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Human 
remains 
found in 
desert

MDN Staff Report 

The Kern County 
Sheriff ’s office announced 
that human remains were 
found in a desert area 
between Mojave and Ro-
samond. 

Officers received a 
report about a possible 
deceased person Monday 
Aug. 15, at about 8:30 
a.m. in an area on Sier-
ra highway near Backus 
Road between Mojave and 
Rosamond. 

When deputies arrived 
on scene, the remains were 
determined to be a decom-
posed human. 

Homicide detectives 
have taken over the case 
and are investigating. They 
identity of the deceased 
will be released at a later 
date.

Cal City man 
who shot at 
police, not 

competent to 
stand trail

MDN Staff Report 

BAKERSFIELD — A 
man accused of shooting 
at police and setting off ex-
plosives inside a California 
City home has been found 
incompetent to stand trial, 
and will be placed in a 
state hospital. 

Two psychiatrists filed 
reports for Shane We-
ber, 29, saying his is not 
competent, which means 
he does not understand 
the proceedings against 
him and cannot assist his 
attorney in preparing a 
defense. 

Criminal proceedings 
against Weber will remain 
suspended until Sept. 7, 
where a judge and attor-
neys will discuss treatment 
and placement. 

Weber remains in jail, 
without bail. 

According to court doc-
uments, Weber’s mother 
went to the Cal City Police 
Department  in January 
2019 with concerns her 
son was suicidal, and 
armed. 

When police ap-
proached him, Weber 
admitted to having explo-
sives, and threatened to set 
them off if he was not left 
alone. 

Just before midnight, 
Weber opened fire on po-
lice and small explosions 
were seen inside the home, 
documents said. 

No officers were hurt. 
Weber was arrested the 
next morning while trying 
to escape. In a search of 
his home, police found 
homemade explosives, 
spent shell casings and 
ammunition. 

Weber was charged 
with multiple counts of 
attempted murder, assault 
with a gun on a peace 
officer and possession of 
an explosive device.

Pump number five is decorated in purple, signaling that one cent per gallon will go 
to the California City Little League. 

MDN Staff Report 

CALIFORNIA CITY — Wonder Acres 
Market Shell is working with the Cal City 
Little League, to help raise additional 
funding. 

From now through Oct 31, every 
gallon of gasoline of diesel purchased on 

dispenser five and six at the Wonder Acres 
Shell will donate one cent per gallon to 
Cal City Little League. 

The funding helps league volunteers 
continue maintenance on the fields and 
dugouts, that they have been working on 
for some time. 

Wonder Acres Shell partners 
with Cal City Little League

Kyarra Harris – Editor 

MOJAVE — The Mojave Air and Space Port Board 
of Directors approves a contract award to fix damage to 
PAPIS on the runway. 

PAPI systems or Precision Approach Path Indicators, 
are visual guides consisting of four light boxes arranged 
perpendicular to the edge of the runway. It projects a pat-
tern of red and white lights that provide visual approach 
slope information. PAPIs also provide a pattern of lights 
to create a descent path for pilots. 

The PAPI system at Mojave was damaged during 
a thunderstorm. Officials say the repairs are already 
budgeted in for the new fiscal year, but asked the board 
to declare the repairs an emergency to move the process 
forward. 

 Officials say it will take about three months to 
wait for the system delivery, then another four months 
for repairs. 

 The board also approved hiring additional 
firefighting resources for the evening time and weekends 
when the airport is busiest. 

 “This is an effort to provide better fire and emer-
gency services,” Acting CEO Tim Reid said. “Most of our 
general aviation flies after work and on weekends — we 
do not have operations or firefighters during those times.” 

 Extra personnel would also allow the airport to 
have better coverage during rocket testing. 

 “There have been requests from the Navy to 
come in the off hours ,” Reid said. “That would not be a 
problem with weekend services.” 

 Currently, the proposal is asking for an addition-
al firefighter to man a truck. County emergency services 
would be called should the firefighter have difficulties 
with the initial incident. 

 Galactic Co. LLC, formally known as the Space 
Ship Company, requested a five year lease with one five-
year extension option. Galactic is currently operating 
under three separate leases, requesting the board consoli-
date them into one, with additional acreage. 

