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Ceremony honors veterans
By John D. Bennett 
Editor 
editor@desertnews.com

CALIFORNIA CITY 
– Veterans, friends and 
families came together at 
California City Memorial 
park for a Veterans Day 
ceremony Monday. Riders 
from California City Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 
9375 and American Legion 
Post 476 carried the U.S. 
flag and flags representing 
each branch of the military 
and Prisoners Of War and 
those Missing In Action in 
a motorcade down Califor-
nia City Boulevard from 
Neuralia Road.

Members of the Califor-
nia City High School Mil-
itary Academy provided 
honor guard duties during 
the ceremony. Speakers for 
the event included Randy 
Moorhead of the American 
Legion and Mick Thomas 
of the VFW. Capt. Este-
ban V. Escobedo, Officer 
in Charge of the 415th 
Aircraft Maintenance Unit, 
912th Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron from 
Edwards Air Force Base 
was guest speaker.

The cessation of hos-

tilities in World War I - at 
that time known as the 
“war to end all wars” - was 
declared at the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th 
month in 1918. The holiday 
was known as Armistice 
Day to honor veterans of 
that war and was made a 
legal holiday in 1938. In 
1947 the holiday was ex-
panded to celebrate all vet-
erans and the bill declaring 
the holiday was amended 
in 1954 changing its name 
to Veterans Day. 

“We as Americans 
decided to make this a 
day to honor all who have 
served,” said Escobedo. 
“What brings us together 
today and every day is that 
service.”

Escobedo said his 
grandfather’s served in 
World War II and one of 
them also served in Korea 
and Vietnam. He said he 
has uncles, cousins and 
nephews and friends who 
have served along with he 
and his wife who have both 
served overseas.

“All of us come from 
different backgrounds, dif-
ferent religions, different 
ideas on politics,” said Es- Calfiornia City VFW Post 9375 President Mick Thomas speaks as Randy Moorhead of  the American Legion Post 

476 looks on and members of the California City High School Military Academy – from left: Alexis Delatorre, 
Airam Gomez and Justin Sample – stand at parade rest. 

Family and friends pay their respects during the annual Vetearns Day ceremony at California City Memorial Cem-
etary Nov. 11. Riders from the California City Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9375 and American Legion Post 476 
carried flags in a motorcade down Claifornia City Boulevard in honor of veterans.

Capt. Esteban V. Escobedo, Officer in Charge of the 
415th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, 912th Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron from Edwards Air Force Base speaks.

By Brig. Gen. E. John 
 ‘Dragon’ Teichert 
Commander,  
412th Test Wing, 
Edwards Air Force Base

 EDWARDS AIR 
FORCE BASE –  The end of 
World War I is commonly 
understood as the inspira-
tion for our #VeteransDay. 
On 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month in 1918, 
the guns fell silent and the 
war officially ended. Yet, I 
believe that the spirit of Vet-
erans Day in America began 
well before then.

Three hundred and 
ninety nine years ago, on 

what might be consid-
ered the first American 
Veterans Day, a group of 
pilgrims and patriots sat 
in the safety of Plymouth 
Harbor on November 11th, 
1620. They were Veterans 
of a harsh 66-day journey 
across the northern At-
lantic Ocean. Before they 
set foot on dry ground, 
they drafted a statement 
of common purpose and 
dependence upon one 
another in order to achieve 
their mission. They signed 
the Mayflower Compact 
to “covenant and combine 
ourselves together into a 

Happy  
Veterans Day

By John D. Bennett 
Editor 
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ROSAMOND – A $15 mil-
lion improvement project was 
officially kicked off Nov. 8 for the 
Rosamond Community Services 
District wastewater treatment 
plant. The new Rosamond CSD 
Water Reclamation Plant is ex-
pected to be operational in early 
2021.

“When considering how many 
people will benefit from this pro-
ject, after the ultimate comple-
tion, it’s no wonder that it stands 

well above any other project that 
could serve the people of this 
community,” said Rosamond CSD 
General Manager Steve Perez. 
“Some may point out that the cost 
of a project is not a value and in 
some cases, that’s the truth - it’s 
not a value per se. However, when 
you consider the impacts of the 
adjudication in the Antelope 
Valley water basin, it becomes a 
value. It becomes a value because 
of the beneficial use of the water 
that’s generated in our west waste 
stream and the ability to clean 

Rosamond Community  
Services District breaks 

ground on new plant

Rosamond Community Services District officials turn shovels at the RCSD wastewater treatment 
plant on Wednesday. Pictured left to right: Director Ben Stewart, Director Byron Glennan, Board 
President Greg Wood, General Manager Steve Perez, Sergio Alonso of the Lahontan Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, Rachel Druffel-Rodriguez of consultant Kennedy Jenks and Sean Harns of 
Pacific Hydrotech. The new plant, under the new name of Rosamond CSD Water Reclamation Plant, 
is part of a $15 million project to revamp and improve the plant.
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