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ROSAMOND - Kern 
County Sheriff ’s Office is 
investigating the death of a 
man found shot and killed 
in a truck in Rosamond 
early Sunday morning.

Deputies arrived on 
scene in the area of 260th 
Block West and Gaskkell 
Road around 10 a.m. 
after receiving reports of 
a shooting victim. The 
man was found slumped 
over and unresponsive in 
the truck with gunshot 
wounds to the head. The 
coroner pronounced him 
dead at the scene.

The identity of the man 
is pending notification 
of kin by the Kern Coun-
ty Coroner’s Office. No 
suspect or suspect vehicle 
descriptions were avail-
able and KCSO stated the 
investigation is ongoing.

The sheriff ’s office is 
asking anyone information 
on this investigation to call 
the Kern County Sheriff ’s 
Office at 661-861-3110.

A video released Satur-
day, Aug. 1 by Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy reminds the 
public that a free corona-
virus surge testing site has 
been set up at the Kern 
County Fairgrounds.

The congressman 
explains that surge testing 
provides temporary federal 
support to places that have 
seen recent spikes in cases.

“Free testing for all 
helps us get an accurate 
picture of the current 
spread of the virus,” he 
said. “This surge testing 
is important — it gives us 
the opportunity to have a 
greater capacity to ensure 
that our family, friends, 
and neighbors are healthy 
and strong. I encourage 
you to get a test.”

You can sign up for a 
test on his Facebook page 
@RepKevinMcCarthy.

BY JOHN COX
Bakersfield Californian

Some Californian 
residents’ water bills 
will be fundamentally 
restructured, with big 
cost implications, if the 
California Public Utilities 
Commission votes Thurs-
day to end an experiment 
that 12 years ago erased a 
financial incentive to sell 
people more water.

Under the proposal, 
California Water Service 
and other investor-owned 
utilities would no longer 
bill customers a surcharge 
covering the cost differ-
ence between expected and 
actual water usage.

The CPUC’s consum-
er-advocacy arm supports 
the proposal and estimates 
it would save ratepayers 
10 percent to 15 percent, 
maybe more, on their 
water bills.

But Cal Water, which 
covers about half of 
Bakersfield (city govern-
ment supplies the other 
half ), says the way the 
plan is built it would raise 
low-usage, low-income 
customers’ bills by up to 
20 percent.

DECOUPLING
Central to the whole 

discussion is an idea called 
“decoupling.” It holds 
that utilities shouldn’t be 
rewarded financially for 
selling customers more 
water, especially in a 
drought-prone state like 
California.

But advocates of the 
proposal now under 
consideration say that 
system has inappropriately 
protected water utilities 
from inefficient opera-
tions and bad purchasing 
decisions. They say water 
companies should pick up 
costs incurred by faulty 
projections.

Water bills would 
fundamentally 
change under 

proposal headed 
for CPUC
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News release

TEHACHAPI — As 
part of its global response 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, International 
Medical Corps is deploying 
emergency medical field 
units, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and 
other medical supplies to 
support two hospitals in 
the south Central Valley: 
Adventist Health Bakers-
field and Adventist Health 
Tehachapi Valley. 

The International 
Medical Corps field units 
enable hospitals to expand 
triage and treatment 
space at existing facilities, 
improve patient flow and 
keep COVID-19 patients 
separated from other 
patients. Depending on 
the configuration chosen, 
hospitals can potentially 
treat hundreds of extra 
patients per day with the 
field units, which can 
include patient beds, medi-
cal examination supplies, 
portable sinks, power, 
lighting and HVAC units. 
The field units can be con-
structed in approximately 
six to 12 hours, be oper-

ational within 24 hours 
and withstand sustained 
winds of up to 80 mph. 
Each hospital determines 
specifically how it intends 
to use the additional space 
and resources.

The hospitals will use 
their emergency medical 
field units to conduct nec-
essary screening, testing 
and treatment proto-
cols during the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Bakersfield unit will be 
incorporated as part of the 
hospital’s triage process 
just outside the Emergency 
Department, separating 
patients who are symp-
tomatic from those who 
are not (essentially, the 
unit will become the front 
door for the Emergency 
Department). At Adventist 
Health Tehachapi Valley, 
the field unit will provide 
overflow space for non-
COVID patients.

The deployment of 
equipment and supplies is 
part of International Medi-
cal Corps’ work to increase 
capacity at overburdened 
hospitals and long-term 
care facilities throughout 
the US. The humanitar-

ian aid organization has 
now deployed emergen-
cy medical field units 
in Boston, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, New York, Detroit 
and Puerto Rico, with 
its longtime collaborator 
FedEx providing related 
logistical and shipping 
support to the nationwide 
effort. In addition, it has 
provided personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) and 
other medical supplies and 
equipment to facilities and 
municipalities across the 
country.