 The board approved the vote unanimously. 

Mojave Air and Space Port 
Board looks into additional 

fire fighting resources

MDN Staff Report 

More than 9,000 items were donated 
and distributed to schools and nonprofits 
in Assemblyman Tom Lackey’s 36th As-
sembly District school supply drive. 

Corporate donors from Learn4Life, 
Antelope Valley Transit Authority, Mental 
Health American, Wifi Hotshots and the 
Walmart Neighborhood Market in Palm-
date were thanked, in addition to individ-
uals who came to donate items during the 
Stuff-a-Bus event in July. 

“I am always so encouraged by the gen-
erosity of the people and businesses in this 
district; they are amazing,” Lackey said.  

Lackey’s office sorted all the items after 
they were donated, and gave them to dif-
ferent schools and organizations, includ-
ing Summer Bridge Day Camp, You are 
Enough Foundation, AV Seed and Grow 
and Sole of the CommUNITY. Several 
schools in East Kern were also recipients 
of the donations.

Officials from the schools said these 
donations would be a blessing for children 
in need. Other nonprofit organizations 
say they have seen the number of people 
showing up to donation drives increasing 
as well. 

Tom Lackey’s Office donates 
thousands of supplies to 

schools, nonprofits 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM LACKEY’S OFFICE

Assemblyman Tom Lackey standing with several donated items ready to be sorted 
and delivered. Larger corporations donated to the event as well as individual resi-
dents. 

Press Release

 Kern County has been awarded $2.7 million in 
Proposition 68 funding from California State Parks to 
facilitate improvements at Buena Vista Aquatic Recre-
ational Area. Only 25 communities in California received 
funding during this allocation of $46 million, and we’re 
proud to be one of them! (The state received more than 
$418 million in funding requests.)

California’s Department of Parks and Recreation 
mentioned our County in their press release today, 
stating, “One grant recipient, Kern County, will receive 
nearly $2.7 million from the Regional Park Program to 
improve Buena Vista Aquatic Recreational Area near 
the city of Bakersfield by constructing a new multi-use 
trail, splash pad, shaded and lighted picnic pavilion, dog 
park and four floating docks, and by implementing ero-
sion-control measures.”

This project’s design was created from community 
input gathered during two public meetings held at the 
project site, and will expand upon the existing play-
ground, basketball court, horseshoe pit, and sand volley-
ball courts.

BVARA project improvements are as followed:
• A new 4,000 square-foot splash pad designed 
for year-round play.

• A 1,280 square-foot shaded group picnic pa-
vilion with energy efficient LED lighting, eight 
picnic tables, two barbeques, two waste contain-
ers, and a drinking fountain.

• A 25,000 square-foot fenced dog park, divided 
to accommodate large and small dogs, with a 
new drinking fountain.

• An extension of the existing paved multi-use 
trail to BVARA’s West entrance, creating a con-
tinuous trail of 2.5 miles from the East entrance 
to the West entrance, extending the Kern River 
Parkway Bike Trail through
BVARA to Golf Course Road.

• Four floating boat docks located around the 
main campground.

• 1,000 linear feet of shoreline erosion control 
improvements at the main campground.

• 50 new drought tolerant trees with a “smart” 

irrigation system throughout the improved area. 
(California Conservation Corps members from the 
Fresno CCC Center have offered to assist with instal-
lation of trees and irrigation.)

BVARA is a popular Kern County regional park, 
encompassing more than 1,500 acres. It consists of two 
manmade lakes, Lake Webb and Lake Evans, which 
are utilized for swimming, boating, fishing, sailing, and 
jet-skiing. There are 179 developed campsites and more 
than 90 acres of picnicking area. We’re grateful for the 
opportunity to continue to improve this beloved recre-
ational space!

Kern County awarded 
$2.7 million in Regional 

Park Program 
grant funding for 

Buena Vista Aquatic 
Recreational Area 

Improvement Project

See 
pages 

A7, 8 & 9 
for our 
Annual 
Home 

Improvement 
Guide.


