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De Queen Auto Group
BODY SHOP

• Repairs on All Makes and Models
• All Insurance Claims Accepted
• New State of the Art Equipment

Lowest Priced In 
The 4-States Area!

RVs • ATVs • Pontoon Boats

HWY. 259 N., IDABEL, OK
866-286-6551    580-286-6551    580-286-9000
WWW.ROBBINSRV.COM

1879E Home of the Happy Camper!

DQ hospital is rejecting 
emergency patients

By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

Saying he and UA Cossatot Chan-
cellor Dr. Steve Cole had met with 
hospital employees Tuesday morn-
ing, De Queen Mayor Jeff Brown 

announced at Tuesday’s city council meet-
ing that the hospital, despite being open, 
was not seeing or accepting patients, and 
that the emergency room, while also open, 
was still on ambulance diversion and was 
not treating or accepting any patients ei-
ther. 

“We’ve talked to the hospital staff and 
they can’t see any patients,” Brown said. 

Inside sources say that for a couple of 
weeks there have been no doctors or nurse 
practitioners working the emergency room 
and that people that come into the ER are 
given directions to other hospitals or that 
911 is called.

The sign out front of the hospital has not 
been covered or removed though, meaning 
those in dire straits, unaware of the situa-
tion, may drive for miles arriving and ex-
pecting emergency services, only to find 
the ER non-functional. Hospital officials 
have offered no notices to the public de-
spite the situation festering for weeks. 

Brown said that those seeking emer-

Sheriff’s Department honored by 
Arkansas House of Representatives

By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

The Arkansas House of 
Representatives hon-
ored Sevier County 
Sheriff Robert Gen-

try and jail administrator Chris 
Wolcott with a resolution citing 
the success of the residential 
substance abuse treatment pro-
gram at the jail. The resolution 
was read on the House floor on 
March 6, while Gentry, Wol-
cott, family, friends, county 
officials and volunteers at the 
jail observed from the VIP area 
overseeing the House floor. The 
resolution was adopted unani-
mously by House members. 

“It was a great honor,” Gen-
try said. “It’s not everyday 
some old country boy from 
south Arkansas gets to sit in the 
VIP section and be honored for 
something you’ve done or been 
a part of.”

“It was exciting,” Wolcott 
said. “I felt like a fish out of 
water; I was outside my com-
fort zone.” 

Both Gentry and Wolcott 
agreed that while their names 
were on the resolution, all of 
the jail’s many volunteers de-
served their names to be on it 
as well. 

“The program wouldn’t be 
possible without the commu-
nity coming together and vol-
unteering,” Gentry said. “As a 
whole, that’s why it works. If it 
was just Chris and I doing it, it 
would flop.”

The resolution states that 
while substance abuse is a 
problem across the country, the 
Sevier County Jail is helping 
those in need, giving inmates 
the opportunity to be rehabili-
tated, helping them prepare for 
a “productive life after incar-
ceration.” 

The resolution states that the 
program was started at the jail 
in August of 2017 and has since 

Top: The floor of the Arkansas House of Representatives and 
a view of the House VIP section above the floor. Bottom: Jail 
administrator Chris Wolcott and Sheriff Robert Gentry share a 
resolution passed by the Arkansas House of Representative.
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Ambulances are still on 
diversion while walk-in 
traffic is being given 
directions to other 
hospitals or 911 is called

Inmate sees bright 
future attending 
sheriff’s department 
substance abuse 
program

By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

The Sevier County 
Sheriff’s Depart-
ment has spent the 
last two years im-

plementing a change in how 
the jail treats its inmates, 
providing drug and alcohol 
programs to inmates as well 
as educational and spiritu-
al opportunities in the hope 
it will solidify them to the 
point that they can function 
successfully when released 
back into society.

Scottie Flournoy, 34, De 
Queen, currently housed 
at the local correctional fa-
cility, grew up in Horatio 
and has been jailed on and 
off since he caught his first 
beef at 17, a theft charge 

Scottie Flournoy
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By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

De Queen Mayor 
Jeff Brown told 
the city council 
at their March 

5 meeting that the coun-
cil needed to know exactly 
what they were going to do 
with the Ennis Plumbing 
building they purchased 
last year, before they would 
be able to apply for a grant 
and get the building on the 
National Historic Registry. 
Brown said that the build-
ing would then need to be 
restored to its original de-
sign in order to qualify. He 
said that a $30,000 grant the 
city would apply for would 
not even cover the cost of 
replacing the windows, 

which have been altered.
Brown said that po-

lice department employee 
Beth Hughes will be sent 
to school to get certified 
to write grants and help 
the city find money for the 
project. 

The building original-
ly housed J.E. Hendricks 
Grocery when it was built 
in 1925 and had rooms for 
rent upstairs.

“It’s in pitiful shape,” 
Brown told the council. 
“Every time I go in I find 
something different that 
needs repair.”
Council hears proposal to 
build a food truck court

De Queen resident ZZ 
Kamruddin spoke to the 
council about upgrading 
its ordinance to allow food 
trucks into the city. He 
suggested the city build a 
minimum of four pads with 
water, sewer and electrici-

ty, directly across from the 
park’s office at Herman Di-
erks Park to create a food 
court and to allow food 
trucks to rent the spots for 
up to seven days. He said 
that the plan will benefit the 
city and bring people to the 
park. 

“We have a playground, 
we have a pavilion and we 
have the bathrooms,” he 
told the council. “Those are 
the requirements for a food 
truck.”

Kamruddin said that 
there are plenty of places 
to park and plenty of room 
for the food trucks at his de-
sired location.  

“We can bring food 
trucks into our area from 
four states,” he said. “Ev-
ery large city in our state is 
doing food trucks. We can 
use that area to encourage 
people to come and use the 
park.”

He said that the city 
won’t be out any money 
except to build the pads and 
provide a pole for electric.”

Kamruddin handed a list 
of what it would take for the 
city to make the food truck 
court happen, which includ-

ed providing table or bench 
seating, covered or open. 
The list included rules such 
as having the trucks state 
certified, carrying health 
department permits, and 
annual city and county 
permits. He suggested that 

the food trucks would also 
be able to attend commu-
nity events such as movie 
nights, the 4th of July cele-
bration, Hoo-Rah Days and 
more. 

City attorney Laura 

De Queen City Council seeks plan for Ennis Plumbing building
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