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Come out have a Blast
Oct 23rd 12 to 10 pm 

Oct 24 10 to 6 pm
Vendors , Food, 
Music, Raffles

Saturday Tommy 
Peacock & the Feathers 

6pm to 10pm
Sunday Dj Wheezer 

3pm to 6pm
Annual Cancer Rally will 
have a Booth as well All 

proceeds will go to Veterans

Patriotic 
Veterans 
Festival

EAST KERN – Well, 
week 8 has come and gone 
and with it, the latest from 
around the world of high 
school volleyball/football 
scores and standings so 
without further ado, here 
we go.

  BORON – The Boron 
Bobcats JV volleyball team 
traveled to Mammoth to 
take on the Huskies on 
Oct. 5th and came home 
with a loss by a final score 
of 2-0 in 2 sets (4-25 and 
14-25) while the Varsity 
team played Kern Valley 
on Oct. 5th and came 
away with a win by a final 
score of 3-0 in 3 sets (25-
20, 25-19 and 25-17); the 
Varsity team then traveled 
to Mammoth on Oct. 7th 
and came home with a 
loss by a final score of 3-0 
in 3 sets (12-25, 14-25 
and 15-25); Player of the 
Match was Huskies #3 
Sara Mueller. The Bobcats 
then hosted Rosamond on 
Oct. 12th where the ‘Cats 
lost by final score of 3-0 
in 3 sets (25-18, 25-22 and 
25-9); Player of the Match 
was Runners #9 Amber 
Jordan; the Varsity ‘Cats 
continued to take on Ro-
samond on Oct. 13th in a 
neutral tournament; in the 
first match, the Bobcats 
lost by a final score of 3-0 
in 3 sets (25-18, 25-22 and 
25-9) and in the second 
match of the day, the ‘Cats 
lost again bya final score 
of 2-0 in 2 sets (22-25 and 
13-25). The Varsity team 
played Frazier Mountain 
on Oct. 14th and lost again 
by a final score of3-2 in 5 
sets (25-19, 25-14, 18-25, 
16-25 and 15-12); the JV 
team played Rosamond on 
Oct. 14th and came away 
with a loss by a final score 
of 2=1 in 2 sets (25-10 and 
24-26) which puts the JV 
team at 1-4 overall and the 
Varsity team at 7-11 overall 
and 5th in the High Desert 
League when both teams 
travel to Bishop Union 
on Oct. 20th. The Boron 
Bobcats Varsity football 
team traveled to Calif. City 
on Oct. 15th, unfortunate-
ly the game was canceled 
due to a COVID outbreak 
more in another story); 
the ‘Cats were scheduled 
to play their Homecoming 
game against Rosamond 
on Oct. 8th however, due 
to a COVID outbreak 
among several high 
schools in Kern County, 
the game was delayed 
until Oct. 22nd when they 
take on Kern Valley: more 
scores and standings in 
our next report.

  CALIF. CITY – The 
JV Ravens volleyball team 
traveled to Mammoth on 
Oct. 12th and came home 
with a loss by a final score 
of 2-0 in 2 sets (11-25 and 
11-25). The Varsity team 
traveled to Desert to take 
on the Scorpions on Oct. 
5th and came home with 
a win by a final score of 
3-1 in 4 sets (25-17, 19-25, 
25-21 and 25-13), the Var-
sity Ravens then hosted 
Frazier Mountain on Oct. 
7th and came away with 
a loss by a final score of 
3-0 in 3 sets (25-23, 25-18 
and 25-11), on Oct. 12th, 
the Varsity team traveled 
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CALIFORNIA CITY – The city council voted to deny a 
proposal to remove Carla Conry as a member of the plan-
ning commission. The council voted 3-1 on Oct 12, with 
councilmember Jim Creighton abstaining. 

The agenda item was a “Reconsideration of appoint-
ment and possible removal of planning commissioner” 
brought to the council by Mayor Jeanie O’Laughlin. The 
mayor’s recommendation was that Conry be removed 
from her position for behaving unprofessionally during 
commission meetings. 

“There have been issues with recent planning meet-
ings, and I have a lot of concern,” O’Laughlin said. 

The mayor had the proposal added to the agenda days 
after a petition signing for her recall was held Oct 3. Con-
ry was alone, manning a table that offered t-shirts and 
buttons for residents if they signed. O’Laughlin was also 
present, wanting to have an opportunity to speak with any 
residents who showed up.  

But the mayor insisted the proposal to remove Conry 
from the planning commission was based solely on her 
poor behavior during the last two commission meetings. 

“This has absolutely nothing to do with the recall,” 
O’Laughlin said. “I can’t thank you all enough for the 
recall because I’ve had an outpouring of support since. 
[Conry has made] Derrogatory remarks to other commis-
sioners and applicants and shown a lack of professional-
ism. I saw favoritism, and recommend you watch the last 
two meetings to see for yourself.” 

The planning commission has met sporadically since 
the city hall lost its planner in April 2021 and have not 
met in the last several weeks. O’Laughlin cited the last 
two meetings Sep 21 and Aug 3. 

“She’s talking about other commissioners pandering, 
she called another commissioner’s mission statement a 
waste of time,” O’Laughlin said. 

During public comment, there were mixed emotions 
about whether Conry should remain with the commis-
sion. Shawn Bradley said he felt the proposal was only 
brought up in retaliation against Conry for being at the 
petition signing. 

“The recall has everything to do with it, you appointed 
her six months ago and at that time it was a good idea, 

right? This agenda was 
made available Oct 7, 
less than a week after the 
petition signing.” 

