
By Giancarlo Casem, 
412th Test Wing 
Public Affairs 

EDWARDS AFB — The 
412th Test Wing hosted a 
ceremony for 17 Airmen 
who have transferred as 
Guardians in the Space 
Force at Edwards Air Force 
Base, California, Feb. 11.

The Airmen were 
assigned to the 412th TW 
as well as those assigned to 
different mission partners 
stationed at Edwards AFB. 
The ceremony took place 
in front of the historic 
Hangar 4305 where the 
first U.S. jet aircraft, the 
Bell P-59 Airacomet, was 
assembled and housed 
during developmental 
flight tests.

“It’s our ability to lean 
forward into the straps to 
explore new domains and 

we can have confidence 
in knowing that we do 
dominate the air ways, we 
dominate the seas, and we 
will, here, because of ev-
erything you all are about 
to embark on, dominate 
space,” said Col. Randel 
Gordon, 412th Test Wing 
Vice Commander. “Thank 
you for having me to be in 
the cradle of such a histori-
cal base, where we’ve made 
so many strides within our 
own atmosphere, to be 
sitting here among heroes 
who are going to make 
significant strides outside 
of our atmosphere.”

Edwards AFB, also 
referred to as the Center of 
the Aerospace Testing Uni-
verse, has been historically 
linked to the Nation’s aero-
space and space efforts.

Edwards AFB’s historic 

highlights feature the 
breaking of the Sound Bar-
rier by Gen. Chuck Yeager 
in 1947, the “X” planes of 
the 50s and 60s which 
eventually led to NASA’s 
Gemini and Apollo mis-
sions in the 60s and 70s. 
Legendary aviators and 
astronauts also saw flight 
time at Edwards including 
the Apollo 11 mission com-
mander Neil Armstrong, 
the first man on the moon 
and also Test Pilot School 
graduate.

The Space Force is 
tasked with protecting U.S. 
and coalition forces inter-
ests in space and to deter 
aggression in, from and to 
space as well as to conduct 
space operations.

For 1st Lt. Craig Carl-
son, a Flight Test Engineer 
with the 412th Operations 

Group, 412th Test Wing, 
his foray into space started 
before he officially joined 
the Space Force.

“I’ve always been a 
space nerd, and the chance 
to use that passion in a 
professional setting is 
awesome,” said Carlson, 
originally from Boul-
der, Colorado. “I have a 
Master’s Degree in Space 
Systems Engineering and 
I’ve always wanted to get 
involved in the space com-
munity. Transferring into 
the USSF is a great way to 
do that.”

Besides transferring to 

the Space Force, Carlson 
was selected to attend the 
Space Test Fundamentals 
course at the Air Force Test 
Pilot School and also re-
ceived an Education within 
Industry fellowship with 
a civilian launch provider 
to further strengthen his 
space career skillset.

Another future Space 
Test Fundamentals stu-
dent, Capt. George Zeitler 
of Sunrise, Florida, said 
it was his father’s 20-year 
Coast Guard career that 
inspired him to join the 
military. But it was his 
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Adventist to 
begin mobile 
vaccination 

clinic
THE BAKERSFIELD 
CALIFORNIAN

Kern County is partner-
ing with Adventist Health 
Tehachapi to establish a mo-
bile coronavirus vaccination 
unit initially targeting rural 
areas of eastern Kern.

At Tuesday’s meeting, 
supervisors approved a 
$300,000 contract with the 
health care provider in an 
agreement that can bring 
80 doses of vaccine per day 
to areas of the county that 
have previously had limited 
access. Importantly, Adven-
tist Health will obtain the 
vaccines from the state itself, 
raising the overall supply in 
Kern during a time when 
strict caps have been placed 
on counties.

“The most important fea-
ture in my mind is that this 
agreement actually increases 
the number of doses avail-
able that we have available to 
us to distribute to residents 
here in Kern,” Chief Admin-
istrative Officer Ryan Alsop 
told supervisors on Tuesday 
during the meeting. “This is 
not part of the pool of supply 
that we receive directly from 
the state, which… is extreme-
ly limited by the thousands 
a day. We could be doing 
thousands more a day if we 
had the supply.”

The clinic started 
Monday with stop at the 
Rosamond Public Library. 
It will make a loop through 
California City, Boron and 
Mojave before moving to the 
Ridgecrest area. Running 
from Tuesday through May 
31, the clinic is expected to 
operate seven days a week.

