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24 Hour Physician Staffed Emergency Room
General Surgery - Lab - X-ray - Respiratory

Mobile MRI - Sleep Lab/DME - Wound Care
Mobile PET/CT - Cardiac/Pulmonary Rehab

Hospitalist Program
www.howardmemorial.com

130 Medical Circle (Nashville)…..870-845-4400 3265Ewww.dequeenchryslerdodgejeep.com | 870-642-3604
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De Queen Auto Group

BODY SHOP

• Repairs on All Makes and Models
• All Insurance Claims Accepted
• New State of the Art Equipment

PJ Minor, 
         Body Shop Manager

Lowest Priced In 

The 4-States Area!

RVs • ATVs • Pontoon Boats

HWY. 259 N., IDABEL, OK

866-286-6551    580-286-6551    580-286-9000

WWW.ROBBINSRV.COM
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E Home of the Happy Camper!

By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

M
ost people love 
Christmas and 
the holiday 
season. It’s 

a time when families and 
friends gather together to 
celebrate and enjoy each 
other’s presence. It’s a time 
of excitement for young 
children, who spend weeks 
awaiting Santa’s arrival and 
the many toys and gifts he 
brings them. And it’s a time 
for families to decorate 
their homes with holiday 
lights and Christmas trees. 

Arguably, no one in De 
Queen loves Christmas 
more than Thomas and 
Donna Sweeten, and no one 
decorates their home better 
than the two. 

The couple’s celebration 
of the holiday, which began 
humbly some 25 years ago 
with a few small outdoor 
decorations, has grown to 
spread across the six acres 
of their property on Lace 
Lane off Ninth Street north 
of Collin Raye. 

“We just love Christ-
mas,” Thomas said. ex-
plaining the reason for the 
ever-growing expansion of 
holiday ornaments across 
his yard and that of his 
mother-in-law, Ernestine 
Watson. “It started with just 
a little bit of stuff and every 
time we find something, we 
add it to our Christmas col-
lection. It’s been pretty big 
for about 12 years.”  

The perimeter of the yard 
is lined with lit up Santas 
while the inside is filled 
with glowing toy soldiers, 
Disney characters and na-
tivity scenes. There are ze-
bras and giraffes, reindeer 
and candy canes, toy drum-
mers, penguins, snowmen 
and women. 

There’s a choir and an-
gels, Charlie Brown and 
Snoopy, football, soccer 
and basketball players, and 
a NASCAR exhibit. Elfs, 
dinosaurs, plastic and wire 
Christmas trees, a helicop-
ter and an airplane. It’s a 

By Doug Dunson
sportseditor@dequeenbee.com

O
ne of the oldest facilities of the De Queen School 
District is getting a face lift and more. The icon-
ic Ninth St. gym is in the middle of a major ren-
ovation project.

De Queen alums of a certain age will remember playing 
or watching games in the building when it was the school’s 
game gym. Hundreds of area residents have played in the 
Ninth St. gym during its time as home for the local pee wee 
basketball program.

According to Joe Valley, director of maintenance for the 
district, the impetus for the renovation was a problem with 
the old hardwood floor. A spot in the northeast quadrant of 
the playing area buckled.

“It affected about a quarter of the floor. It just stood up 
about this high,” Valley said, holding his hands about eight 
inches apart.

Rather than just repair the damage, it was decided to 
replace the hardwood with a Sport Court surface, like that 
used in the elementary physical education building.

The first order of business was removing the old floor. 
The hardwood was cut into sections using skill saws. Be-
tween the playing surface and the concrete base, were a 
layer of tongue and groove planking, a layer of 2X6 boards 
and “a whole lot of trash,” Valley noted. “It took our guys 
a little over a week to get it all out.”

In addition to the flooring, the sliding bleachers on the 
south side of the gym were also removed. This required 
some heavy lifting. “We worked a couple of weeks on that. 
They were real heavy,” said Valley.

Removing the bleachers created more open space. When 
the new flooring is lined, “We’ll have two pee wee courts 
and the main court. It can be used either way,” Valley ex-
plained.

The concrete surface beneath the bleachers was lower 
than the concrete surface beneath the playing area. Three 
inches of new concrete was spread on the lower part to 
make it match the other area.

To go along with the new floor, the entire gym interior, 
including the ceiling, is being repainted. “We’re redoing 
the bathrooms too,” Valley pointed out, “new fixtures, new 
paint, new flooring.”

The painting is scheduled to be finished this week. “The 
flooring people are due the second week of December. It 
will probably take about four days for them to finish,” Val-
ley noted. “It’ll probably wind up being around the first of 
the year by the time we get all the final touches on it.”

Ninth Street gym 

is getting a facelift
For the love of Christmas

De Queen couple wish to celebrate 

the holiday with the entire town

Before painting began, the walls were cleared of every-
thing including the scoreboard.
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The highest part of the 
ceiling gets a fresh coat of 
paint.
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RENOVATION: Continued on Page A8

CHRISTMAS: Continued on Page A11

Cop impersonator being sought by area law enforcement
By Marty Bachman

editor@dequeenbee.com

Sevier County Sheriff’s 
Department is seeking an 
individual they believe has 
been impersonating an of-
ficer. Deputies were dis-
patched to a residence on 
Sycamore Road on Mon-
day, Dec. 2, at 12:44 a.m., 
to speak with a subject in 
regard to being stopped by 
the person in question. 

The victim told depu-
ties that they were initially 

stopped on Hwy. 24 East, 
between the Cossatot River 
and Hwy. 329. The person 
told deputies that the vehi-
cle was a black, unmarked 
Dodge Charger with a dome 
blue light on the dash. 

The suspected imper-
sonator said his name was 
Johnson and did not give 
the department in which he 
worked for. The victim said 
that another white male ap-
proached his vehicle also 
and had a dog with him. He 

said that one of the male 
subject’s was wearing blue 
jeans and a blue button-up 
shirt. He said they were go-
ing to search his truck and 
at that time he realized the 
men were not officer’s and 
drove off. 

The Charger followed 
the victim until his vehi-
cle broke down on him at 
the intersection of Beacon 
Hill Road and Lone Oak 
Road. The two white male 
subject’s in the Charger 

followed the victim and 
attacked him. After a brief 
fight, the two men got back 
in the Charger and drove 
away. This incident is un-
der investigation. A Be on 
the lookout has been sent 
out to surrounding counties 
and all local law enforce-
ment have been advised of 
this incident. 

Description of the two 
white males:

White male, 5’10, mid to 
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