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24 Hour Physician Staffed Emergency Room
General Surgery - Lab - X-ray - Respiratory

Mobile MRI - Sleep Lab/DME - Wound Care
Mobile PET/CT - Cardiac/Pulmonary Rehab

Hospitalist Program
www.howardmemorial.com

130 Medical Circle (Nashville)…..870-845-4400 3265E

www.dequeenchryslerdodgejeep.com

870-642-3604

De Queen Auto Group
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De Queen Auto Group

BODY SHOP
PJ Minor, Body Shop Manager

• Repairs on All Makes and Models
• All Insurance Claims Accepted
• New State of the Art Equipment

Lowest Priced In 

The 4-States Area!

RVs • ATVs • Pontoon Boats

HWY. 259 N., IDABEL, OK

866-286-6551    580-286-6551    580-286-9000

WWW.ROBBINSRV.COM
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E Home of the Happy Camper!

Sevier County Cattlemen’s Commercial 

Heifer Improvement Project winners

Kade Smith, American Division Class 4

Maddie Rivas, American Division Class 3

Danielle Beck, American Division Class 
5

Matthew Maben, American Division 
Class 7

A. J. Bevins, American Division Class 3

Kyla Ferguson, American Division Class 
4

Kimmi Simmons with a grand champion 
American Division. 

Travis Yarbrough, Reserve Grand Cham-
pion Exotic Division

Kyle Williamson, Exotic Division Class 2

Peyton Blanton, Exotic Division Class 1
Kaedon Davis, American Division Class 
6

Kix Lee, overall grand champion com-
mercial heifer. 

Kinnah Ferguson with grand champion 
English division. 

Quorum Court approves sales tax 

ballot measure to build new hospital

Renderings of the 
proposed new hospital 

Kalee Simmons with a reserve grand 
champion American Division. 

By Jessie Smith

D
uring the August 
meeting, Sevier 
County Judge 
Greg Ray made a 

presentation to the Horatio 
City Council about a sales 
tax that would fund a new 
hospital in De Queen.

On Oct. 8, the citizens of 
Sevier County will vote in 
a special election on wheth-
er or not to pass a 1 percent 
increase in sales tax in or-
der to construct the hospi-
tal four miles north of De 
Queen on Highway 71. If 
the tax passes, construction 
could start in spring 2020, 
according to Ray.

The hospital would be a 
12-bed facility, and Nab-
holz Construction Corpora-
tion would be the company 
hired to build the facility. 
The maximum amount for 
the bonds to pay for the hos-
pital is set for $24,250,000, 
which would cover the costs 

of land, con-
s t r u c t i o n , 
i m p r o v e -
ments, park-
ing, utilities, 
equipment 
and inter-
est on the 
bonds, ac-
cording to 

Sandra Dunn, administra-
tive assistant to the judge.

“There [are] 17,058 
people [who] don’t have 
healthcare emergency ser-
vices right now,” Ray said.

The De Queen Medical 
Center stopped taking pa-
tients in February 2019 and 
officially closed in May. 
Ray and Steve Cole, the 
county Rural Development 
Agency chair, have worked 
since then to open a new 
hospital in the county.

“It’s an economic en-
gine,” Ray said. “It’ll create 
jobs.”

The feasibility report for 
the hospital projected that 
the new facility will add an 
estimated 100 jobs to the 
community.

For the first year, the De 

Queen hospital would part-
ner with the Mena Regional 
Health System, particularly 
to help with the emergency 
room. The De Queen facil-
ity would be operated by a 
county board.

The Horatio City Coun-
cil also passed two ordi-
nances during the meeting. 
Ordinance 413 requires all 
domesticated animals with-
in city limits to either be on 
a leash or inside a secure 
fence, and an animal that 
allegedly attacked a human 
is subject to impoundment. 
The ordinance is effective 
immediately.

Ordinance 414 acknowl-
edges that Mayor Rich 
Dorsey owns Dorsey Heat-
ing and A/C and allows the 
city to hire the company. 
An AC unit in the Edmon-
sen Center broke and need-
ed to be replaced, which 
called for the ordinance to 
be passed.

The September city 
council meeting will be 
the second Monday of the 
month instead of the first 
since Sept. 2 is a holiday.

County Judge Greg Ray talks to Horatio 
City Council about hospital sales tax

By Marty Bachman
editor@dequeenbee.com

T
he Sevier County 
Quorum Court, at 
their Aug. 5 meet-
ing, approved an 

ordinance to put a 1 percent 
sales and use tax on the bal-
lot of a special election to be 
held on Oct. 8. The tax will 
be used to construct and 
maintain a 12-bed hospital 
in the county and will only 
go toward hospital expens-
es. The vote by the quorum 
court was unanimous. 

The language of the bal-
lot measure essentially asks  
county voters to adopt a 1 
percent local county sales 
and use tax within Sevier 

County, the net collections 
of which remaining after 
deduction of the adminis-
trative charges of the state 
of Arkansas and required 
rebates, will be distribut-
ed only to the county and 
used for one or more of the 
following: (a) to acquire, 
construct, improve, repair, 
expand, equip, furnish, op-

erate and maintain a new 
county hospital facility and 
any future additions there-
to, and to pay and secure 
the repayment of bonds 
approved by the voters and 
issued by the county from 
time to time to finance hos-
pital facilities.Voters then 
are asked to vote for or 
against. 

Horatio City Council meeting


