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De Queen Auto Group

BODY SHOP

PJ MINOR, 
     BODY SHOP MANAGER

• Repairs on All Makes 
  and Models
• All Insurance Claims 
  Accepted
• New State of the 
  Art Equipment

HUD Subsidized Garden 
Terrace Efficiencies & 

1 Bedroom Apartments
Service Coordinator on staff
Coin Laundry for Resident 

use only. Mobility Accessible 
Units for eligible persons 18 

years or older
CALL FOR INCOME 

ELIGIBILITY

DE QUEEN
870.642.6211

119 S. LAKESIDE DRIVE

HORATIO
870.832.4014

408 BRUCE STREET
Julie Stancil Property Manager

 deq@christopherhomesofarkansas.org

WWW.CHRISTOPHERHOMESOFARKANSAS.ORG

SENIOR HOUSING 55 YEARS OR OLDER

 

5
0
1
5
E

Special to the Bee

LITTLE ROCK —As the summer season begins 
and families set out on their travels across Arkansas, 
state and local law enforcement officers are sending 
a clear message to motorists, Click It or Ticket.  Seat 
belt laws are enforced to protect drivers and their 
passengers from unnecessary injuries and death. 

A state seat belt enforcement campaign begins 
this week (May 22) and continues through June 7, 
coinciding with one of the busiest travel and holiday 
weekends each year.

“Our law enforcement officers see firsthand the 
loss of life and trauma when people refuse to buckle 
up,” said Colonel Bill Bryant, Director of the Arkan-
sas State Police and the Governor’s Highway Safe-
ty Representative. “It’s such a simple step, buckling 
up, when you first sit down inside a car or truck, it 
should be second nature. Why wouldn’t you want to 
do something that increases your chances of keeping 
you or your family safe?”

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) analysis from 2018 documented 9,778 
unbuckled passenger vehicle occupants killed in 
crashes on U.S. roads. That same year, 56 percent of 
passenger vehicle occupants killed at night (6 p.m. - 
5:59 a.m.) were not wearing seat belts. The statistical 
study has led law enforcement agencies to place ad-
ditional emphasis on nighttime seat belt enforcement. 
Participating law enforcement agencies are taking a 
no-excuses approach to seat belt law enforcement, 
whether a violator is stopped day or night. 

The Arkansas State Police Highway Safety Office 
urges everyone to buckle up, every trip, every time, 
especially during the upcoming holiday when more 
motorists will be on the road.

Arkansas law requires that all front seat passen-
gers, not just drivers, be buckled up. It requires all 
children under 15 years of age to be properly secured 
in the vehicle. A child who is less than 6 years of age 
and who weighs less than 60 pounds should be re-
strained in a child passenger safety seat. If the driver 
has a restricted license, all passengers in the vehicle 
must be properly buckled up.

For more information about “Click it or Ticket” 
visit trafficsafetymarketing.gov/ or contact the Ar-
kansas Highway Safety Office at (501) 618-8136.  
For more on the ongoing “Toward Zero Deaths” 
campaign, visit TZDarkansas.org.

Arkansas State Police to 

show zero tolerance 

toward seat belt violators

Sevier County investigator finds 
an exciting career by staying local
Special to the Bee

B
rian Hankins is 
a Lockesburg 
resident who 
graduated from 

UA Cossatot. At an early 
age, Hankins envisioned 
himself working for lo-
cal law enforcement.  
Today he works for the 
Sevier County Sheriff’s 
Office as an investiga-
tor, choosing to help and 
serve those in his com-
munity.

Hankins chose to pur-
sue this career path after 
graduating from Horatio 
High School in 2004. 
Shortly after graduating 
high school, he began 
working as a jailer and as 
a dispatcher. From 2005 
to 2008, Hankins chose 
to work as a welder, but 
eventually discovered 
that his passion remained 
in law enforcement.

In 2008, Hankins re-
turned to work as a jailer. 
In hopes of one day mov-
ing up in law enforce-
ment, he decided to take 
college classes. Even 
though a degree wasn’t a 
requirement at his agen-
cy, he knew that a col-
lege education could be 
beneficial.  

In 2011, Hankins 
started his college career 
at UA Cossatot.In two 
years, he graduated from 
UA Cossatot with an As-
sociate of Arts degree, a 
degree that is designed 
to transfer to a four-year 
university.

