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Independence Day is 
just around the corner 
and with it comes the 
time-honored tradition of 
setting off fireworks in the 
night sky while saluting 
the Star Spangled Banner.

While California City 
will not be holding its 
public fireworks show in 
Central Park this year, 
residents can still set off 
their own pyrotechnics 
-- at least those on the Cal-
ifornia Fire Marshal’s “Safe 
and Sane” fireworks list.

California City will not 
hold its event due to Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s March 17 
order mandating all large-
scale events not to be held 
in order to limit the spread 
of the novel coronavirus. 

Businesses and non-
profit groups have been 
setting up their stalls along 
the streets for a few days 
now, waiting for the dead-
line set by local and county 
officials to begin selling.

In California City, 
residents can start buying 
and safely discharging fire-
works beginning at noon 
on June 28 through noon 
on July 5.

People who set off 
unapproved fireworks 
(including those purchased 
from an unapproved 
distributor or from out of 
state) found in possession 
of will be fined $1,500 per 
violation and arrested or 
cited. 

Residents living in 
Mojave, Rosamond, Boron 
and other unincorporated 
areas are subject to Kern 
County guidelines. 

For Rosamond resi-
dents and vendors, sale of 
fireworks in those areas 
begin June 28 at noon 
from noon to 11 p.m. in 
Rosamond, and from 6 
a.m. to 11 p.m. on June 29.

For other unincorpo-
rated areas in East Kern, 
fireworks can be sold 
starting:

• July 1, noon to 11 p.m.
• July 2-3, 6 a.m. to 11 

p.m.
• July 4, 6 a.m. to 12:01 

a.m. (one minute past 
midnight).

Setting off fireworks 
can commence July 1:

• July 1, noon to 12:01 
a.m. ( just past midnight)

• July 2-3, 9 a.m. to 
12:01 a.m. 

• July 4, 9 a.m. to 12:30 
a.m.

The Kern County Fire 
Department has a steep 
fine system for those who 
violate the rules or set off 
illegal fireworks. Violators 
can be fined $1,500 for the 
first offense, $2,000 for 
the second and $2,500 for 
all subsequent violations.

In addition, Kern 
County enforces a “social 
host liability” ordinance 
approved by the Board 
of Supervisors in 2015. 
According to Kern County 
Fire Department, the ordi-
nance notes “that if illegal 
fireworks are possessed, 
manufactured, discharged, 
stored or sold on his/her 
private or commercial 
property, the owner or 
tenant of that property is 
liable and will be cited.”

People should take pre-
cautions when setting off 
fireworks, such as having a 
hose or bucket of water for 
expired fireworks, lighting 
“Safe and Sane “ fireworks 
in areas clear of dry grass, 
bushes fences and build-
ings, and keeping children 
clear of the lighting area. 
The use of “Safe and Sane” 
fireworks are permitted on 
private property only.

Both California City 
and Kern County are 
encouraging residents 
to report use of illegal 
fireworks. For Cal City 
residents, call California 
City Police Department 
dispatch at 760-373-8606. 
Kern County residents 
can report to the KCFD by 
calling 1-877-347-3847 or 
via an online tool at www.
kerncountyfire.org.

Firework shows
Due to the current 2019 

novel coronavirus pan-
demic affecting California 

By – Patti Orr

  BORON – The COVID-19 pandemic nor 
windy conditions couldn’t stop the Bobcats 
from doing what they do best; defeat they’re 
opponent. For the second time in Boron High 
School history, the Boron High School Class 
of 2020 brazed windy conditions to hold their 
graduation ceremony on the Lawrence Klein 
Memorial Stadium football field; the first Bo-
ron High School graduation outdoors was held 
on June 10, 1982. The ceremony took place 
on the home side of the field June 16th with a 
family only audience. The ceremony started at 
approximately 5 p.m. with the Class of 2020 
arriving on a school bus which took them for 
one last ride around the track then with Pomp 
and Circumstance playing, each student exited 
the bus and made their way across to their 
rightful place on the sidelines.

