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Riders, with a Cal City Police Department escort, from the Califor-
nia City VFW and American Legion ride down Cal City Boulevard on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 as part of the Veterans Day ceremony.
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MDN staff report
CALIFORNIA CITY 

— California City Police 
Chief Jon Walker has 
been vindicated following 
a Fair Political Practices 
Commission investigation 
related to a complaint filed 
by resident Tami Johnson 
in June.

The complaint alleged 
that failed to properly file 
a Form 700, or statement 
of economic interest, as 
required by California 
state law. Johnson’s com-
plaint claimed that Walker 
was connected to Fast 
Response Security prior to 
being hired as police chief 
at the start of 2020, and 
that he failed to disclose 
that income on his form.

The FPPC in its Oct. 
27 letter states that the 
claim was disproven and 
promptly closed the case. 

THE BAKERSFIELD 
CALIFORNIAN

Kern County public 
health will hire temporary 
workers to be deployed to 
disadvantaged areas of the 
county starting next week 
under a plan announced 
Tuesday to provide 
COVID-19 outreach and 
education to vulnerable 
populations.

The decision appears to 
be a stopgap measure after 
supervisors three weeks 
ago refused to award a 
$1 million contract to 
Building Healthy Com-
munities Kern, a coalition 
of grassroots community 
groups that work in out-
lying valley communities 
and was recommend by 
Kern County Public Health 
Services Director Matt 
Constantine’s office to do 
the work. Supervisor Zack 
Scrivner said he wouldn’t 
support awarding the 
group the money, which 
is grant money from the 
state, because it had advo-

CALIFORNIA CITY 
— The annual “Wreaths 
for Veterans” ceremony 
honoring veterans who are 
buried at California City 
Memorial Park Cemetery 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 
19 at 1 p.m.

The annual tradition is 
being coordinated by local 
residents Colleen Murillo 
and Heidi Stroh and falls 
on the same day as the 
national “Wreaths Across 
America” event and hun-
dreds of local ceremonies 
across the nation.

As part of the ceremo-
ny, wreaths will be placed 
on veterans’ graves in re-
membrance of their honor 
and service to the nation. A 
motorcycle parade will es-
cort the wreaths from the 
VFW Post 9375 parking lot 
on Neurallia Road starting 
at 12:40 p.m. Riders 
interested in participating 
should meet and line up by 
12:30 p.m.

A small ceremony will 
precede the laying of the 
wreaths.

A potluck luncheon 
will follow at VFW Post 
9375, with covered dishes 
appreciated.

Donations are welcome 
to help fund the ceremony. 
For more information or to 
donate, call 760-373-4505.
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Small American flags mark the graves of U.S. veterans buried at Cali-
fornia City Memorial Park, placed by Boy Scouts earlier that day.

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

The California City American 
Legion and VFW held a ceremony 
Wednesday at the California City 
Memorial Park honoring veterans 
on Veterans Day. 

The sound of motorcycles 
sounded as the escort of vehicles 
left the VFW Post on Neuralia 
Road at 10:45 a.m. and rode down 
Cal City Boulevard with a police 
escort toward the cemetery. As 
they passed under the pedestrian 
overpass linking both sides of the 
Tierra del Sol Golf Course, the 
American flag was released to pay 
respect to veterans living and dead 
that served in the U.S. military.

Along the way, the parade 
of motorcycles passed a center 
median lined with flags planted by 
the VFW.

Hours earlier at the cemetery 
Boy Scouts had adorned the grave 
markers of the veterans buried 
in California City with American 
flags.

The ceremony’s keynote speak-
er was Air Force Chief Master Sgt. 
Jason Price, superintendent of 
the 412th Maintenance Group at 
Edwards Air Force Base.

Price noted that the ceremo-
nies honoring American veterans 
began more than a century ago 
with the signing of an armistice 
between the Allies and Germany 
on Nov. 11, 1918, signaling a ces-

sation of hostilities during World 
War I.

He noted the day became icon-
ic from President Woodrow Wil-
son’s announcement a year later 
of its importance to it becoming a 
federal holiday in 1938, and again 
in 1958 when Congress amended 
an act transforming Armistice Day 
into Veterans Day. 

“In a calendar filled with 
important dates to remind us of 
our birthday, our anniversary and 
in a year like no other, I’ll submit 
to you there is no more important 
day than today, Veterans Day,” 
Price said. 

He said his presence at the cer-
emony was to “pay respect to the 
giants I walk in the footsteps of, 

the American veteran, the fabric of 
the greatest nation on this earth.”

The nation’s veterans, he said, 
have ensured the freedom of U.S. 
citizens, security for others and 
“bankrolled the American dream 
and given sum the luxury to take it 
for granted.”

“Ronald Reagan said it best: 
some people live an entire lifetime 
and wonder if they ever made a 
difference in the world,” Price said. 
“The veteran does not have that 
problem.”

He added Veterans Day serves 
as a reminder that “freedom is not 
free and a call to service is the corp 
of exceptionalism.”

California City 
American 

Legion, VFW 
honor veterans
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BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

BAKERSFIELD — 
Kern County moved 
back into the state’s most 
restrictive tier after failing 
to meet one of the state’s 
COVID-19 requirements 
under the “Blueprint for a 
Safer Economy,” according 
to the Kern County De-
partment of Public Health.

