
BY PATTI ORR

  BORON – Imagine; one 
day waking up and finding 
out your natural father is 
alive and well living in the 
same state as you are. That’s 
exactly what happened to 
Patricia Stanberry a few 
months ago; Mrs. Stanber-
ry’s natural father has lived in Crescent City, California 
since 1973 (after a 13-year absence) with his wife and 
neither father nor daughter knew each until a DNA test 
clarified their relationship.

  During an in-person interview, we talked with Patty 
(as she is well known by in Boron) to get her story; she 
pulled out a photo album of items which were sent to her 
then she began. The following is an account of her story 
(parts of the story contributed by the Del Norte Triplicate 
out of Crescent City):

  “My husband Dennis talked me into it (the DNA 
testing); it was totally confusing to me at first then my 
sister Stephanie Haygood said she would take me up 
there (Crescent City) to meet him for the first time about 
a month or so ago. When we got there; I felt a sense of 
excitement because I’ve been wondering about my real 
father for most of my life. Dad (George Hartman) told 
me I was a ‘surprise, a total surprise.’ I always knew my 
real father was out there somewhere; my mom told us 
kids that we came from different fathers.”
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STAFF REPORT
INYOKERN -  Kern 

County Sheriff ’s Office is 
investigating a homicide 
incident after coroners 
ruled a June 14 incident as 
a homicide, according to a 
news release.

Deputies found the 
body of 62-year-old Susan 
Alfson at her home in 
Inyokern on June 14. On 
Friday, the coroner’s office 
released a report stating he 
death was due to stran-
gulation and called it a 
homicide. 

A homicide investi-
gation was started and 
detectives responded to the 
scene. The investigation 
is ongoing, but homicide 
investigators have identi-
fied a person of interest in 
this case.

Detectives would like 
to speak to anyone who 
has information about this 
case. If you have any in-
formation about this case 
please call the Sheriff ’s 
Office at 661-831-3110 or 
Secret Witness at 661-322-
4040.

MDN staff report
ROSAMOND — Rosa-

mond Community Services 
District’s general manager 
will continue in his role for 
two years, with a boost in 
pay, following a 4-0 vote 
by the CSD’s board on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9.

The general manager, 
Steve Perez, will receive 
an additional $12,600 
per year, with his contract 
extended through June 
2023.

Perez was hired by the 
board in June 2019 on a 
two-year contract with a 
salary of almost $153,600. 
With the amended con-
tract now in place, Perez’s 
salary boosted to $161,366 
a year on July 1 and will 
increase again to $166,207 
a year starting Jan. 1

California City — The 
Veterans of War Post 9375 
in California City will hold 
a small motorcycle ride 
down California City Bou-
levard at 6 p.m. on Sept. 18 
followed by a ceremony to 
commemorate POW/MIA 
Day. The ride will start at 
6 p.m. and head from the 
VFW on Neuralia Road 
south on Cal City Boule-
vard to Fastrip Gas Station 
and back.

National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day was es-
tablished in 1979 through 
a proclamation signed by 
President Jimmy Carter. 
Since then, each subse-
quent president has issued 
an annual proclamation 
commemorating the third 
Friday in September as 
National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day. 

In addition to the 
national-level ceremony, 
observances of National 
POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day are held across 
the country on military 
installations, ships at sea, 
state capitols, schools and 
veterans’ facilities.

No matter where they 
are held, these National 
POW/MIA Recognition 
Day ceremonies share the 
common purpose of hon-
oring those who were held 
captive and returned, as 
well as those who remain 
missing.
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MDN staff report
Flags flew at half staff 

on Friday, Sept. 11 as local 
and national agencies paid 
respect to those lost during 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center in New York City, 
the Pentagon and for those 
passengers that died while 
stopping a plane that ulti-
mately crashed in a field in 
Somerset County, Penn.

The attacks claimed 
the lives of 2,997 peo-
ple during the attacks, 
including those passengers 
and crew on the airplanes, 
those in the World Trade 
Center and in the Penta-
gon. Of those who died at 
Ground Zero in New York 
City, 343 were firefighters 
of the FDNY, 37 policed 
officers from the Port of 
Authority of New York and 
New Jersey Police Depart-
ment, 23 police officers 
from NYPD, eight emer-
gency medical technicians 
and paramedics and one 
patrolman from New York 
Fire Patrol.

This year’s commem-

orative activities were 
subdued in large part due 
to limits of sizable gather-
ings due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Several fire 
and police departments 
held their own services 
across the state, a few 
small groups marched with 
flags in Ridgecrest after 
the cancelation of the East 
Kern’s city annual Parade 
of 1,000 flags.

In California City, the 
flag stood at half mast at 
City Hall while American 
flags lined the center me-
dian down California City, 
set by volunteers from the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 9375.

California City Fire 
Chief Jeremy Kosick issued 
a statement regarding the 
19th anniversary of 9/11.

“Today I would ask all 
of us to take pause and 
remember all those who 
lost their lives on Septem-
ber 11th, 2001,” Kosick 
said. “Our Country’s first 
responders and fellow 
citizens courageously and 
selflessly, gave up their 

lives to help others, know-
ing that they may never 
return home that day.

“Remember all those 
who came from all parts 
of our country to search 
for survivors, our first 
responders, our military, 
our fellow citizens who 
volunteered, and those 
who would later give up 
their lives due to cancer 
and illness from working 
at ground zero.”

