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After a week of STEM-based virtual lessons 
and seminars geared at educating students and 
community members alike, residents from 
Bakersfield to Ridgecrest and Lancaster to 
Hesperia were treated to an aerial spectacle as 
sorties of planes soared above them on Friday 
and Saturday.

F-18s Hornets soared along with F-22 Raptors 
and the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, F-16 Falcons 
and T-38 Talons. The formation included the B-52 
Stratofortress and C-17 Globemaster, the state-of-
the-art KC-135 Stratotanker and a handful of other 
aircraft used by the U.S. Air Force.

 The community demonstration, part of the 
Aerospace Valley Hybrid Air Show, marked the first 
air show in 11 years for Edwards Air Force Base — 
and an overall first of its kind, adapting to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.

Edwards AFB live-streamed the event on both 
days, including a parachute demonstration by the 
U.S. Air Force Academy’s Wings of Blue team. The 

live stream follows a week of educational material 
and virtual tours meant to bring the airshow to the 
community rather than scrap it entirely for the year.

“We broke another barrier today. No one had 
ever done a hybrid air show,” Brigadier Gen. Mat-
thew Higer, commander of the 412th Test Wing, 
said Friday.

The air show was initially planned as a three-day 
event on the weekend, with a STEM-based segment 
for students. Then the pandemic hit in March, and 
according to Higer, the planning team changed 
course and became inventive. 

The flight on Friday involved a media ride 
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KCSO rescues 
lost campers in 

Tehachapi
TEHACHAPI — A 

Kern County Search and 
Rescue located missing 
campers on Saturday after 
they were lost while visit-
ing Tehachapi Mountain 
Park.

According to KCSO, 
deputies responded to 
Tehachapi Mountain Park, 
17350 Water Canyon Road 
in Tehachapi, for a report 
of two missing 13-year-old 
girls. 

The girls were part of a 
church group camping trip 
when they wandered off on 
their own and became lost. 

About an hour later, 
the girls were located by 
deputies and returned to 
the campground. 

During the incident, 
seven members of the 
church group, adults and 
juveniles, searched for the 
girls in separate groups 
and they became lost 
and disoriented. The lost 
persons relayed their GPS 
location to the deputies.

A search and rescue 
team call-out was initiated.  

At around 9:40 p.m., 
search and rescue per-
sonnel used their off-road 
vehicles to locate the lost 
subjects and return them 
to the campground. 

A woman was trans-
ported to the hospital 
by ambulance for dehy-
dration. A total of nine 
persons were located 
and rescued during this 
incident.

Kern County 
Public Works 

to host second 

virtual cleanup
With great success with 

the first-ever Kern County 
Public Works (KCPW) 
virtual cleanup back in Au-
gust, KCPW, in association 
with Keep Kern Beautiful 
(KKB), will be hosting a 
second virtual cleanup 
event this Fall. The event 
will take place on Saturday, 
November 7, at any time 
during daylight hours. 
We are inviting residents 
throughout the County to 
volunteer 15 to 30 minutes, 
cleaning up areas around 
their neighborhoods, local 
parks, or right outside 
their front door!

“We had such a fan-
tastic turnout with the 
first virtual cleanup, we 
wanted to hone in on this 
community engagement 
and continue this on-going 
cleanup effort!,” said Zech-
ariah Garcia, Kern County 
Public Works’ marketing 
and promotions associate.

KCPW is focusing 
on new ways to actively 
engage the community 
while adhering to State 
COVID-19 guidelines. 
Though this pandemic has 
restricted Public Works’ 

1 dead in Oct. 7 
Rosamond 
shooting

ROSAMOND — Kern 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
is investigating a fatal 
shooting in Rosamond that 
occurred Oct. 7.

According to KCSO, 
one person was left dead 
and another injured in 
the shooting. Deputies 
received a report on Oct. 
7 of the shooting in 1100 
block of Sequoia Lane. 
Upon arrival, they found 
a male victim dead inside 
a residence and a second 
male adult suffering for 
moderate injuries. The 
second victim was treated 
for his injuries and later 
discharged from an area 
hospital.

On Friday, Oct. 9, the 
Kern County coroner iden-
tified the shooting victim 
as 37-year-old Rodman 
Alfredo Quintanilla of 
Rosamond. The coroner’s 
report stated he was shot 
by another person, but 
has yet to rule his death a 
homicide, pending a post-
mortem examination.