The move comes as 
California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom announced 
immediate step backs on 
Monday, Nov. 16 for doz-
ens of counties in the state 
as one of the largest spikes 
of the virus occurs.

As a result of the 
backslide into the purple 
tier,  businesses that were 
allowed to re-open at a 
reduced capacity, such as 
restaurants, museums, 
gyms and churches must 
shut down their in-door 
operations again.

The countywide case 
rate, artificially adjusted 
by the state, stood at 8.9 
cases per 100,000 people 
as of Tuesday, according 
to the state’s data. The 
number is up from 6.2 
cases per 100,000 a week 
earlier.

The other metrics 
— testing positivity and 
health equity testing posi-
tivity — remain at or below 
state levels, according to 
Public Health Director 
Matt Constantine. But 
those two are rising. As of 

Tuesday, Nov. 10, the test-
ing positivity was at 5.2% 
(compared to 4.2% last 
week and the health equity 
was 6.8% (5.4%) last week.

Constantine told the 
Kern County Board of 
Supervisors on Nov. 10 if 
the uptick in COVID-19 
positive cases continues 
next week, Kern County 
may slide back into the 
purple tier of the state’s 
blueprint from its current 
position in the red.

“This is a warning 
signal to us,” Constantine 
said. 

The county’s rates 
are artificially adjusted 
because it also falls below 
the state’s testing aver-
age. While testing has 
increased in the county 
significantly, at 192 per 
100,000, the state’s has 
also increased to 272 per 

100,000. In order to catch 
up, Kern County would 
need to test 680 more 
people per day.

Since March, more 
than 36,600 people have 
tested positive for the 
virus, with just over 17,800 
recovering from it. The 
virus has claimed 432 lives 
since the pandemic began. 

Nationally, more than 
245,000 have died from 
COVID-19 or from causes 
related to the virus.

Kern County’s spike in 
COVID-19 cases reflects a 
national trend as hotspots 
have flared up across the 
country, including Wyo-
ming, Utah and Texas. As 
a result, the county has 
taken measures to increase 
its staffing in preparation 
for a new wave of infec-
tions.

Kern County moves back into 
purple tier, must shut down

KERNGOV SCREEN CAPTURE

Kern County Public Health Director Matt Constantine 
provides an update to the Kern County Board of Super-
visors on Tuesday, Nov. 10.
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CALIFORNIA 

CITY — An update by 
Kern County Elections 
Department continues to 
support faces on the Cali-
fornia City city council.

The update was post-
ed at 3:37 p.m. on Sat, 
Nov. 14.

The unofficial results 
show Jeanie O’Laughlin 
maintaining a solid lead 
for mayor, with 1,443 
votes, or 37.83% of the 
vote. Councilman Nick 
Lessenevitch, who still 
has two years left on his 
term, came in second at 
little over 10 percentage 
points behind, or 27.76%, 
earning 1,039 votes. 
Mayor Pro Tem Don 
Parris was third with 494 
votes, incumbent Mayor 
Chuck McGuire with 
465 votes and candidate 
Samuel Pope, Sr. with 
373 votes

Karen Macedonio and 
planning commission 
chair Jim Creighton also 
maintain their leads for 
the two available full-
term city council seats. 
Macedonio earned 2,236 
votes, or 41% of those 
cast, followed by Creigh-
ton with 1,7537 votes. 
Incumbent Councilman 
Ron Smith trailed in 
third with 1,455 votes.

In the bid for the 
short-term council seat, 
businessman Kelly 
Kulikoff pulled ahead of 
candidate Kim Welling in 
the most recent update. 
Kulikoff, as of Saturday, 
was ahead with 1,268 
votes (34.68% of the 
vote) to Welling’s 1,217 
votes (33.29%). In third 
place was LaMiya Patrick 
with 693 votes and Mar-
cus Fair with 78 votes.

In other local races, 
some candidates still 

Election update: 
O’Laughlin, Macedonio, 
Creighton maintain leads; 
Kulikoff pulls ahead for 
short-term council seat

Mayoral candidate Jeanie 
O’Laughlin

Council candidate Jim 
Creighton

Council candidate Karen 
Macedonio 

Council candidate Kelly 
Kulikoffcontinued on page A3

BY JACK BARNWELL
Editor
editor@desertnews.com

CALIFORNIA CITY 
— A San Diego Superior 
Court judge on Nov. 6 
approved the sale of the 
Silver Saddle in California 
City, closing out one part of 
a controversial story relat-
ed to a multi-million dollar 
land sale scheme.

Regulatory Resolutions, 
the state-appointed receiv-

er for the ranch and the 
adjacent Gallielo Project 
property, sought to shed 
itself of the ranch, citing 
significant costs in main-
taining the property. Reg-
ulatory Resolutions is run 
by Thomas McNamara.

After a canceled first 
attempt, the ranch will go 
to Aaron Mamann for $2.1 
million, though Mamann’s 
interest in the ranch was 
not disclosed. In addi-
tion, Mamann has offered 

$900,000 and provided 
escrow for the 1,024-acre 
Project land, which will 
be scheduled for court-ap-
proved sale in a separate 
motion at a future date.

According to an update 
from the receiver, the 
sale was opposed by both 
Accelerated Assets and 
by Thomas Maney, who 
stands accused by the 
California Department 

Silver Saddle sale approved


