
Ridgecrest Regional 
Hospital’s (RRH) Emer-
gency Medical Services 
(EMS) provider Liberty 
Ambulance has announced 
it has reached an accord 
with Kern County and Hall 
Ambulance for RRH to 
assume EMS coverage for 
the California City area. 
To support California City, 
which has a population 
of approximately 16,000 
and a total service area 
population of 24,000, 
Liberty Ambulance placed 
two additional paramedic 
units in the area effective 
Sunday, July 26.

“The COVID-19 
situation continues to 
have a significant impact 
on our ability to deliver 
timely services,” said John 
Surface, Chief Operating 
Officer, Hall Ambulance. 
“In an effort to shore up 
some staffing needs in the 
East Kern we have entered 

into a temporary mutual 
aid agreement with Liberty 
Ambulance to deploy two 
ALS ambulances into our 
East Kern 911 system. 

“The Liberty ambulanc-
es will be stationed at our 
California City station and 
will be used for emergency 
responses and posting as 
indicated by our current 
system status deployment 
plan. All Hall Ambulance 
EMTs and Paramedics 
assigned to California City 
will be temporarily moved 
to other stations or shifts.”

Kern County public 
health officials on July 
23 noted during a press 
conference that Hall Am-
bulance was facing hurdles 
due to the increased 
volume call related to 
COVID-19 cases. As part of 
the additional procedures, 
Hall crews had to sanitize 
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Ready-Set Back to 
School, an annual event 
sponsored by the Kern 
County Child Support Ser-
vices Department, will be 
held in Mojave on Tuesday, 
Aug. 4 from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 

The event this year will 
provide a backpack for 
each school-age child in 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade, while supplies last.

In past years, the event 
was a one-stop-shop for 
school supplies, infor-
mation on community 
resources, and connecting 
families with county child 
support services.

This year, the event 
will be a drive-through 
only giveaway due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 crisis. 
The drive-thru will be held 
at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, with giveaways 
along O Street.

MDN STAFF REPORT

MOJAVE -- Kern 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
deputies arrested a man 
on charges of murder after 
discovering the dead body 
of a man in Mojave Satur-
day afternoon.

According to KCSO, 
deputies arrested 34-year-
old Michael Shinsky for his 
alleged role in the other 
man’s death.

The body was found at 
a home in the 10000 block 
of 15th Street in Mojave 
after deputies were called 
on Saturday afternoon for 
suspicious circumstances. 
Upon arrival, they found 
the body and discovered he 
had been shot. 

Shinsky was detained 
for questioning after the 
discovery and later booked 
into Central Receiving Fa-
cility in Bakersfield on first 
degree murder. He was 
due in court July 28.

BAKERSFIELD – 
On Friday, July 24 Kern 
County officials re-
ceived confirmation from 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
office that it remained on 
the state’s COVID-19 
County Data Monitor-
ing list for three consecu-
tive days and are required to 
shut down the following 
industries or activities 
unless they can be modi-
fied to operate outside or 
by pick-up: 

 • Gyms and fitness 
centers 

• Places of worship and 
cultural ceremonies

• Offices for non-criti-
cal infrastructure sectors 

• Personal care services, 
like nail salons and body 
waxing 

• Hair salons and 
barber shops with updated 
guidance

• Shopping Malls 
Shops that offer tattoos, 

piercings and electrolysis 
may not be operated out-
doors and must close. 

The governor is not 
providing an end date for 
these modifications.  

Mojave 
backpack 
giveaway on 
August 4

Man arrested 
for murder 
charges 
related to 
Mojave death

Kern County 
confirms 
additional 
business 
closures

COURTESY LIBERTY AMBULANCE

Liberty Ambulance will provide additional resources for covering California City’s 
ambulance needs.

Liberty Ambulance assumes 
coverage of Cal City area
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CALIFORNIA CITY 
— Southern California 
Gas Co. (SoCalGas) today 
joined the California City 
community to launch a 
program that will bring 
reliable and affordable nat-
ural gas service to as many 
as 224 homes that current-
ly use wood and propane. 
Participating homes will 
be upgraded with new 
natural gas appliances and 
a professionally installed 
natural gas service line. 
The upgrades will help 
customers save money 
on their energy bills and 
reduce air pollution and 
greenhouse gas emissions 
linked to climate change. 
The California Public Util-
ities Commission (CPUC) 
approved of the California 
City program in 2018, 
along with ten other pilot 
programs to bring safe, 
affordable, and reliable 
energy to underserved 
communities in the San 
Joaquin Valley counties. 
For photos from today’s 
pilot launch in California 
City, click here.

“This program will 
provide dozens of fami-
lies with more affordable, 
reliable energy for the long 
term,” said Jeff Walker, 
vice president of customer 
solutions for SoCalGas. 
“Even better, it will give 
homeowners access to a 
full suite of energy effi-
ciency programs that help 
keep their energy costs 

SoCal Gas provides 

free appliances, 
plans for August installation of 

natural gas to Cal City homes

JACK BARNWELL/MOJAVE DESERT NEWS

California City homeowner Nicole Freehart shows off 
her new hot water heater, which was installed by SoCal 
Gas Company on July 23.

JACK BARNWELL/MOJAVE DESERT NEWS

A SoCal Gas Company contractor hooks up a natural 
gas pipeline in a California City home on July 23 as part 
of appliance installation to homes eligible to be hooked 
up to natural gas pipelines.
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Attorney General, MUSD reach 
settlement to implement reforms
MDN STAFF REPORT

MOJAVE — The California Attorney 
General’s Office struck a deal with the 
Mojave Unified School District addressing 
what the Department of Justice called 
“critical shortfalls in the District’s policies 
and practices, including in relation to 
complaints of discrimination and retalia-
tion,” according to a news release.

