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MOJAVE — Starbucks opens their 

new store in Mojave, with residents hop-
ing the move attracts more businesses to 
the area. 

 At 15652 Sierra Hwy, the new 
location is open for business via indoor 
dining and the drive thru. The store’s 
manager, Roxanne Larson, was originally 
managing the new Starbucks in Rosa-
mond. But after another took over, she 
was asked to come to Mojave. Larson 
says the transition was smooth and she is 
ready to get to work. 

“I love it here,” Larson said. “We defi-
nitely want the community to be our focus 
just like Rosamond, and we already have 
some ideas lined up.” 

Because of Rosamond’s proximity to 
Edwards Air Force Base, they wanted 
to celebrate military servicemen and 
families. Larson says in Mojave, they plan 
to work with the Air and Space Port for 
community engagement. 

Mojave’s location makes the fourth 
store opened in East Kern County, follow-
ing California City, Rosamond, Ridge-
crest’s second location, and now Mojave. 

Mojave Chamber of Commerce pres-
ident Ted Hodgkinson said commuters 
from all over will be attracted to Star-
bucks’ location. 

“It’s really good to have them here, I 
think they’ll have a lot of good business 
and hopefully inspire others to open busi-
nesses in Mojave.”  

$1.50

Proudly Serving the Eastern Kern County Communities • Boron • California City • Mojave • Ridgecrest • Rosamond • Tehachapi

M
D

Thursday, November 11, 2021 | 83rd Year • No. 45Thursday, May 12, 2022 | 84th Year • No. 19

Pacific Steel Group Announces Plans 
to Build $350 Million Plant in Mojave

Sources: Pacific Steel 
Group, San Diego; CP 
staff

Pacific Steel Group 
anticipates an early-2025 
start for a 380,000 ton/
year rebar mill in Mojave, 
Calif., integrating the facil-
ity with its fabrication and 
installation businesses. 
The company has awarded 
a contract to Pennsylva-
nia-based Danieli Corp. 
to build an advanced 
MIDA Hybrid micro mill, 
potentially powered by 
adjacent solar arrays. With 
four North American rebar 
mill installations since 
2009, the MIDA milling 
technology yields produc-
tion efficiencies through 
“endless” casting and 
rolling and lowers energy 
consumption by eliminat-
ing the need for the second 

heating phase typical of 
steel bar production.
The Mojave facility will 
help lower carbon dioxide 
emissions through world 

class productivity metrics, 
reduced transportation 
requirements for South-
west region concrete 
contractors, and the use of 

green energy, Pacific Steel 
affirms. “We are excited 
about partnering with 
Danieli to build one of the 
cleanest, safest and most 

efficient steel mills in the 
world,” adds Chairman 
Eric Benson.
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The micro mill will produce concrete rebar of low embodied carbon by tapping the California desert’s abundant 
renewable energy feeds. 
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ROSAMOND — A 
man is shot by officers 
in Rosamond during an 
altercation. 

California Highway 
Patrol responded to 
reports of a man setting 
fires off Hwy 14 and Ro-
samond Blvd. May 6, just 
after 11:00pm.  

The patrol officers 
found someone who 
matched the description 
near the 2500-block of 
Rosamond Blvd. When 
officers approached him, 
the man became com-
bative and tried to attack 
them with a sharp object, 
according to a statement 
from the Kern County 
Sheriffs Office. 

One of the officers 
used a taser on the sus-
pect, but was unsuccessful 
in subduing him. Shortly 
after, an “officer-involved 
shooting” occurred, but 
the man continued to 
resist arrest. 

The officers report-
edly rendered first aid 
until medics arrived. The 
suspect was transported 
to the Antelope Valley 
Hospital, where he later 
died from his injuries. 

Neither of the re-
sponding officers were in-
jured during the confron-
tation. The Kern County 
Sheriff ’s Office Homi-
cide Unit responded to 
conduct an investigation 
on the  officer involved 
shooting. 

The officer who fired 
was placed on admin-
istrative leave, and the 
coroner’s office is expected 
to release the name of the 
suspect at a later time.

Office of Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy 

Leader McCarthy 
joined a bipartisan 
House delegation to 
the Sequoia National 
Forest to better under-
stand the importance 
of forest stewardship 
and the impact of wild-
fires on our natural 
resources. 

Joining Leader 
McCarthy was House 
Natural Resources 
Ranking Member 
Bruce Westerman 
(AR-4), Rep. Steve 
Peters (CA-52), Rep 
Jim Costa (CA-16), 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta 
(CA-20), Rep. David 
Valadao (CA-21), and 
California Assem-
blyman Vince Fong 
(AD-34). 

For more behind-
the-scenes photos, 
be sure to follow 
the stories from @
RepKevinMcCarthy on 
Instagram.

McCarthy visits the 

Sequoia National Forest 

Rosamond 
man shot 
by CHP

New Starbucks 
opens in Mojave
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District Manager Jason Shea and store manager Rox-
anne Larson cut a ribbon together, signaling the open 
of the new Starbucks store. 

Lungs of the Earth 
— Leader McCarthy 
plants a young giant 
sequoia. Trees are the 
greatest natural air filter we have on earth—in addition to planting more, we must 
protect, restore, and better manage the forests we already have. Republicans are 
working to reduce emissions and protect the environment through the work of our 
Energy, Climate, and Conservation Task Force.

Colossus — The delegation weaves its way through the 
Trail of 100 Giants—a national monument and one of 
the most famous groves within the Sequoia National 
Forest. Giant sequoias are the world’s widest tree and 
are among the world’s tallest trees; the average giant 
sequoia reaches nearly 300 feet in the air.

Living Legends  — Upon arrival in the Sequoia National Forest, the delegation learns 
that giant sequoias live for thousands of years, as evidenced by tree rings on stumps 
of fallen giants. Some of the trees in the forest sprouted during the heyday of the 
Roman Empire.

Scarred Land — Heavy-handed federal regulations 
make it near-impossible to clear brush and deadwood 
that fuel fires on the national monument. As a result, 
sequoias and the creatures who call the trees home are 
in danger of entirely preventable damage. During their 
visit, United States Forest Service (USFS) stressed the 
importance of common-sense forest management.
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CALIFORNIA CITY 
— The planning commis-
sion has not met in over a 
month, after the last two 
meetings were canceled. 

Both the April 19 and 
May 3 meetings were can-
celed days prior, with no 
reasons given from the city. 

The city clerk did not 
respond to the Mojave 
Desert News when asked 
why the meetings were 
canceled. 

The city is still in a con-
tract with consulting firm 
Interwest, who has beens 
serving as the Interim City 
Planner. Council mem-
bers have shared concerns 
about Interwest going over 
budget to get things done, 
but no further action has 
been taken. 

The next scheduled 
meeting for the commis-
sion is May 17. 

Planning 
Commission 
misses two 
meetings

MDN Staff Report  

MOJAVE — One 
person is dead after an au-
tomobile crash southwest 
of Mojave Sunday evening, 
according to the California 
Highway Patrol. 

Officers were called 
to Backus Road, near 
Tehachapi Willow Springs 
Rod at about 6:15 p.m. 
When they arrived, officers 
said they found one car 
slammed head-on into the 
side, with one person dead 
at the scene. 

It is unclear what led 
up to the crash. 

Traffic 
crash leaves 
one dead 