The investigation is 
ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 
KCSO at (661) 861-3110.
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Edwards AFB hits success with air show

JACK BARNWELL/MOJAVE DESERT NEWS

Staff Sgt. Kori Myers, a C-17 loadmaster who grew up in Cal City, waves the U.S. flag 
during Friday’s flight over the Antelope Valley and Bakersfield. The flight was part of 
the Aerospace Valley Hybrid Air Show hosted by Edwards Air Force Base.

JACK BARNWELL/MOJAVE DESERT NEWS

The digital heads-up display in the 
C-17 Globemaster’s cockpit lines up 
with a KC-135 Stratotanker at Ed-
wards AFB airfield on Friday.

KYLE LARSON/LOCKHEED MARTIN

Two F-35 Lightning Joint Strike Fighters fly over the 
Antelope Valley as part of a community air demon-
stration during the Aerospace Valley Hybrid Air Show. 
Friday’s course took aircraft over Edwards, Lancaster, 
Palmdale, Mojave, Bakersfield, Tehachapi, Cal City, 
Rosamond and Boron.

KYLE LARSON/LOCKHEED MARTIN

A C-17 Globemaster banks during its Friday flight over 
the AV and Bakersfield.
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MOJAVE – Kern Coun-
ty’s handling of the coro-
navirus, including reduced 
infection rates over the 
last month, is likely to shift 
its status into the red tier 
of California’s four-stage 
re-opening process. 

Despite being hit with 
an artificial inflater for not 
meeting state average test-
ing of COVID-19, if Kern’s 
metrics continue to lower, 
the county may begin 
re-opening on Tuesday.

But schools must wait 
an additional 14 days 
before they can re-open, 
per guidelines from the 
California Department of 
Public Health and Kern 
County. That means Kern 
County must remain the 
in red before schools can 
resume in-person instruc-
tion Oct. 27.

The waiting period 
ensures student and staff 
safety in the event Kern 
County shifts back into 
a purple tier, the most 
restrictive stage.

Mojave Unified School 
District has already taken 
steps to push that, despite 
a board decision made at a 
Sept. 28 special meeting to 
continue distance educa-
tion through December as 
a precautionary measure.

Mojave and California 
City students have re-
mained at home since the 
start of the fall semester, 
Aug. 6. The district has 
provided all of its students 
with Chromebooks, as 
well as mobile hotspots as 

needed for those without 
adequate internet access.

When the state an-
nounced a change in how 
it tracked metrics, the 
governor also announced 
school districts in “purple” 
tier counties would remain 
limited to distance learn-
ing models.

On Oct. 6, the board 
of education provided 
Superintendent Katherine 
Aguirre to push ahead with 
re-instituting in-person 
instruction.

“On the 14th day we 
could declare our schools 
open,” Aguirre told the 
board. “That would come 
as an unhitching of our 
wagon from the county 
Department of Public 
Health as well as the 
county office of education 
to proceed as we need to 
as a district to meet the 
community needs.”

Aguirre stressed it 
wouldn’t mean an acceler-
ated opening. Instead, the 
decision will allow MUSD 
schools to re-open at their 
own pace with the safety of 
students, staff and teachers 
in mind.

“It would give us the 
advantage of hitting that 
very tiny window should 
the county into a purple 
status,” Aguirre said. 

Should the county re-
main in the red zone past 
the mandated 14-waiting 
period, the school district 
would file its declaration 
with Kern County and post 
it on its website.

In a Sept. 29 letter to 
parents, Aguirre addressed 
what a re-opening might 

look like once the school 
district gets the green 
light.

“The reopening of cam-
puses will be gradual and 
with appropriate protocols 
in place,” Aguirre wrote. 
“We are committed to the 
safety of our students, 
staff, and community and 
while we can’t guarantee a 
100% virus-proof envi-
ronment, we can make 
sure that we have safety 
protocols in place.”

Mojave Unified will 
utilize a Learning Conti-
nuity and Attendance Plan 
that the board of education 
adopted on Sept. 1 and 
finalized Sept. 28. The 
plan outlines everything 
from student transporta-
tion to requiring masks 
of students and personal 
protection equipment for 
teachers and staff. 

The district will have 
to address how to properly 
schedule middle and high 
school classes and limit 
contact with other cohorts 
to prevent a COVID-19 
outbreak.

Aguirre also noted 
the impact the distance 
education has had on staff, 
parents and students but 
expressed admiration for 
all in trying to ensure that 
the school year did start as 
smoothly as possible.

“We definitely had 
some obstacles to over-
come and it took everyone 
to work through them,” 
Aguirre wrote. “With your 
continued support, we will 
make this year a success 
for all of our students.”

