
Special to the Bee

A 
d a n g e r o u s 
and escalat-
ing trend in 
the number of 

aggressive driving vi-
olations on the state’s 
highways has Arkansas 
State Troopers turning to 
an improved tool to curb 
the deadly threats.

Twenty-five new low 
profile highway patrol 
vehicles have been ac-
quired by the Arkansas 
State Police to bolster 
the attack against inci-
dents of aggressive and 
distracted driving. The 
black Chevrolet Tahoes 
are partially marked with 
the state police insignia 
visible only from the 
passenger side, but fully 
equipped to conduct traf-
fic stops.

“Putting state troop-
ers in non-conventional 
patrol vehicles to blend 
unnoticed in traffic is 
nothing new; we’ve been 
doing it more than 20 
years,” said Colonel Bill 
Bryant, director of the 
Arkansas State Police.  
“What’s new today is 

the use of a taller vehicle 
platform like the Tahoe 
that will offer troopers 
an improved visual per-
spective to detect driv-
ers violating distracted 
driving laws or spotting 
a vehicle being driven 
in an aggressive manner 
that threatens other mo-
torist’s safety.”

During calendar year 
2020 there were 641 
Arkansas deaths result-
ing from motor vehicle 
crashes, a 27 percent 

increase over the previ-
ous year. The number 
of highway crash deaths 
has already surpassed 
400 this year.

Bryant testified be-
fore a General Assembly 
sub-committee earlier 
this summer that Ar-
kansas has not escaped 
a national epidemic of 
lawlessness on the na-
tion’s highways.  He told 
the legislators, “. . . law 
abiding Arkansas mo-
torists are finding them-

selves confronted with 
new threats on the high-
ways and more frequent-
ly than ever before.”

Last year Arkansas 
troopers stopped 2,030 
drivers who were travel-
ing at 100 miles per hour, 
or faster, an increase of 
more than 100 percent 
from 2019 among vio-
lators exceeding the 100 
miles per hour speed.

The three digit speed 
violations in 2021 have 
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De Queen Auto Group

BODY SHOP

PJ MINOR, 
     BODY SHOP MANAGER

• Repairs on All Makes 
  and Models
• All Insurance Claims 
  Accepted
• New State of the 
  Art Equipment

NEW LOCATION!

On Collin Raye Dr.

across from 

dealership
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24 Hour Physician Staffed Emergency Room
General Surgery - Lab - X-ray - Respiratory

Mobile MRI - Sleep Lab/DME - Wound Care
Mobile PET/CT - Cardiac/Pulmonary Rehab

Hospitalist Program
www.howardmemorial.com

130 Medical Circle (Nashville)…..870-845-4400 3265E

6066E

By Marty Bachman
editor@

dequeenbee.com

T
he De Queen 
City Council 
held a discus-
sion on a plan 

to provide the benefit 
of college tuition to city 
employees and their 
families at their meeting 
on Sept. 7. 

The tuition program 
was presented by Al-
derman Rick Pruitt, 
who said that along the 
lines of Pilgrim’s re-
cent announcement that 
they had entered into an 
agreement with UA Cos-
satot to pay for the edu-
cation of employees and 
their children, he felt the 
city might want to pro-
vide the same benefit in 
order to recruit and sus-
tain employees.

According to Pruitt, 
the college would give 
city employees a 50 
percent discount to the 

employee and/or their 
spouse and 25 percent 
off for their children. 
He said that the reason 
for the difference in dis-
counts was because he 
didn’t know the exact 
costs and wasn’t sure 
the city would want 
to include children in 
the plan. He said that it 
would require anyone 
that joins the plan to ap-
ply for a Pell grant. 

“It will cost the city 
hardly anything at all,” 
Pruitt said, noting that in 
some cases it would cost 
the city “zero.” 

He said it was another 
way to help employees 
educate the community. 

City Clerk Donna 
Jones said the employ-
ee education program 
the city currently has 
reimburses employees 
for their tuition if they 
passed the course with a 
“B”. 

“This can go hand in 
hand with what we’ve 
had in place all these 
years,” Jones said, not-
ing that currently, the 

By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

T
he De Queen City Council approved a reso-
lution to accept Federal Relief Act money at 
their Sept. 7 meeting. 

According to the resolution, on March 11, 
the American Rescue Plan Act was signed into law to 
provide relief from the covid pandemic. The funds 
may be used to abate negative economic effects on 
households, businesses and non-profits. It can also 
be used to aid impacted industries such as tourism, 
travel and hospitality. Another benefit is to provide 
premium pay to eligible workers of the city that are 
performing essential work or by providing grants to 
eligible employers that perform essential work. 

The resolution states that the city will receive 
$1,350,208 in funding of which the city had already 

State troopers to utilize low-profile vehicles 
to target aggressive and distracted drivers

Arkansas State Police will employ low-profile vehicles to target aggressive and 
distracted drivers. 
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Council approves resolution 

to accept covid relief funds

Special to the Bee

LITTLE ROCK, Ark – Commissioner of State 
Lands Tommy Land announced that his office will 
auction tax-delinquent land in Sevier County on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, at 10 a.m. The auction will 
be held at the county courthouse – courtroom in De 
Queen, with registration beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

“Since we were unable to hold public auctions in 
2020 due to the COVID pandemic, we are auction-
ing properties that were scheduled for sale last year,” 
Land said. “These are properties whose taxes have 
been delinquent since 2015.” 

Next year, during the 2022 auction season, the 
COSL office will auction two years’ worth of prop-
erties. “That will catch us up so that we’re current on 
all sales,” Land said. 

Prospective bidders can find an online Public 
Auction Catalog, including a buyer’s guide; statutes 

Football Contest Winners
Cathy Johnson was 
the winner of the 
Sept. 2 and Sept. 9 
De Queen Bee foot-
ball contest, missing 
only two games both 
weeks. (Right) Her 
father-in-law, J.P. 
Johnson, is filling in 
for her in the picture 
with Renee Logan, 
owner of Harris Drug & Gifts, a contest sponsor. Honor-
able mention goes to Bob Edgin who missed three. Burg-
er King was the sponsor of the second week’s contest and 
honorable mention went to J.P. Johnson and Phil John-
son, who each mised two. Entry forms must be put in one 
of the two drop boxes located at Harris Drug, 205, W. De 
Queen Ave; or Better Body Fitness Center, 812 W. Collin 
Raye Dr. in De Queen.

De Queen City Council discusses possibility 
of UA Cossatot tuition for city employees

Sevier County tax 

auction to be held
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