Where requested, In-
ternational Medical Corps 
also has activated its vol-
unteer roster of nearly 300 
medical professionals to 
provide medical surge ca-
pacity to partner hospitals, 
helping to fill critical gaps 
in patient care, nursing, 
and infection prevention 
and control. In addition, 
it is training hospital and 
long-term care staff on 
preparedness, response 
and mental health needs. 
It is providing online train-
ing through its COVID-19 
Learning Series, conduct-
ing training-of-trainer ses-

CALIFORNIA CITY - California City youth conduct-
ed a community weed clearing of Central Park over the 
weekend, according to a news release.

With the coronavirus effectively curtailing most youth 
activities for the summer, teens took the street. The effort 
was coordinated by park commissioner Carolinda Flem-
ing and her husband Ronald.

“My husband and I play tennis almost everyday at the 
park and we noticed two park staff workers Skye and Jor-
dan working in the hot sun clearing weeds,” Fleming said 
in the news release. “I asked if I could get some young 
people together to help, he said yes. My husband Ronald 
Fleming, CCHS Varsity basketball coach, used social 
media to post a call for service.”

Fleming said social distancing was observed during 
the cleanup.

“After clearing the weeds around the pre-school we 
treated them to an impromptu pizza party,” Fleming 
said. “It’s refreshing to see that when our youth are called 
upon they respond.”

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

MOJAVE -- Mojave 
Unified School District 
students started their first 
day of school virtually on 
Aug. 6. During the previ-
ous five days, the district 
handed out school supplies 
and Chromebooks for 
all of its students to help 
the prepare for the first 
quarter.

The school district 
accepted the model in 
part due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
in part due to Kern County 
being on the state’s moni-
toring list. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom 
earlier in July mandated 
that all schools in counties 
on the watchlist would 
have to start with a dis-
tance learning model and 
continue in that fashion 
until the county was off the 
list for 14 days.

“Our students’ and 
staff ’s safety is always 
going to be the absolute 
top priority,” said Superin-
tendent Katherine Aguirre 
during a Mojave Chamber 
of Commerce virtual meet-
ing on Thursday, July 23.

She added even if 
the school district were 
allowed to start with some 
in-class instruction “it is 
just not feasible with the 

number of restrictions 
placed on all the campus-
es,” including bus trans-
portation.

“Our routes would go 
from one trip for the entire 
group to five trips for all 
the routes every morning,” 
Aguirre said.

Aguirre said her team 
of cabinet members -- the 
district’s administrative 
team -- will provide an ex-
cellent roadmap during the 
initial phase into the start 
of the school year. She also 
credited the collective bar-
gaining units representing 
teachers and classified 
staff for ensuring a smooth 

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

CALIFORNIA CITY - The sale of a Califor-
nia City icon is pending a judge’s ruling on Aug. 
19, according to an update from the California 
Department of Business Oversight.

Thomas W. McNamara, the court-appointed 
receiver for Silver Saddle Ranch and Resort, re-
quested the San Diego Superior Court approve 
an offer of $1.77 million for the large ranch 
located northeast of California City.

The ranch property was originally listed on 
the market for $1.89 million when the receiver 
placed the ranch on the market on May 8 under 
real estate broker Kidder Matthews.

Court documents identified the prospective 

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

CALIFORNIA CITY 
-- The California City city 
council identified potential 
empty residential tracts for 
future construction of “tiny 
homes” or small homes 
when it approved a first 
reading of a tiny homes 
ordinance. 

The public hearing was 
continued from a previous 
council meeting due in 
part to time constraints 
from the previous meeting. 
The council voted 3-2 to 
approve the ordinance, 
with Mayor Pro Tem Don 
Parris and Councilmember 

Bill Smith dissenting.
The ordinance still re-

quires a second vote at an 
upcoming council meeting 
to go into effect.

The tracts identified 
include Tract 2898, west 
of Mitchell Blvd. near the 
airport; Tract 2528, located 
near Mitchell just north 
of Mendiburu Blvd.; Tract 
3198, a Second Community 
area south of Silver Saddle 
Ranch.; Tracts 2223, 2404 
and 2630 on the southeast 
portion of town; Tract 
3151 on Randsburg Mojave 
Road near a mobile home 
park; and 2812, north of 
Mendiburu, if existing 

Silver Saddle Ranch sale 
pending August court date

Mojave Unified cements plans 
for August 6 virtual start

Cal City council talks 
tiny homes, IDs tracts

Outdoor tents set up at 
Tehachapi Adventist to 
expand triage space

COURTESY PHOTO

Crews set up outdoor tents at Adventist Tehachapi Hospital to help provide overflow 
space for non-COVID-19 patients.

COURTESY OF CAROLINDA FLEMING

A California City teenager attempts to pull out some 
weeds.

Youth clean up weeds 
at Central Park

COURTESY OF CAROLINDA FLEMING

California City teenagers clean up weeds around Cen-
tral Park over the weekend.
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