  Boron High School Principal David Wiggs 
welcomed everyone to the ceremony then 
introduced Jordyn Lee-York who is the Class 
of 2020 Senior Class President. Miss Lee-York 
also welcomed everyone and introduced Muroc 
Joint Unified School District Superintendent 
Kevin Cordes, School Board President Sher-
man Burkhead, Chief Business Officer Trevor 
Walker, Board Members Matt Carter and 
Deandra Davies, Guidance Counselor Sonnett 
Davies and Attendance Secretary Becca Mc-
Cormick. Miss Lee-York then called upon Class 
of 2020 Valedictorians Aaron Core and Bryson 
Job to give speeches. 

After the speeches, Mr. Wiggs then called 
upon Mr. Cordes to give a few words of encour-
agement. 

Mr. Cordes commented, “I’ve been won-
dering why graduation hasn’t been held on the 
football field before and with the wind, now I 
understand why also, the last time we graduat-
ed a class on the football field, Ronald Reagan 
was President”. 

Mr. Wiggs presented and Mr. Cordes ac-
cepted the Class of 2020 then it was on to the 
receiving of the diploma. One by one the grad-
uates took the stage to receive their high school 
diploma then after “fist bumps” exited in an 
orderly fashion. The Boron High School Class 
of 2020 ended their ceremony by the “Turning 
of the Tassel” then exiting to the Boron High 
School “Fight Song” and boarded the same bus 
for one last ride as students to the quad area 
for a photo opportunity.

The Boron Junior High School Class of 
2020 held a drive-thru ceremony at approx-
imately 7 p.m. the same day. Students had 
already received the Promotion Certificates 
however; they as well as their parents wanted a 
more formal ceremony as in years before. Like 
Boron High, the Jr. High Class of 2020 was the 
first Boron Jr. High School class in the schools 
history to have their ceremony outside in spite 
of the windy conditions. 

Parents and family members lined the track 
around the football field then one by one, each 
vehicle made its way to the stage area where 
Mr. Wiggs presented awards then a photo 

opportunity with the principal for the last time 
as a junior high student.

West Boron Elementary School promoted 
the 6th grade Class of 2020 in a drive-thru 
ceremony, which took place in front of the 
school on June 11th at 6 p.m. Families of the 
6th graders lined up in the parking area of the 
school and one by one, each student was driven 
to their designated spot then exited their vehi-
cle to receive their promotion certificate and 
photo opportunity.

 The Mojave Desert News would like to con-
gratulate the West Boron Elementary School 
Class of 2020, the Boron High School Class of 
2020 and the Boron Jr. High Class of 2020; in 
spite of the COVID-19 pandemic and quaran-
tine, you still did it. Best Wishes in the Future.

$1.00

M
D

Proudly Serving the Eastern Kern County Communities • Boron • California City • Mojave • Ridgecrest • Rosamond • Tehachapi

Thursday, June 25, 2020 | 82nd Year • No. 26

The Boron High School Class of 2020 prepares for graduation.
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Boron High School Class of 2020 Valedictorians 
Bryson Job and Aaron Core each gave a speech to  
their classmates and families during ceremony.
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“High School, here I come,” says one promot-
ed 8th grader.
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CALIFORNIA CITY 
-- California City Police 
Department released the 
identity of a woman who 
was found dead on June 
5 in the desert east of 
Randsburg and Mojave 
Road, just south of the 
cemetery.

CCPD and Kern 
County coroner IDed the 
woman as Tina Marie 
McDaniel, a longtime 
California City resident.

“The initial investi-
gation so far has deter-
mined that there was 
no evidence of foul  play 
located at the scene and 
that Tina’s death may 
have been accidental 
stemming from the 
extreme heat during that 
day, as well as underlying 
health issues,” the CCPD 
news release stated.

The case is pending 
until the Kern County 
coroner’s office com-
pletes its report and 
investigation.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the case 
is encouraged to contact 
the police department at 
760-373-8606.

Cal City PD 
investigating 
June 5 death

ROSAMOND -- Los 
Angeles County Sheriff 
Department detectives 
shot and killed a man 
late Wednesday after-
noon in Rosamond, ac-
cording to that agency’s 
reports.

The man was later 
identified as Ter-
ron Boone, the the 
half-brother of Robert 
Fuller, a young black 
who was found hanging 
from a tree in Palmdale 
last week. The identity 
was confirmed by Jamon 
Hicks, the attorney for 
the Fuller family.

