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De Queen City Council moves 
forward with grant application

By Jessie Smith

On Aug. 20, the De Queen City Council passed 
a resolution to apply for a grant from the Ar-
kansas Economic Development Commission to 
fund a project worth up to $50,000.

Mayor Jeff Brown said the city would use the grant 
money to pay for a washing machine designed for fire-
fighters to wash the carcinogens from their clothing and 
equipment and a building to house the washing machine. 
Arkansas state law will require this type of washing ma-
chine by 2022.

“If we’ve got a good opportunity to get some grant 
money, I want to go for the needs because it’s important,” 
Brown said. “I mean, these guys are out here fighting fires. 
The smoke’s getting into their clothes, and like I said, 
they’ve got a 60 percent greater chance of getting cancer 
than the average citizen down the road because of the car-
cinogens.”

All nine volunteer fire departments in Sevier County 
would be able to access the washing machine.

Superintendent Jason Sanders of De Queen Public 
Schools attended the city council meeting to grant both 
Brown and Police Chief Scott Simmons the Friend of De 
Queen School District and De Queen Board of Education 
and Administration award.

“It’s been an honor and a pleasure to get to work with 
the administrators of the … De Queen School District,” 
Brown said.

De Queen is the first city police force in Arkansas to 
partner with a school to develop an emergency response 
team.

Sevier County Judge Greg Ray also attended the meet-
ing to discuss the upcoming vote on the sales tax increase 
that would fund the new hospital. Five public forums 
across Sevier County will distribute information and allow 
citizens to ask questions about the sales tax and proposed 
hospital. Dates and locations for these forums will be an-
nounced soon.

The city council passed Ordinance 1060 to amend Ordi-
nance 1054 in order to account for changes in the mid-year 
budget.

“Overall this year, we were pretty good,” Brown said. 
“We had a couple of departments that we had some ex-
penses that we didn’t perceive coming. … Every year, 
we’ll pass a mid-year budget ordinance.”

The annual ordinance adjusts the budget to what the 
city needs.

The council continued discussions about the future of 
the Ennis building but decided to postpone a decision to 
allow Brown to review the estimated costs of demolition.

The next city council meeting is set for Sept. 3 at 5:30 
p.m. at De Queen City Hall.

By Doug Dunson
sportseditor@

dequeenbee.com

De Queen’s senior 
football season 
will start at 7 
p.m. Friday at 

Mena.
Coming off an 8-4 sea-

son last year, the Bearcats 
are ranked as high as 10th 
in the state in class 4A. “It’s 
a really talented group. 
They have eight starters 
back on offense including 
an excellent tight end. Their 
quarterback is back. He has 

speed and throws well,” 
said De Queen head coach 
Stephen Sloan.

The Bearcats have a new 
head coach. Craig Bentley 
has replace Tim Horton 
took a job in Oklahoma. 
Bentley spent the last three 
seasons at Mansfield which 
had an 8-4 record last year.

The Mena offense has 
not changed much. “They 
are very similar to what 
they have been on offense. 
They do a good job of us-
ing the whole field,” noted 

Leopards to kick off football 
season Friday night

Dylan Williamson hands off to Javian Hernandez in 
De Queen’s scrimmage with Mansfield.

Vaught to seek re-election
Special to the Bee

HORATIO  – At the 
urging of her family and 
supporters, State Represen-
tative DeAnn Vaught an-
nounced last week that she 
will seek another term in 
the Arkansas House of Rep-
resentatives. Serving since 
2015, Vaught has become 
known as one of the most 
passionate voices at the 
Capitol, particularly when 
it comes to advocating for 
rural Arkansas. 

She said that her experi-
ence and strong voice have 

been instrumental in low-
ering the tax burden on ev-
ery single Arkansan while 
slowing the out of control 
growth of state government.  

“I work hard to fight for 
our way of life, our right 
to farm, our 2nd Amend-
ment rights, protecting un-
born children, and bringing 
awareness to mental health 
issues and child abuse,” 
said Vaught about her pri-
orities.

Vaught represents Dis-
trict 4, which includes parts 
of Howard, Sevier and Lit-
tle River Counties.  She 
said she  has worked hard 
with local leaders to con-
tinue efforts for job growth 
and economic develop-

ment. Since her first elec-
tion, Arkansas is among 
the leaders in the country in 
wage growth and is enjoy-
ing the highest employment 
numbers in state history.

She said that the agri-
culture community is close 
to her  heart. “District 4 is 
full of amazing farmers 
who care for their livestock 
and the environment, they 
do not need more red tape 
keeping them from doing 
what they love, and we all 
need them to keep feeding 
the world!”

She said that due to her 
time and experience with-
in the legislature, she is a 
strong leader in the House. 
She is vice-chair of Exec-

utive Audit and currently 
serves on the Education 
Committee, Insurance & 
Commerce, House Man-
agement, and House Rules.  

Mayor Jeff Brown (top) and Police Chief Scott Simmons, 
both received awards from De Queen Schools Superin-
tendent Jason Sanders at the council meeting held on 
Aug. 20. Bee photos/Jessie Smith

DeAnn Vaught

VAUGHT: Continued on Page A5

UA Cossatot’s first 
PTA Class graduates

LEOPARDS: Continued on Page A3

UA Cossatot’s first PTA class graduating on Aug. 9, 
2019. A pinning ceremony was held for the PTA gradu-
ates at the UA Cossatot Ashdown Campus. From left to 
right (first row): Kyle Duncan and Adam Bailey;  (sec-
ond row):  Jeanne Spain, Katy Worrell, Kylie Bowens, 
and Mandy Mote.

Special to the Bee

On Friday, Aug. 9, a pinning ceremony was held 
at UA Cossatot’s Ashdown Campus for the 2019 
PTA Class. UA Cossatot launched its Physical 
Therapist Assistant Program last year, and now, 

six students have graduated from the program.
The Pinning Ceremony took place in the Barbara Horn 

Civic Center. The six students who received pins at the cer-
emony include Adam Bailey of Murfreesboro; Kylie Bow-
ens of De Queen; Kyle Duncan of Ashdown; Mandy Mote 

PTA: Continued on Page A3