Owner of Greenstone 
dispensary Amanda 
Adolf said O’Laughlin 
was creating a chilling 
effect for being present 
at the petition signing 
then going for Conry’s 
commission seat. 

“During the last 
council meeting the 
mayor expressed support 
for the commissioners, 
saying we have ‘top 
notch’ people. [Conry] 
has civil and political 
rights, she has every 
right to criticize an elect-
ed official.”  

However, Tami Marie 
and Lou Peralta said 
they believe Conry has 
acted unprofessionally 
during meetings and 
failed to represent the 
city as a commissioner.

“She has made 
hateful comments on 
Facebook and is against 

marijuana,” Tami Marie said. “She doesn’t want any new 
marijuana businesses in town, we’ve been under harass-
ment or years for failing to bring business to the commu-
nity.” 

Peralta echoed that developers may be hesitant to 
work with Cal City if commissioners aren’t open to new 
ideas. 

“As a developer, I wouldn’t spend time here.” Peralta 
said. “Two commissioners have confided in me that she 
has been rude to them and that’s not a healthy atmo-
sphere. If one person is hurting the group, I think that 
person needs to go.” 

Despite the mixed comments, most speakers agreed 
Conry should have the opportunity to defend herself or be 
given a warning before she’s removed.   

Conry was given extra time to speak, and said she 
loved being on the planning commission. 

“I get excited when a meeting comes up, I like doing 
the research. I’ve lived here for 30 years I want jobs for 
our community, I want us to grow

As for accusations of disgruntlements with other com-
missioners, Conry said she 

“I only interact with the commissioners during our 
meeting time, I don’t do socializing. I’m there to work 
for our community, I’m up there to do a job, and I’m not 
afraid to use my brain.”

Councilmember Kelly Kulikoff said he did not support 
Conry being removed from her position, and that she had 
a right to speak out against the council. While, Coun-
cilmember Karen Macedonio said she felt tensions were 
rising in the city following citizens announcement of a 
recall. 

“Everyone has heard me argue because I was passion-
ate about where I was coming from, but we cannot make 
this personal,” Macedonio said. “I’m against this recall, 
but we all make mistakes.” 

Councilmember Jim Creighton, who chose not to vote, 
said he did believe there was unprofessionalism in the 
last two planning meetings, and agreed the tension could 
drive away developers. 

O’Laughlin said these issues have been ongoing, and 
maintained her position. 

“Perception is real and when you’re perceived as not 
being able to get along with other commissioners, or 
against certain businesses or industries it reflects on the 
city,” O’Laughlin said. “We’re all here on behalf of the city.” 

The council voted 3-1 with O’Laughlin in the minority. 
The move comes after the council voted to allow consul-
tant group Interwest come into Cal City to help get the 
planning department back on track in the absence of a 
city planner. 
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MOJAVE -- This month’s Plane Cra-
zy Saturday was dedicated to a founding 
member of the Mojave Transportation 
Museum, Wen Painter. 

In addition to a display of historical 
aircrafts, visitors took time to remember 
Painter for his many contributions to the 
Mojave Airport and its pilots. 

Dozens gathered in Legacy Park to 
unveil a plaque in Painter’s honor at the 
airport. His son and daughter-in-law Kent 
and Karen Painter were in attendance and 
took time to share photos of Painter’s life 
and flying experiences. 

Painter was an avid flight instructor, 
training over 100 students in both engine 
and glider certifications. He retired from 
NASA after 23 years of service and was 
licensed to fix multiple aircraft models. 

“Wen Painter loved to fly and loved to 
talk about flying. Everyone who knew Wen 
had heard his stories about growing up in 
the Midwest,” Hansen read in eulogy to 
Painter. 

Painter passed away in Pleasanton, 
California April 21, 2020. His son and 
daughter-in-law say Painter began to have 
trouble with his memory in his final years, 
but never lost his love for airplanes. 

Kent Painter said he’s been visiting the 
Mojave area since he was a child, always 
around different airplanes, and flight en-
thusiasts, and still makes the trip today.

“It’s so nice to have everyone here. We’ve 
been coming to the airport since the 70s. 
Everything was aviation for him, he loved 
airplanes. He loved to teach people to fly, 
traveled all over the world as a test pilot 
and taught international students,” Kent 
Painter said. 

Hansen says her family and the Paint-
ers have known each other for years, and 
Wen Painter’s contributions to the museum 
would be remembered. 

“Wen Painter was a fixture at this air-
port,” Hansen said. “Everyone who knew 
Wen loved him. He loved kids; he loved 
his students. He gave people enlightening 
experiences, just led a great life and really 
touched everyone.”  

October Plane Crazy 
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Kent Painter and Cathy Hansen unveil a plaque dedicated to Wen Painter, a founding 
member of the Mojave Transportation Museum. Wen Painter attended years of Plane 
Crazy Saturday events, and helped build the event’s popularity. 

PHOTOS BY: KYARRA HARRIS 

The Dawn Patrol performs the Missing Man Formation, where one plane breaks away 
to symbolize the life lost. 
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Many in attendance knew Wen Painter personally and shared their own stories of 
their time with him. The plaque resides in Legacy Park near some of the airport’s 
replicas. 
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MTM President Cathy Hansen reads 
a eulogy of Wen Painter touching on 
his career, time in Mojave and love for 
teaching students. Over 100 people 
learned to fly from Wen Painter. 
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A flyover is held in honor of Went Paint-
er by The Dawn Patrol from Chino, fea-
turing Dan “Cowboy” Hammonds, Eddy 
“Fast Eddy” Tohikian, Brad “Wingnut” 
Peacock, and Dan “Sunblock” Hall, all 
flying RV aircraft. 