Kosick added, “I would 
also ask each of us to think 
back to the following day 
of September 12, 2001, and 
remember how our county 
came together with unity, 
patriotism, and our resolve 
to help others. Let us never 
forget the sacrifices that 
were made that day and 
the days to come. Let us 
never forget what we stand 
for as a people and as a 
nation. And let us never 
forget to help one another, 
in both the good times, 
and the dark times. Never 
forget 9/11.”

9/11 remembered

JACK BARNWELL/MOJAVE DESERT NEWS

Flags line California City Boulevard on Friday, Sept. 11 to commemorate the losses 
suffered during and following the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001. The flags were set 
by  Cal City’s VFW Post.

JACK BARNWELL/MOJAVE DESERT NEWS

Flags are set up outside the VFW Post in California City on Friday, Sept. 11 to com-
memorate the losses of the 2001 9/11 terrorist attacks.
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Patricia Stanberry holds 
up a newspaper article 
from Crescent City about 
her story.
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Patricia Stanberry holding a photo of her father taken 
in Dec. 1962.

Commissioner inquiry turns 
into free speech forum

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

A call by California City 
Mayor Pro Tem Don Parris 
to take action against Jim 
Creighton, the city’s plan-
ning commission chair, 
returned to the council 
chamber Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
only to become a discus-
sion on free speech.

Parris had originally 
submitted the item in a 
very brief report at an Au-
gust council meeting but 
pulled it from the agenda 
after councilmembers Ron 
Smith and Nick Lessenev-
itch noted concerns about 
it.

Parris submitted a 
slightly longer report for 
the Tuesday meeting, 
alleging that Creighton 
spoke about privileged air-
port leases, calling the city 
council “liars and thieves” 
regarding the special tax 
and making disparaging 
comments about the coun-
cil while sitting in the au-
dience prior to California’s 
stay-at-home order. Parris 
also noted that Creighton 
told everyone he does not 
use Facebook “then uses 

his wife’s page to again go 
after Council.”

Another chief topic 
was a letter sent to council 
members requesting infor-
mation on fellow commis-
sioner Carla Conry about 
his “continued disparaging 
remarks to the commis-
sioner from the time she 
was sworn in.”

Conry had filed a 
report against Creighton 
on July 3 after Creighton 
had sent a letter asking for 
information on Conry to 
council members and staff. 
She read her complaint 
at a July 13 commission 
meeting.  She stated that 
Creighton, along with 
Mayor Chuck McGuire, 
had targeted her and said 
the letter emailed to coun-
cilmembers had solicited 
information about her 
private life and activities 
outside official city busi-
ness.

Prior to the discussion, 
Lessenevitch recused him-
self after telling the council 
he received information 
“leading into a lawsuit” 
and had prejudiced him-
self on the discussion.

Parris prefaced his 

complaint by saying the 
item has nothing to do 
with him running for may-
or or Creighton for council 
in the Nov. 3 election.

“I feel that Ms. Conry 
that because filed the com-
plaint, the council should 
hear the complaint that 
she is concerned about,” 
Parris said. 

City Attorney Christian 
Bettenhausen cautioned 
council members to not 
use the forum as a politi-
cal forum or “as a place to 
unnecessarily disparaging 
someone.” He noted that 
the council reserves the 
right to appoint or remove 
someone from the com-
mission without having to 
conduct a public forum.

When McGuire issued 
the mandate to refrain 
from disparaging remarks, 
resident Al Hutson called 
it a restriction on free 
speech.

Hutson also noted that 
the council hearing regard-
ing Creighton infringed 
on his First Amendment 
rights. 

“To single someone 
out and strip away their 
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BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

MOJAVE - The Mojave Unified School District 
board of trustees moved on Sept. 1 to adopt a “Learning 
Continuity and Attendance Plan” or LCP, to help navigate 
teaching during the novel coronavirus pandemic that 
forced schools to close down for in-class instruction.

The decision comes as the district entered its second 
month of distance learning, something the board adopt-
ed in July just before Gov. Gavin Newsom issued orders 
for schools in counties not meeting specific COVID-19 
benchmarks to close down.

“This is the plan that was required to be put in place 
by the state,” said Superintendent Katherine Aguirre. “It’s 
a very comprehensive plan to make sure students stay 
engaged.”

According to board president Larry Adams, the plan 
will cost about $2.7 million to implement, including 
everything from hardware and curriculum to physical 
safety precautions to prevent COVID-19 spreads

“That is a considerable amount of money and consid-
erable effort put forth to try to make the learning process 
sound and solid for our students,” Adams said.

The plan puts forth strategies for pupil participation 

MUSD Board moves 
to adopt learning plan 
during COVID-19

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

Kern County’s chief ad-
ministrative officer threw 
down the gloves Thursday, 
Sept. 10, days after the 
State of California artifi-
cially adjusted metrics in 

the county’s COVID-19 
metrics.

The metrics, according 
to CAO Ryan Alsop, offset 
the lower average of people 
being tested compared to 
the state numbers. Kern 
County remains in the 

Kern’s CAO demands 
change after state inflates 

county COVID rates
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COURTESY KERN COUNTY

Kern County Chief Administrative Officer Ryan Alsop 
issued a demand to Gov. Gavin Newsom on Thursday 
following a new change that inflated Kern’s COVID-19 
case rate. Alsop said the state needs to stop moving 
“goalposts” and have its public health team work with 
counties more on public health measures.


