
$1.00

M
D

Inserts: Dollar General, Unsung Heroes Tab

Thursday, March 26, 2020 | 82nd Year • No. 13

COVID-19 
updates

Mojave Desert 
News

The Mojave Desert 
News offices will be 
closed to walk-in traffic 
until further notice. Pay-
ments may still be made 
by calling the office at 
760-373-4812. Display 
and classified advertis-
ing may also be placed 
by calling the office 
or via email at sales@
desertnews.com

Chamber 
Business 

Brew
The California City 

Chamber of Commerce 
Business Brew for March 
has been canceled.

Edwards Air 
Force Base
South Gate will be 

closed until further 
notice and Edwards 
AFB will only be open 
to active duty and their 
dependents or people 
who work or reside on 
the installation.

Rosamond 
Community 

Services  
District

The Rosamond Com-
munity Services District 
lobby will be closed until 
further notice.

Customer service 
staff will continue to be 
available by telephone 
during normal business 
hours. If you have some-
thing you need to deliver 
to the district, please 
email it to customerser-
vice@rosamondcsd.com 
or send it via FAX to 
661-256-2557.

As a reminder, 
payments can be made 
online and via phone, 
mail, or district drop-box, 
no cash accepted. New 
service applications and 
disconnection forms can 
be sent to customerser-
vice@rosamondcsd.com.

Our customer service 
phone number is 661-
256-3411. In case of an 
emergency, please call 
661-816-5345. 

Mojave  
Unified meal 

pick up
Mojave Unified 

School District will 
provide a  no cost   sack 
lunch each day and a  no 
cost   sack breakfast for 
the next day for families 
with children ages 2 to 
18 (ID may be required).  
Children must be pres-
ent in order for meals to 
be provided . Since meals 
cannot be consumed 
on site, the district will 
distribute meals for pick 
up from  10 a.m. to noon, 
Monday through Friday,  
at the following loca-
tions :
California City Meal  
Pick Up Locations
California City Mid-

dle School: 
9736 Redwood Blvd. 
California City High 

School: 
8567 Raven Way

Mojave Meal Pick Up 
Locations

Joshua Middle 
School: 

3200 Pat Avenue 
Mojave Jr./Sr. High 

School: 
15732 “O” Street
For drive up orders, 

please stay in your car 
and meals will be passed 
through to you. If you 
are walking, a pick-up 
table will be available.

Accommodations 
for allergies and dietary 
restrictions will be avail-
able upon request.

INSIDE:
Kern Superior 
Court changes

Kern Census 
compliance

MOJAVE – A man 
was shot and killed after 
an altercation with Kern 
County Sheriff deputies 
March 21 at the Family 
Dollar store in the 2300 
block of State Route 58.

According to a press 
release, deputies were 
dispatched to a report of 
a man refusing to leave 
the store around 11:30 
in the morning. Upon 
arrival, deputies contact-

CALIFORNIA CITY – 
California City officials say 
they are taking COVID-19 
precautions very seriously 
and working around the 
clock to balance govern-
ment compliance and the 

needs of the community.
“Fire Chief Jeremy 

Kosick and Fire Captain 
David Orr are heading our 
Emergency Operations,” 
said City Manager Anna 
Linn. “The city’s team 

will coordinate with Red 
Cross, Salvation Army, 
FEMA and all other 
government relief agencies 
available to help Califor-
nia City residents. This is 
an unprecedented time in 

world history so definite 
protocols are still being 
ironed out. Our citizens 
are our first priority.”

Senior residents can 
sign up for Meals on 
Wheels through Kern 

County, contact Yvetta 
Roldan, East Kern su-
pervisor for the nutrition 
program at 661-256-0557. 
The California City Senior 

Second dispensary now open

Royal apothecary Owner/President David Kim, left, and Vice President of Operations Jason Lee pose for a 
photograph at their recently opened cannabis business March 12. Located at 19821 Neuralia Road, the busi-
ness is open from noon to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays and offer 
delivery in the California City area.

By John D. Bennett 
Editor 
editor@desertnews.com

CALIFORNIA 
CITY – The city’s second 
cannabis retail storefront 
and delivery business is 
now open, with a grand 
opening scheduled for 
April 20. Royal Apoth-
ecary, 19821 Neuralia 
Road, is also a vertically 
integrated cannabis 
business, with licenses to 
expand into cultivation, 
manufacturing and dis-
tribution. The business 

is open from noon to 9 
p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and noon to 5 
p.m. on Sundays. They 
currently offer delivery 
only in the California City 
area.

“It was serendipi-
tous,” said President and 
Owner David Kim on 
March 12. “My mom and 
family had purchased 
land 20 years ago, never 
thinking it would be a 
cannabis-related project, 
but that obviously gave 
us some insight into what 
was happening in town.”