The settlement follows an investi-
gation that MUSD failed to investigate 
reports that a now former school principal 
had threatened immigration consequenc-
es against the employer of a student’s 
parents. According to the news release, 
the was in retaliation for advocacy efforts 
to address a complaint of discriminatory 
treatment against the student. 

The original document, filed by the 
Attorney General’s office, redacted the 
student’s name and did not mention a 
particular MUSD school.

The AG’s office and Department of Ed-
ucation launched the investigation in May 
2019 to determine whether the district’s 
policies targeted the student and others 
in similar practices and subjected them 
to denial of an educational opportunity or 
access to state-regulated rights based on 
national origin and/or immigration status.

“The California Constitution guaran-
tees each and every child the fundamental 

right to a public education,” said Attorney 
General Becerra in the news release. “That 
right must be more than just words on a 
piece of paper. Today’s agreement is about 
making the promise of our laws a reality 
for our students — no matter where they 
or their parents come from. 

The investigation wrapped up in 
January, after finding the district did not 
follow through on investigating the claim 
regarding the principal who made the 
threats.

Additionally, the investigation found 
that the district “deficiencies under state 
law in the District’s independent study 
and supervised suspension programs, 
search and seizure practices, special edu-
cation evaluation and alternative place-
ment into county community schools, and 
student record confidentiality training 
and protocols.”

In the news release, newly-hired 
MUSD Superintendent Katherine Aguirre 
said the situation around the investigation 
was unfortunate.

“It is unfortunate to learn that a stu-
dent and his family have been wrongfully 
affected by a public institution’s failure 
to ensure non-discriminatory practices 
and complaints policies were adhered to,” 
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NORTH EDWARDS 
-- Muroc Joint Unified 
School District will start its 
first quarter of the school 
year with a distance learn-
ing model, according to a 
letter from district Super-
intendent Kevin Cordes. 

Muroc made its 
announcement Tuesday 
evening after a weeks-long 
online survey and the re-
cent spike in Kern County 
coronavirus cases.

Muroc Joint Unified 
School District includes 
schools in North Edwards, 
Edwards Air Force Base 
and Boron.

In his letter Cordes 
acknowledged the news 
comes “as a relief to some 
and a disappointment 
to others” and that the 
decision “will have a direct 

impact on everyone.”
The distance learning 

model will be in place 
through the first quarter of 
the year, or Oct. 9.

Cordes said the district 
knew the decision was a 
possible outcome while it 
had 10 teams working on 
how to best implement 
teaching students at home 
or at school. 

The elements of con-
cern included physical and 
social distancing under 
California’s COVID-19 
safety measures, special 
education needs, clean-
ing schedules to disinfect 
school facilities, sports and 
extracurricular activities, 
transportation and food 
service.

“We have invested sig-
nificant dollars that were 
given by state and federal 
programs for ensuring that 

Muroc to start 
school year with 
distance learning

MDN Staff report
CALIFORNIA CITY - 

Desert Breeze Mobilehome 
Park was evacuated for a 
few hours early Monday 
morning, July 20, due to a 
suspected ordinance, ac-
cording to California City 
Police Chief Jon Walker.

Walker said that dis-
patch received a call about 
illegal dumping at around 
1 a.m.  in the area the mo-
bile home park. After offi-
cers arrived on scene, one 
of the officers looked into 
the front yard of one of 
the homes and discovered 
what he suspected was a 
piece of ordnance. The 
ordnance call was placed 
at around 1:40 a.m.

Walker the officer who 
made the discovery is vet-

eran with several years of 
military service. California 
City Fire Department was 
called to the scene and the 
mobile home park evacu-
ated as part of the stand 
procedure.

The Edwards Air Force 
Base Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal team was called 
out to help with the situa-
tion, where it was deter-
mined the item was a piece 
of inactive ordnance. 

The EOD team took 
possession of the item for 
proper disposal.

Walker commended 
EOD's response to similar 
incidents.

"Their response has 
been pretty good," Walker 
said.

Mobile home park 
evacuated following 

suspected ordinance call

BAKERSFIELD 
CALIFORNIAN

TEHACHAPI — A 
single-engine Vans RV-8 
aircraft with one person 
aboard crashed onto the 
rooftop of a business near 
Tehachapi Municipal Air-
port in Tehachapi shortly 
before noon Friday.

The plane landed inside 
the heavily damaged busi-
ness, and the Kern County 
Fire Department con-
firmed that the pilot died.

A small fuel leak was 
quickly mitigated by the 
Kern County Fire Depart-
ment. No explosion or fire 
was reported.

The crash occurred 
inside the Industrial Park 

located in the 400 block of 
North Greet Street located 
just outside the perimeter 
of the airport.

First responders includ-
ed the Kern County Fire 
Department, with engines 
from Tehachapi, Golden 
Hills, Bear Valley Springs 
and surrounding com-
munity, Tehachapi Police 
Department, Hall Ambu-
lance and Edison and Kern 
County Fire, Search and 
Rescue.

The FAA and Nation-
al Transportation Safety 
Board will investigate the 
accident. A cause was not 
known Friday afternoon.

No other injuries were 
reported by anyone on the 
ground.

One dead following 
Tehachapi plane crash