LASD press officers 
said the the shooting 
occurred during a 
kidnapping and assault 
investigation, which is 
being handled by the 
sheriff department’s 
major crimes unit.

LASD did not identify 
the fatally shot man as 
Boone. Los Angeles 
County court records 
indicated that he was 
charged Tuesday with 
several criminal counts, 
including assault, do-
mestic violence and false 
imprisonment. 

The shooting oc-
curred at around 4:40 
p.m. Wednesday in the 
2400 block of 15th Street 
West.

LASD stated that 
detectives were tracking 
a suspect wanted for kid-
napping and assault with 
a deadly weapon when 
they identified the man 
matching the suspect’s 
description in a car being 
driven by a woman. A 
7-year-old girl was also 
in the vehicle.

Investigators recov-
ered a handgun from the 
scene.

Detectices attempted 
to conduct a traffic stop 
when the suspect opened 
the passenger door 
and began shooting at 
deputies, according the 
LASD reports. Deputies 
returned fire, killing the 
man and injuring the 
woman driver.

The child was unin-
jured, according to the 
sheriff ’s department.

LASD stated that 
the detectives were not 
wearing cameras, but is 
trying to recover footage 
from home surveillance 
systems in the area. 
Survellience video was 
initially posted on social 
media by the Rosamond 
Community Watchdog 

LA Sheriff’s 
deputies 
shoot, kill 
half-brother 
of man found 
hanging in 
Palmdale
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Fireworks light up California City’s night sky in 2018.

Fireworks going on sale, 
area shows to light sky July 4

Masks now required 
in public gatherings
By Jack Barnwell
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom issued a manda-
tory face mask order for 
state residents on June 
18, requiring that face 
coverings be worn in most 
public settings.

The decision follows 
growing concern of a spike 
in coronavirus cases is due 
to residents not taking 
the proper precautions to 
maintain a social distance 
and regularly wash hands.

Under the new guide-
lines, residents will have 
to wear face masks when 
going shopping, taking 
public transit and seeking 
medical care.

“Simply put, we are see-
ing too many people with 
faces uncovered — putting 
at risk the real progress we 
have made in fighting the 
disease,” Newsom said in 
a statement. “California’s 
strategy to restart the 
economy and get people 
back to work will only be 
successful if people act 

safely and follow health 
recommendations. That 
means wearing a face cov-
ering, washing your hands 
and practicing physical 
distancing.”

The governor’s admin-
istration did not outline 
how the order would 
be enforced or whether 
violations would be subject 
to citations or penalties. 
When Newsom issued the 
statewide stay-at-home in 
March to curb the spread 
of COVID-19, he made 
it clear that enforcement 
would be left to cities and 
counties.

Kern County officials 
remained out of the loop 
as of June 19 on how 
local governments should 
enforce the new mandate, 
including Chief Adminis-
trative Officer Ryan Alsop.

“The State has provided 
no information on how 
they plan to enforce their 
order,” Kern County Chief 
Administrative Officer 
Ryan Alsop wrote in an 
email to the Bakersfield 
Californian on Friday. “The 

Planning commission 
approves prison 
property subdivision
By Jack Barnwell
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

The California City 
planning commission 
approved a tentative parcel 
map Tuesday night for 
the Corecivic property 
that houses the California 
City Correctional Facility 
(CAC).

The decision tentative-
ly subdivides the single 
321.5-acre property into 
three parcels, ranging 
from 39.6 acres to 216.5 
acres “for the future of 
Corecivic future business 
dealings.” It also sets aside 
future rights-of-way for 
when construction on an 
expanded facility begins.

A final parcel will be 
needed.

While the planning 

commission approved the 
parcel map, the decision 
does not currently allow 
grading permits, building 
permits or other develop-
ment.

“In the words of our 
civil engineer, this is kind 
of a ‘napkin sketch,’ of the 
final parcel map,” said 
City Planner Shawn Monk 
during the commission 
meeting. “The final map, 
which will be done after 
this tentative map, will be 
a lot more on the engineer-
ing side.”

Corecivic has owned 
the land since 1997. The 
U.S. government began 
holding federal prisoners 
at the facility in 2006; the 
California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabil-
itation began leasing the 
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Boron Celebrates Class of 2020 
Graduates in Outdoor Ceremonies
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