Kim is a professional 
ballet dancer as well as 
a businessman while 
brother-in-law and Vice 
President of Operations 
Jason Lee is a profession-
al chef with many years 
of retail and business 
experience. 

“When we heard 
the city was legalizing 
cannabis, David came 
up to do some research 
and decided it might be 
a good venture for us to 
go into,” said Lee. “We 
started looking for some 
land and found this plot, 

along with some other 
ones, that’s how every-
thing started.”

Royal Apothecary of-
fers a variety of products 
of both THC and CBD 
content. THC is the main 
psychoactive compound 
in marijuana that gives 
the high sensation while 
CBD does not produce 
that sensation, but works 
to alleviate anxiety, pain 
and other conditions.

“We feel really, really 
just blessed to be in this 
business right now at 

Deputy 
shoots, 

kills  
suspect

Royal Apothecary opens  
storefront and delivery service Advisors to the Aera 

Energy Fund at Kern 
Community Foundation 
have generously com-
mitted $100,000 to the 
Kern County COVID-19 
Relief Fund. The Relief 
Fund was established to 
support community needs 
identified by our non-
profit partners in human 
services, health, housing 
and education, and will 
make grants to nonprofits 
providing aid to impacted 
individuals and families in 
Kern County. The online 
grant application goes live 
tomorrow, March 21, at 
www.kernfoundation.org/

Aera to  
support 

relief 
efforts

TEHACHAPI – On 
March 17 at about 7:30 
p.m., officers with the 
Tehachapi Police Depart-
ment were dispatched 
to an armed robbery in 
progress at the AT&T store 
located in the 600 Block of 
Tucker Road.

Officers discovered that 
two suspects armed with 
handguns had entered the 
store and demanded the 
employee open the cash 
register and the safe. One 
of the suspects struck the 
employee on the side of 
the face with the handgun 
causing a laceration to 
the employees’ left eye. 
The suspects obtained an 
undisclosed amount of 

currency and fled the store 
on foot.

As the suspects reached 
the parking area, they 
encountered an occupied 
Ford F-350 truck where 
they forced the occupants 
from the truck at gun-
point. One suspect fled the 
scene in the stolen truck 
and the other suspect fled 
the scene in an unknown 
colored SUV.

The stolen truck is 
described as a 2015 Ford 
F-350, White in color, Ca. 
License: 47313V1 with 
“Union Engineering” de-
cals on the doors.

The suspects are de-

Tehachapi robbery 
suspects sought

BAKERSFIELD – I 
understand that this is a 
very stressful time, espe-
cially for those suffering 
direct effects from this 
public health crisis, and 
my office is committed 
to helping in any way 
we can. Kern County 
property owners affected 
by the COVID-19 virus 
may have late penalties 
canceled if they are un-
able to pay their property 
taxes by the April 10 

deadline.
We have no authority 

to extend the April 10 
deadline, as it is specified 
in State Law.  However, 
beginning on April 11, 
the day after property 
taxes are due, people 
unable to pay on time 
for reasons related to 
COVID-19 may submit a 
request for penalty can-
cellation with their pay-
ment. Special COVID-19 
Penalty Cancellation 

Request forms can be 
found on our website 
at www.kcttc.co.kern.
ca.us beginning on April 
11.  Once County offices 
reopen, the department 
will set up a special team 
to process these requests 
for those who demon-
strate they were affected 
by the outbreak.

We encourage all 
property owners who can 

In response to Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s execu-
tive order, Kern County 
Public Works announced 
the following changes.

• The Kern County 
Public Services Building 
at 2700 M St. in Ba-
kersfield is closed to the 
public.

• The Boron Landfill 
will be open for self-
haul loads only on the 
following days: Monday, 
noon to 4 p.m.; Thurs-
day, noon to 4 p.m. and 

Saturday from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

• The Bena, Shafter, 
Taft, Tehachapi, Ridge-
crest and Mojave Land-
fills will remain open for 
normal business hours. 
The Randsburg Bin Site 
also remains open for 
normal operating hours.

• All Special Waste 
Facilities are temporarily 
closed.

• All Household Haz-
ardous Waste Temporary 
Collection Events are 

postponed.
• Road Maintenance 

will continue with avail-
able resources focused 
on keeping roads open 
and safe.

• Traffics signals and 
signs will remain main-
tained and operational.

• Only safety related 
road construction and 
waste construction proj-
ects will continue.

• Kern Sanitation 

Treasurer-Tax Collector statement 
regarding April property tax deadline

Kern County Public 
Works update

‘Our citizens are our first priority’
City aims to balance government COVID-19 

compliance with needs of the community
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