initial search, the parents called 
the police which led to an extensive search that 
night.

Since then, California City Police Depart-
ment and partner agencies have conducted 

some searches of the parents' home, collecting 
evidence. The FBI interviewed the adoptive 
parents and others. However, no suspects have 
been named.

GreenStone Cannabis Dispensary and 
Preferred Towing have offered a combined 
reward $20,000 for information leading to the 
location of the two boys, while Murphy's Pool 
and Spa offered an additional $5,000.

While the council approved the $25,000 
match, it didn't come without discussion. 

Councilmember Karen Macedonio said she 
could not find any policy regarding the city's 
handling of reward money.

Linn, the city manager, said the city doesn't 

have a policy, noting past funds for rewards 
"were simply committed from council."

California City has several rewards on the 
table for CCPD's cold cases, each for $25,000 
for information leading to the arrest and con-
viction of those parties. The $25,000 amount 
was approved by the city council as a consent 
calendar item on April 9, 2019, as a request 
from retired Police Chief Eric Hurtado.

Macedonio requested the item be tabled 
until the Jan. 12 meeting so the council could 
have a policy to fall back on.

"I would like for nothing more than to find 
these boys and return them home," Macedo-
nio said. But she said due to a discussion at a 
previous meeting, "I've done a lot introspective 
thinking and discovered that if I don't under-
stand the mechanism of how the money flows 
and how it works, I can't vote to expend public 
funds on something I don't understand." 

She asked whether the funds for the city's 
match are under the city's control and whether 
they exist at all.

Mayor Jeanie O'Laughlin recalled that 
during her time as finance director, the city 
budget included a line item for reward money. 
Linn said the city didn't include one for the 
current budget, but would like to re-establish 
it.

"The funds would come from the reserve 
in the police," she said, adding that reserve 
includes about $379,000 set aside. "The money 
is there."

McLaughlin also addressed the city's  cases 
and the concern over how their families might 
feel "if we do this without addressing their 
needs."

Like Macedonio, McLaughlin said the city 
should have a policy in place.

"I feel right now that the city is in a severe 
financial issue right now ... the numbers don't 
lie," McLaughlin said. "As a mother, I can't 
think of anything worse than losing my chil-
dren, but on the other hand we are responsible 
for spending or not the city's money.

Councilman Kelly Kulikoff, while stating 
the city needs a policy, argued the money 
should be provisionally approved.

"Every moment does count and this could 
help bring back the boys or provide informa-
tion to help the police," Kulikoff said.  "We 
can't just push something aside and say we're 
going to build the polices and not talk about 
this."

Kulikoff later added the city shouldn't 
necessarily tie all the reward money to just 
arrest and conviction. Some, he said, should be 
reserved for information alone.

"If people can find these kids, then find 
these kids," Kulikoff said, "and they run to the 
police station with them in their hands, they 
get money for locating them. It doesn't matter 
if it doesn't solve who had them. 

During public comment, resident DJ Two-
hig agreed the city should establish a policy for 
rewards and should go beyond mere informa-
tion.

"We want to find the information and we 
want to have an arrest and conviction be neces-
sary," Twohig said. 

Resident Carolinda Fleming said the boys' 
disappearance "has landed on our front door" 
and suggested appealing to the community's 
churches to help establish a donation-based 
fund.

"Unfortunately, what drives people to testify 
and bring forth information is money ... and 
somebody knows something," Fleming said. 
"It's impossible for two little boys to just disap-
pear into thin air."

Anyone with information is asked to contact 
California City Police Department at 760-373-
8606.

JACK BARNWELL/MOJAVE DESERT NEWS

Candlelight illuminates photos of Orrin 
and Orson West during a Dec. 23 vigil. The 
boys have been missing for more than three 
weeks, since they were reported missing 
Dec. 21. Three businesses have offered up a 
combined $25,000 reward for information 
leading to finding them. The California City 
city council matched the amount on Jan. 7 
with the condition that information leads to 
the arrest and conviction of those responsi-
ble for the boys disappearance.

Kern County updates COVID-19 vaccination schedule
MDN staff report

BAKERSFIELD — Kern County Public 
Health Services updated its schedule for the 
2019 novel coronavirus vaccination. Currently, 
all the tiers in Phase 1a qualify for the vaccina-
tions.

California’s COVID-19 Vaccine Plan is 
prioritized based on high risk groups that are 
defined in several phases as well as tiers within 
those phases. 

Phase 1a includes
— Residents in long-term care settings
— Acute care, psychiatric and correctional 

facility hospitals
— Dialysis centers
— Paramedics, EMTs and others providing 

emergency medical
— Skilled nursing facilities, assisted living 

facilities, and similar settings for older or medi-
cally vulnerable individuals

— Intermediate care facilities for persons 
who need non-continuous nursing supervision 
and supportive care

— Home health care and in-home support-
ive services

— Community health workers, including 
promotoras

— Public health field staff
— Primary care clinics, including federally 

qualified health centers, rural health centers, 
correctional facility clinics, and urgent care 
clinics

— Speciality clinics
— Laboratory workers
— Dental and other oral health clinics
— Pharmacy staff not working in settings at 

higher tiers.

