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By Patti Orr
  CALIF. CITY - A Hit 

and Run incident left 
a Calif. City woman in 
critical condition after she 
was struck by a vehicle on 
N. Loop; the incident oc-
curred in the early evening 
hours of Jan. 18th in the 
9300 block of N. Loop.

  According to a Calif. 
City Police Department 
press release, a call came 
into the dispatch center 
at approximately 5:45pm 
for a vehicle vs pedestrain 
traffic collision. When 
officers arrived, they found 
an adult female identified 
as 41-year old Yardley 
Yolanda Rojas suffer-
ing from major injuries. 
Calif. City Fire Station #19 
responded to the scene as 
well as Hall Ambulance 
and transported Rojas to a 
nearby hospital where she’s 
listed in critical condition. 
Calif. City officers started 
their investigation into the 
incident and discovered 
that Rojas was struck by 
an either Silver or Grey un-
known model Toyota with 
front end damage to the 
vehicle that fled the scene 
after the incident; officers 
have been unable to locate 
the vehicle.

  The Calif. City Police 
Department is asking for 
anyone who knows Rojas, 
is a family member or has 
information to help police 
in locating the suspect 
vehicle to please contact 
them at 1-760-373-8606 or 
may use the Kern County 
Secret Witness hotline at 
1-661-322-4040 and refer 
to case number CR23-
0068.

  The Mojave Desert 
News wishes to extend 
their sincere hope to Ms. 
Rojas for a speedy recovery 
and hopes that anyone 
with information into this 
incident to please come 
forward.
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By Patti Orr
  TRONA - A Tro-

na mom of 2 kids was 
arrested after a fire broke 
out inside her home; the 
incident occurred on Jan. 
16th just after 5:30pm in 
the 13400 block of Athol 
Street.

  According to a San 
Bernardino County Sher-
iff ’s press release, a call 
came into the dispatch 
center for 2 juveniles 
who were not breathing. 
When deputies arrived, 
they found a 2-year old 
(indentified as Catalena 
Fusaro) and her 11-month 
old brother outside the 
home. Emergency per-
sonnel arrived on scene 
and attempted to revive 
the 2-year old who was 
taken to a local hospital 
where she was pronounced 
deceased a short time 
later; the 11-month old was 
transported to a truama 
center and is listed in criti-
cal condition.

  After the fire was ex-
tinguished, deputies from 
the Specialized Investiga-
tions Division Homicide 
Detail began an investi-
gation into what caused 
the blaze and determined 
that the children were left 
home alone by their moth-
er who was later identified 
as 26-year old Nikia Rain 
Magby of Trona; the in-
vestigation is ongoing and 
further information will be 
released when it becomes 
available.

  Magby was arrested 
and transported to the 
High Desert Detention 
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CALIFORNIA CITY, Calif. – A new urgent 
care clinic opened its doors Jan. 20 to resi-
dents of California City offering onsite medical, 
lab, and x-ray services as well as occupational 
medical care.

Cal City Urgent Care began providing 
telemedicine phone-based consultations just 
before Christmas while construction of the fa-
cility was being completed. Last week, the new 
medical clinic received certification to open 
its first floor space for in-person patient visits 
under the care of a full-time nurse practitioner, 
an x-ray technician/medical assistant, and its 
owner, Paul Kim, a physician specializing in 
preventive and occupational medicine. Cal 
City Urgent Care is located in approximately 
4,600 square feet of space at 8100 California 
City Blvd., California City, Calif., 93505. Its 
operating hours are Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. – 6 p.m.

The clinic’s offerings include workers’ com-
pensation care, pre-employment drug tests and 
physicals as well as vaccinations, COVID-19 
testing and telemedicine consultations. The 
clinic has started the process to join the net-
work for all health insurances. 

Dr. Kim, who owns three other urgent care 
and occupational medicine facilities around 
inland Southern California, was drawn to the 
sparsely-populated city in the Mojave Desert 
by its need for medical services. California City, 
a town of 15,000 people, has no other urgent 
care clinics and residents must drive to another 
town miles away for simple functions such as 
blood drawing for lab analysis. 

“It was our vision to bring better health care 
access to the area,” Dr. Kim said. “I go where 
the need is.” 

Dr. Kim had planned to open the clinic 
by the end of the year, but multiple obstacles 
including setbacks on deliveries due to the 
isolated location caused delay in the clinic’s full 
opening, he said.

With first hurdles behind him, Dr. Kim is 
in talks with other medical specialists toward 
eventually expanding the clinic’s offerings pos-
sibly with psychiatric and urology services as 
well as obstetrics and gynecology. The urgent 
care facility was designed with a small space 
for a future pharmacy and wellness-oriented 
programs are also under consideration. Other 
plans involve potentially utilizing upstairs 
space for teaching aspects of medical care to 
community college students.

Dr. Kim opened his first urgent care and 
occupational medicine clinic, Keystone In-
dustrial Medicine, in San Bernardino in 2019. 
Previously he served as medical director of 
occupational medicine at Loma Linda Univer-
sity. He is a 2009 graduate of the Loma Linda 
University School of Medicine specializing in 
preventive medicine and is also a graduate of 
the MBA in healthcare management program 
at the Zapara School of Business, La Sierra 
University in Riverside. He also holds a Master 
of Public Health degree from Loma Linda Uni-

versity and is board certified in occupational 
medicine.

Dr. Kim looks forward to interacting with 
residents of California City and plans to involve 

the urgent care clinic at community events 
and activities toward promoting health and 
wellness. 

New urgent care clinic 
opens in California City

By Kayla Canas
On Friday 20, 2023 a 

Parks and Rec commission 
meeting for CB1 update for 
reef removal.

 As our town knows, 
our city lake needs a lot of 
work toward getting it to 
look great again. 

So, there is work on 
getting equipment to start 
moving all the reefs to help 
the water start circulat-
ing.  This has been ap-
proved to check this equip-
ment out and have our city 
workers to be trained on 
using this equipment. 

The city is also looking 
forward to trying to get 
more grants to help repair 
the lakes. 

Update for project 
CB2 is working on getting 

the soccer field back in 
order but needs additional 
funds.  There will be new 
playground equipment 

and a basketball court. But 
the city hopes to get some 
grant to get our city back 
on track. 

Cal City Parks and Rec commission 
works on funding for city lake/parks
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Commissioner Broussard, Vice Chair Shauna Royten, Chair Lucy, Commissioner 
Harris Clark.
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Theresa Oaks.

By Patti Orr
  CALIF. CITY – Calif. City has a new police chief; 

meet Chief Jesse Hightower. On Jan. 19th; we had a sit-
down interview with Chief Hightower and this is what he 
had to tell us about his position, life and future plans as 
Police Chief; after the interview, Chief Hightower took us 
on a guided tour of the facility in which he works to show 
us the ins and outs of the Calif. City Police Dept.

  MDN - So chief; first of all, if you can tell us a little 
bit about yourself, how long have you been in law en-
forcement?

Chief Hightower - Well, I started in 1999; I worked 
for the prison up here in town for a couple of years, and 
in 2002, I came to Cal City PD. So, I’ve been with Cal 
City PD for 21 years now. I graduated from the River-
side Sheriff ’s Academy and have actually been with this 
department ever since. So, I’ve seen the changes. 

  MDN - Now, when you came to Calif. City, did you 
start out as a patrol officer or what? 

  Chief Hightower - Yeah. So, after the completion of 
the Academy, I basically came to work as a trainee and 
then was put on what’s called a “field training program” 

California City has 
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California City Police Chief Jesse Hightower. 
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