“We are really seeing a lot 
of people are driving at great 
lengths to have access to the 
vaccine,” said Joshua Pierce, 
manager of training and 
development at Adventist 
Health Tehachapi.

He noted that people 80 
to 90 years old have driven 
up to an hour for a vaccine 
dose, which can be a struggle 
for someone in that age 
range. In addition, Kern 
County residents are also 
competing with those from 
across California, who have 
been known to drive across 
county lines for a vaccine.

“However, with this mo-
bile vaccine, we have shifted 
to providing the vaccine 
to Kern County residents,” 
Pierce said.

Supervisors approved 
the agreement 4-0, with 
Supervisor Zack Scrivner 
abstaining due to a potential 
conflict of interest. 

“I think this is a tremen-
dous effort,” said Supervisor 
Phillip Peters. “I know that 
there is a lot of concern 
from some communities in 
eastern Kern — they are a 
little more remote — about 
access to vaccines, so I think 
this is going to be a critical 
component to make sure 
they receive that.”

To schedule an appoint-
ment with the mobile clinic, 
call 771-8400.

Kern County Public 
Health Services has more 
information on other 
vaccination sites at kern-
publichealth.com/coronavi-
rus-vaccine/.

An interactive map on 
the website indicates other 
health care providers who 
can schedule appointments 
for vaccinations

Coroner IDs two 
women killed in 
October crash
CANTIL — Kern 

County Sheriff ’s Office 
released the identities of 
two women killed in an 
October traffic collision on 
Highway 14 near Cantil.

According to the 
coroner’s report, Alyssa 
Lara, 26, of Los Angeles 
and Emily Andresen, 69, 
of Boron were driving their 
vehicles on State Route 14 
north of Red Rock Canyon 
Road when they collided 
at around 7:44 p.m.. Both 
vehicles caught fire.

Both women were pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
of the incident. According 
to the coroner’s report, the 
cause of death for both 
women was multiple blunt 
force trauma and the colli-
sion was ruled an accident.

Edwards hosts transfer 
ceremony for Space Force

AIR FORCE PHOTO BY GIANCARLO CASEM

1st Lt. Lucas Schaper, Space Test Fundamentals Class 21-1, U.S. Air Force Test Pilot 
School, is congratulated by Col. Randel Gordon, 412th Test Wing Vice Commander, 
during a Space Force Transfer Ceremony at Edwards Air Force Base, California, Feb. 
11.

AIR FORCE PHOTO BY GIANCARLO CASEM

1st Lt. Jared Bogdan recites the oath of office during a 
Space Force Transfer Ceremony at Edwards Air Force 
Base, California, Feb. 11.

AIR FORCE PHOTO BY RICHARD GONZALES

Airmen from Edwards Air Force Base, California, pose 
for a group photo on the Rogers Dry Lake Bed prior to 
their U.S. Space Force transfer ceremony, Feb. 11. 

CALIFORNIA CITY - A Kern 
County judge dismissed a com-
plaint on Feb.9 filed by cannabis  
company Grandma’s Stash, LLC 
against California City, three for-
mer councilmembers and a local 
businessman.

Kern County Superior Court 
Judge David Lampe ruled in favor 
of the city and other parties after 
the city asked for the case to be 
dismissed. 

Lampe’s order cited that upon 
reviewing both sides of the case, 
“the court finds valid grounds for 
the motion.”

Grandma’s Stash filed its law-
suit against the city in September, 
months after its appeal to have a 
delivery-only permit reinstated 
was denied by the city council. The 
lawsuit also named then-coun-

cilmembers Ron Smith, William 
Smith and Don Parris as well as 
Rick Jones, owner of GreenStone 
Cannabis Dispensary.

The company’s complaint 
alleged that the city wrongfully de-
nied a permit renewal after it had 
been issued one in August 2019, 
months after the first delivery per-
mits were granted by the city.

During the appeals process in 
June, city staff acknowledged the 
permit had been issued in error. 
Grandmas’s Stash had ranked two 
spots below the 10 delivery-only 
permits granted in May 2019.

Grandma’s Stash also alleged 
bribery and financial self-interest 
on the part of the three coun-
cilmembers. R. Smith, W. Smith 
and D. Parris all voted to deny the 
permit renewal in a 3-2 vote. 