Mojave Unified plans for possible 
return to in-person instruction

From MDN and TBC reports
Kern County’s success in lowering novel coronavi-

rus benchmarks officially moved Kern County into the 
California’s four-stage reopening on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 
according to Kern County Public Health Director Matt 
Constantine. 

“This will allow for more businesses to open up and 
for schools to plan opening up as long as they follow in-
dustry guidelines,” Constantine said on Tuesday, Oct. 13.

If the county continues to maintain its trend, a shift 
into the red tier means a limited return to in-door 
restaurant dining, church services and expansion of retail 
stores.

Gyms and fitness centers: Workout facilities would 
be able to move from outdoor operations only to indoor 
operations limited at 10 percent capacity.

Higher education: Colleges and universities would 
be allowed to hold indoor lectures limited to 25 percent 
capacity or 100 people. Certain courses like labs and art 
studios could be held at normal capacity.

Hotels, lodging and short-term rentals: Fitness cen-
ters, previously only allowed in outdoor settings, could 
now open indoors at 10 percent capacity.

Movie theaters: Allowed to open while limited at 25 
percent capacity or 100 people.

Museums, zoos and aquariums: Allowed to expand 
capacity from 25 percent to 50 percent.

Office workspaces: Must remain in remote work.
Personal care services: Allowed to open indoors with 

modifications to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Places of worship: Allowed to hold services indoors at 

25 percent capacity or 100 people.
Restaurants, wineries and bars: Restaurants would be 

allowed to serve customers indoors at 25 percent capacity 
or 100 people. Wineries can open for outdoor service. 
Bars, breweries and distilleries must remain closed.

Retail: Could expand indoor operations from 25 per-
cent capacity to 50 percent capacity.

Schools: Two weeks after the county enters the red 
tier, schools may begin holding in-person classes. Certain 
schools may already have obtained a waiver to reopen.

Shopping centers: Could expand indoor operations 
from 25 percent to 50 percent. Food courts could reopen 
in a limited fashion.

Bars that don’t serve meals will remain closed, per 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s ongoing mandate.

Kern County moves 
into lower tier due to 

improved COVID metrics

The Bakersfield Californian
Kern’s prospects for expanding 

employment in renewable energy 
came into clearer focus Wednes-
day during an online discussion 
featuring a federal official’s per-
spective on emerging clean-pow-
er technologies alongside the 
somewhat diverging views of the 
county’s top planner.

In an early look at a new 
partnership involving Bakersfield 
College and the U.S. Department 
of Energy, an executive director 
within the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory said Kern 
makes an obvious destination for 
investment in clean energy storage 
and installation simply because 
of the large amount of solar and 
wind power generated in eastern 

Kern.
David Mooney, head of the lab’s 

institutional planning, integra-
tion and development, suggested 
the county may have additional 
opportunities in materials design, 
manufacturing automation, cyber-
security and an emerging cross-
over technology called agri-voltaic, 
in which solar panels are mounted 
above certain crops that can bene-
fit from partial cover.

He sounded particularly hope-
ful about “electrons to molecules,” 
referring to an experimental form 
of clean energy storage that invests 
electrical power into converting 
methane and other small mole-
cules into precursor fuels.

Given Kern’s wealth of re-
newable energy generation, he 

said, “Kern County could be very 
central to a realization of a lot of 
promise of these initiatives.”

But Lorelei Oviatt, the county’s 
community development director 
and a leader in California ener-
gy permitting, focused more on 
technologies closely aligned with 
Kern’s strengths in conventional 
forms of energy, such as biodies-
el production and underground 
injection operations.

She predicted Kern will within 
10 years become a center of 
excellence in the field of carbon 
management, which involves 
removing greenhouse gas from the 
air and injecting it deep into the 
county’s vast oil reservoirs. At least 
one such project is in planning 
stages locally.

Oviatt noted the county is 
already home to the state’s largest 
producer of biodiesel and will soon 
see part of a Bakersfield refinery 
turned into a renewable diesel 
production plant.

“This is our future. Alternative 
fuels,” she said. Another oppor-
tunity for the local economy, she 
added, is in recruiting outside 
businesses that need access to 
clean energy. 

While the county has often 
heard from innovators out of 
Silicon Valley wanting to invest in 
renewable energy locally, Oviatt 
said they haven’t yet been success-
ful scaling up. With this new lo-
cal-federal partnership serving as 
a kind of filter, she said, hopefully 

Kern County’s renewable energy employment potential comes into view