Phase 1b next, but no date announced
Phase 1b starts soon, with no set date. That 

phase will include two tiers, with Tier 1:
— Individuals 75 years and older
— those at risk of exposure who work in 

education, childcare, emergency services, food 

and agriculture.
Tier 2 includes: — Individuals between 65 

and 74 years of age
— Those who work in transportation and 

logistics, industrial, commercial, residential 
and shelter facilities and services, and those 
who work in critical manufacturing.

— Incarcerated inmates and homeless
Phase 1c has yet to set a timeline, but will 

include one tier:
— Individuals between 50 and 64 years old.
— People between 16 and 64 who have 

underlying health conditions or disabilities 
that increase the risk of severe COVID-19 
symptoms.

— Those working in the sectors of water 
and wastewater, defense, energy, chemical and 
hazardous materials, communications and IT, 
financial services and government operations 
and community-based essential functions.

According to Public Health, the process is 
slightly slower due to a limited supply of the 
vaccine.

Safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines are 
one of the most important interventions to 
end the COVID-19 pandemic. Public Health 
is working with state and local partners to be 
transparent, careful, and above all, equitable in 
efforts to provide a COVID-19 vaccine to every-
one who needs and requests vaccination. 

Residents are urged to continue practicing 
healthy habits such as hand washing, physical 
distancing and wearing a face covering when 
in public. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Jan. 8, proposed 
earmarking $372 million to improve the 
vaccination efforts. The state has been slow to 
roll out the the vaccines, in part due to delivery 
difficulties at the federal level.

However, he stood by the state’s heirarchy of 
who receives the vaccine first, citing an inevita-
ble shortage and the global demand.

“There is this false pretense that somehow 
the vaccines are plentiful when they’re not,” 

Newsom said.
California has to date received more than 

2 million doses of the vaccine, but had admin-
istered less than a third of those eligible in the 
first round. He acknowledged the rollout was 
less than stellar.

“I would expect — and you should expect — 
that we are going to see a substantially higher 
number of vaccines administered in the com-
ing days and coming weeks,” said Newsom.

For more information, visit http://kernpub-
lichealth.com/2019-novel-coronavirus/

COURTESY CALIFORNIA CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

California City Fire Chief Jeremy Kosick re-
ceives a inoculation from Liberty Ambulance 
Nurse / Operation Director E. Cocciolone on 
Jan. 8.

MDN STAFF REPORT
CANTIL — A Missouri-based 

energy company announced that 
it sold its two solar farms in Can-
til on Dec. 28. The clean energy 
projects will be co-owned by two 
separate companies.

Capital Dynamics announced 
the sale in a Dec. 28 news 
release. Controlling interest 
of the 60-megawatt Beacon II 
and 48-Beacon V photovoltaic 
grids were sold to Kansas-based 
TortoiseEcofin and S&B USA 
Energy, part of the Israeli-based 
construction and real estate firm 
Shikun & Binui Ltd.

Each company purchased a 
49.5% ownership stake in the 
projects, while Capital Dynamics 
holds onto a 1% share.

The combined solar grids 
provide power to the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power 
and its customers under 25-year 
agreements.

“We are pleased to be invest-
ing in this proven utility scale 
solar operating portfolio that 
generates 100% of its revenue 
under contract with an invest-
ment grade rated utility,” said 
Jerry Polacek, Head of Ecofin’s 
Private Sustainable Infrastruc-
ture Team. “This acquisition 
closely aligns with our investors’ 
desire for sustainable dividends 
and attractive returns.”

Sharon Novak, CEO of 
Shikun & Binui America, stated 
that the Beacon portfolio rep-

Cantil solar farms sold

continued on page A2

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
Editor@desertnews.com

MOJAVE — Mojave Air and 
Space Port CEO Karina Drees 
wrapped up her final meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, departing for a 
new role in Washington, D.C.

Drees expressed her admi-
ration for the space port and 
the role she held for eight years 
during the Jan. 5 board meeting.

"It’s been my pleasure, work-
ing here for the past eight years,” 
Drees said. "You have a world-
class team ... don't take them 
for granted. Their skill sets are 

very much in demand  across the 
country for what we do out here , 
so appreciate what you've got.

Drees assumed the role as 
CEO in 2012, taking over from 
her long-time predecessor Stu 
Witt.

"I really love this place and 
have a deep affection for Mojave 
and the all the crazy, weird stuff 
that really goes on out here," 
Drees said. "I really hope that 
continues going forward in the 
future. I think a lot of the cus-
tomers appreciate the flexibility 
that this airport offers." 

Drees finishes out at 
Mojave Air and Space Port
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