The court in December dis-
missed any complaints against 
Jones.

The lion’s share of the allega-
tion drew upon a Fair Political 
Practices Commission complaint 
filed by local resident Tami John-
son in June citing failure to report 
financial interests. The Grandma’s 
Stash complaint also added on 
allegations that the councilmem-
bers was scheming with Jones to 
artificially control the delivery-on-
ly options in California City.

All individual parties denied 
the allegations over the course of 
the lawsuit, with the council mem-
bers noting they voted according 
their own guidelines.

The FPPC recently closed out 
the complaints filed against the 
three councilmembers, ruling that 

some mistakes were made and 
issued either warnings or a small 
fine for failure to properly report 
financial assets or stakes related to 
property they owned or had sold.

Lampe in his order noted that 
the city’s request to dismiss the 
lawsuit — especially on part of the 
councilmembers — stems from 
councilmembers ability to vote as 
a protected activity. 

Specifically, Lampe’s order 
stated “the gravamen of Plaintiff ’s 
claims pertain to the City’s deci-
sion to revoke and refuse renewal 
of Plaintiff ’s license in conjunction 
with the City’s decision to stop the 
processing of all cannabis delivery 
permits.” Lampe also cited Grand-
ma’s Stash’s failure to exhaust 
all administrative remedies was 
grounds for granting dismissal.

Judge dismisses cannabis lawsuit against city

EDWARDS AFB — An Air Force 
Junior ROTC student at Desert Junior 
Senior High School on Edwards Air 
Force Base, Calif., was recently selected to 
receive a scholarship to attend an accred-
ited aviation university participating in a 
private pilot license-training program in 
the summer of 2021.

Cadet Nicole Warner, 17, was one 
of 230 Air Force Junior ROTC cadets 

around the world to receive the scholar-
ship from Headquarters Air Force Junior 
ROTC, Maxwell Air Force Base, Mont-
gomery, Ala.

“I found out about the scholarship at 
an airshow in Wisconsin with my dad a 
couple of summers ago,” said Warner. “We 
were kind of in disbelief about the schol-
arship and I was really excited about it.”

Desert Jr/Senior High student 
receives Air Force Junior ROTC 

Flight Academy scholarship
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COURTESTY EDWARDS AFB

Air Force Junior ROTC Cadet Nicole Warner, a student at Desert Junior Senior High 
School on Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., poses with parents Aric Warner and Alma 
Warner during a brief ceremony in Desert JSHS, Feb. 10. Nicole, 17, was recently 
selected to receive a scholarship to attend an accredited aviation university partici-
pating in a private pilot license-training program in the summer of 2021.

BY JACK BARNWELL
CALIFORNIA CITY — 

Security and safety comes 
in different shapes and 
forms in California City, 
from California City Police 
and Fire departments and 
their partner agencies 
serving the public to pri-
vate security firms serving 
their clients.

Tech company Black 
Tier Group added a new 
option to the list: drones.

Black Tier CEO James 
Massa and Director 
Steven Cady, provided 
a brief overview of the 

project during the Feb. 
9 city council meeting.  
The council ultimately 
requested more data with 
the city manager to follow 
up before deciding if there 
would be a next step.

Cady noted that Black 
Tier was “part of a group 
working on a [cannabis] 
project to be developed” in 
California City.

“Part of the security 
entailed using autonomous 
drones flying over the 
property,” Cady said. Cady 

Cal. City Council hears 
presentation on drone 

support for public safety

CALIFORNIA CITY 
— California City had to 
make an adjustment on an 
order for two pickups at 
its meeting Feb. 9 after the 
selected vendor reported it 
was out of inventory.

Public Works Direc-
tor Joe Baragan reported 
that two Ford pickups 
with utility beds would 
need to instead purchased 
from Jim Charlon Ford in 
Ridgecrest after Ford Auto 
Nation reported it had run 
out.

The council had 
previously approved the 

purchase of a pair of 2021 
Ford F-350s at a cost of 
$89,219 to be paid for 
through the water depart-
ment. The previous city 
council had approved the 
purchase for the fiscal year 
2020-2021 budget.

The next lowest bid Jim 
Burke Ford also lacked 
inventory, leaving Jim 
Charlon Ford as the only 
option, bringing the total 
cost up to $93,995. Barra-
gan added that because of 
the additional cost, one of 

Council amends water 
truck purchase
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