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CALIFORNIA CITY 
– After getting late notice 
that they could go forward, 
California City Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 
9375 hosted their annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony 
at California City Memorial 
Park, May 25. A procession 
of riders from the VFW 
and American Legion Post 
476 rode from the VFW up 
California City Boulevard 
to the cemetery.

California City Chief 
of Police Jon Walker and 
VFW Post 9375 President 
Mick Thomas were among 
the speakers for the cere-
mony.

“I come from a family 
of veterans from World 
War Two all the way 
through Iraq, and I have 

the greatest respect for all 
of you who are veterans, 
and I want to thank you for 
your service,” said Walker. 
“I did not join the military, 
however I did dedicate my 
life to service. So when I 
see a service person or a 
veteran or someone uni-
form, I only have to say one 
thing. Thank you. There’s 
no greater sacrifice than 
to risk your own personal 
safety and your life for 
others.”

Thomas enlisted in the 
Marine Corps at age 19 and 
was sent to Vietnam in 1969. 
On Valentine’s Day, he was 
walking point as a member 
of Third Battalion, Ninth 
Regiment, I-Company. The 
company was ambushed 
and Thomas was wounded 
twice. While he was being 
airlifted out of the combat 
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Riders from Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9375 and American Legion Post 476 
make their way down California City Boulevard en route to California City Memori-
al Park for the Memorial Day remembrance ceremony May 25.

Memorial Day is a day of reflection and ap-
preciation. It is an opportunity for us to take a 
pause to praise the incredible sacrifices made 
by our service members who have helped en-
sure the United States remains the land of the 
free and the home of the brave.

These heroes answered the call of service 
and we are forever indebted to their commit-

ment. Though each one was unique, they all 
shared an unmatched devotion to freedom 
and love of country—values that all Americans 
should hold in high regard. 

Our fallen weren’t only our neighbors, fam-
ily members, and friends, they were remark-
able humans who displayed grit and fortitude, 
not just while serving in a combat zone, but in 

their daily lives.
We will never forget their acts of heroism. 

We will never forget their devotion to protect-
ing our freedoms. We will never forget what 
they did for us.

God bless our fallen heroes.

U.S. Rep. Kevin McCarthy

God bless our fallen heroes

PRESS RELEASE

MOJAVE — Virgin 
Orbit, the California-based 
satellite launch compa-
ny, conducted a launch 
demonstration of its inno-
vative air-launched rocket 
today in the skies over the 
Pacific Ocean just off the 
California coast. The com-
pany successfully complet-
ed all of its pre-launch pro-
cedures, the captive carry 
flight out to the drop site, 
clean telemetry lock from 
multiple dishes, a smooth 
pass through the racetrack, 
terminal count, and a 
clean release. After being 

released from the carrier 
aircraft, the LauncherOne 
rocket successfully lighted 
its booster engine on cue 
— the first time the com-
pany had attempted an 
in-air ignition. An anomaly 
then occurred early in first 
stage flight, and the mis-
sion safely terminated. The 
carrier aircraft Cosmic Girl 
and all of its crew landed 
safely at Mojave Air and 
Space Port, concluding the 
mission.

“Our team performed 
their prelaunch and flight 
operations with incredible 
skill today. Test flights are 

Virgin Orbit launcher fails to make orbit
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CALIFORNIA CITY – 
Graduation for the class 
of 2020 will look a little 
different than years past, 
due to concerns over 
COVID-19. As of May 26 
both California City High 
School and Mojave Junior 

Senior High School are 
planning virtual gradua-
tions, while still holding 
out hope that physical 
graduations may be possi-
ble a bit later.

“This is different than 
anything I’ve dealt with,” 
said CCHS Principal 
Ed Campbell. “I think 
everyone would agree that 
we would prefer to do a 

traditional ceremony, but 
the parents and students 
have been very supportive 
during this time.”

CCHS is working 
with Balfour.com to put 
together their virtual 
graduation while Mojave 
is working with Jostens.
com to put together a 
similar virtual gradua-
tion. Students will have 

the opportunity to put to-
gether a shareable photo 
story with animation and 
music.

“Balfour will put 
together the slides and 
so forth and hopefully we 
will have the completed 
virtual graduation in our 
possession by June 1,” said 
Campbell. After review 
by staff and students, 

the completed virtual 
commencements will be 
published online.

“I think I’ve been pret-
ty clear in messages sent 
to parents and students 
that if there’s a way for us 
to double back and do a 
more traditional ceremo-
ny, we will try to do that,” 

Virtual graduations slated for Mojave, California City
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State 
OK’s 
some  

reopening
Retail shops and 

restaurants can reopen 
immediately in Kern 
County so long as they 
follow certain state guide-
lines.

The county received 
state approval May 20 
to move faster into the 
second part of Stage 2 
of Gov. Gavin Newsom's 
reopening plan, which 
includes the reopening 
of malls and restaurant 
dining rooms, as well as 
in-store shopping in retail 
establishments.

The California 
Department of Pub-
lic Health announced 
May 25 the statewide 
reopening of places of 
worship for religious 
services and in-store 
retail shopping. Modifi-
cations are required to 
keep Californians safe 
and limit the spread of 
COVID-19. Subject to 
approval by county public 
health departments, all 
retail stores can reopen 
for in-store shopping 
under previously issued 
guidelines. Under new 
guidance, places of wor-
ship can hold religious 
services and funerals that 
limit attendance to 25% 
of a building’s capacity – 
or up to 100 attendees, 
whichever is lower – upon 
approval by the county 
department of public 
health.

While the vast ma-
jority of large gatherings 
remain prohibited under 
the state’s stay-at-home 
order, the Department 
of Public Health has 
released guidelines for 
in-person protests and 
events designed for 
political expression. The 
guidance limits atten-
dance to 25% of an area’s 
maximum occupancy – or 
up to 100 attendees.

The existing guidance 
for retailers, previously 
allowed for counties ap-
proved to advance in the 
reopening process, now 
applies statewide. Retail 
can now open for in-store 
shopping statewide. The 
guidelines help reduce the 
risk for workers and cus-
tomers. Retail does not 
include personal services 
such as hair salons, nail 
salons and barbershops.

In 21 days, the Depart-
ment of Public Health, in 
consultation with local 
departments of public 
health, will review and 
assess the impact of the 
religious services guide-
lines and provide further 
direction as part of a 
phased-in restoration of 
activities. This 21-day in-
terval accounts for seven 
days for religious com-
munities to prepare and 
reopen in addition to a 
14-day incubation period 
of COVID-19.

More informa-
tion about the state’s 
COVID-19 guidance is 
on the California Depart-
ment of Public Health’s 
Guidance web page.   

More information 
about reopening Califor-
nia and what individuals 
can do to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 
is available at covid19.
ca.gov.
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