Hankins said, “I chose 
to go to school at UA 
Cossatot because it was 

local and I did not have to 
move away. I took class-
es at the De Queen cam-
pus and online. There 
were several things that 
I liked about UA Cossa-
tot. It was close to home, 
the staff were friendly 
and excellent, and I also 
really liked the fact that 
I was able to pursue my 
basic college classes in a 
small-town atmosphere.”  

After achieving his 
associate’s degree at UA 
Cossatot, Hankins chose 
to continue his education 
online through Arkansas 
Tech University. In May 
of 2015, he graduated 
from Arkansas Tech Uni-
versity with a Bachelor’s 
of Professional Studies 
degree concentrated in 
criminal justice.

After getting into law 
enforcement, Hankins 
began to work small cas-
es and enjoyed the expe-
rience. He immediately 
set a goal to become an 
investigator. In 2017, 
his goal became a real-
ity when Sheriff Robert 
Gentry promoted him to 
the role of investigator 
for Sevier County.

Hankins says that 
he enjoys being able to 
solve cases and one of 
the things he likes about 
his job the most is get-
ting the chance to help 
return stolen property to 
a victim.

When asked about his 
education, Hankins said, 
“I would absolutely rec-
ommend UA Cossatot. 
I think the college can 
give everyone a great 

experience and I highly 
recommend it.”

In the spring of 2019, 
Hankins worked as an 
adjunct instructor at 
UA Cossatot, where he 
taught criminal justice 
classes. As more students 
enroll in the program, he 
plans to teach again.

Hankins said, “UA 
Cossatot is a great place 
to pursue a criminal jus-
tice degree. People that 
are interested in seeking 
careers in the criminal 
justice field need edu-
cation and experience. 
Plus, the majority of the 
bigger agencies at the 
state level and the fed-
eral level require both. 
I would advise all local 
college students to stay 
home and take classes at 

UA Cossatot, at least for 
the first year or two. It is 
a great college that offers 
excellent benefits.”

At the age of 33, 
Hankins enjoys his 
work and having the 
opportunity to serve the 
community that he has 
always called home. In 
his downtime, he enjoys 
hunting, fishing, being in 
the outdoors, and spend-
ing time with his three 
children: Bentley, Can-
ton, and Emersyn.

To learn more about 
the criminal justice pro-
gram or other degrees 
and certificates offered 
at UA Cossatot, contact 
UA Cossatot’s Student 
Services department at 
studentservices@cccua.
edu

UA Cossatot graduate Brian Hankins

UA Cossatot offering free, online professional 

development courses this summer
Special to the Bee

U
A Cossatot’s Office of 
Continuing Education 
is offering 10 free self-
paced courses this sum-

mer to support the communities 
it serves during these uncertain 
times. Anyone wishing to improve 
their skills and learn new tech-
niques for the workplace or for 
personal enrichment can benefit 
from enrolling. Online registration 
is available through June 30.

A full list of classes and course 
descriptions can be found at UA 
Cossatot’s website at www.cccua.
edu/ceonline.

UA Cossatot’s Public Services 
and Workforce Development Di-
rector Tammy Coleman says, 
“These courses offer excellent op-
portunities for individuals to learn 
more about customer service, 
time management, supervision, 
organization, marketing, effective 
communication skills, personal fi-
nance, creating webpages, and so 
much more. Individuals can lever-
age these free courses to enter the 

workforce or advance their career. 
We also invite area employers to 
use this as a professional devel-
opment opportunity for their em-
ployees.”  

Anyone can register and access 
as many of the courses as they 
wish for three months from the 
time enrolled. 

A certificate of completion will 
automatically be available to the 
student for print or download im-

mediately after successfully com-
pleting each course. 

To sign up for a class, visit 
www.cccua.edu/conted to com-
plete an online registration form. 
For more information about the 
professional development cours-
es offered at UA Cossatot, contact 
UA Cossatot’s Continuing Educa-
tion department at 870-584-1178 
or continuingeducation@cccua.
edu.

UA Cossatot CARES Grant 

application now open
Special to the Bee

U
niversity of 
A r k a n s a s 
Cossatot has 
announced its 

application process to 
distribute Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Econom-
ic Security (CARES) Act 
funds for Spring 2020 
students. These $500 UA 
Cossatot CARES Grants 
are intended to help off-
set expenses students 

experienced because 
of the covid-19 health 
emergency. The last day 
to submit applications is 
May 31, 2020.

Eligible students in-
clude those who have 
a valid 2019-2020 Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) on 
file with the college and 
who attended at least one 
in-person class prior to 
March 13. 

Ineligible students 
include those who were 
taking only online cours-

CARES: Continued on Page A3


