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C
losures and 
cancellations 
are sweeping 
the community 

and state as COVID-19 
has taken root in Ar-
kansas. Governor Asa 
Hutchinson, on Sun-
day afternoon, said in a 
press conference that all 
Arkansas schools will 
close by Tuesday, March 
17 and stay closed until 
March 30, to prevent the 
spread of the coronavi-
rus. 

He said that there are 
a total of 16 cases in 
Arkansas with none yet 
reported in Sevier Coun-
ty. Hutchinson said that 
schools can choose to 
stay open on Monday but 
are required to be closed 

by Tuesday. 
After the governor’s 

announcement, De 
Queen School District 
announced on social 
media that they would 
be closed from Mon-
day, March 16 through 
Friday, March 27. They 
said classes will resume 
on March 30 unless 
they’re told otherwise. 
They also reported that 
there will be no registra-
tion for school or parent/
teacher conferences, and 
that district and campus 
offices will be open this 
week on Monday and 
Tuesday. 

The situation escalat-
ed quickly as District Su-
perintendent Jason Sand-
ers had sent out a press 
release on Friday stating 
that they would

Special to the Bee

S
evier County Judge Greg Ray said Mon-
day, in response to the health concerns 
surrounding he coronavirus pandemic, he 
was asking citizens to limit their visits to 

the Sevier County courthouse whenever possible. 
“Many items of business can be conducted by 

telephone, he wrote in a press release. He listed the 
following numbers residents can call to get help 
with county business. 
County Judge 870-642-2425
County Clerk 870-642-2852
Circuit Clerk 870-584-3055
Tax Assessor 870-584-3182
Tax Collector 870-642-2127
Treasurer 870-642-2358
Juvenile Intake 870-642-5481
County Road Department 870-642-2425
Solid Waste Department 870-832-4273
9-1-1 Addressing (Non-emergency) 870-642-
4292
Veterans Service Office 870-642-6622
District Court 870-584-7311
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Victor Martin
Attorney At LAw

420 N. Main St. • Nashville, AR
Phone: 870-845-5256

victormartinattorney.com

• Child Custody
• Divorce
• Guardianship
• Adoption

• Probate
• Property/Deeds
• Wills
• Criminal
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www.dequeenchryslerdodgejeep.com | 870-642-3604
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De Queen Auto Group

BODY SHOP

PJ MINOR, 
     BODY SHOP MANAGER

• Repairs on All Makes 
  and Models
• All Insurance Claims 
  Accepted
• New State of the 
  Art Equipment

JACK WRAY’S BODY SHOP

We Treat You Better 

Than Anyone!

     Fast A-1 Quality Work
     Glass • Frame • Paint
              Insurance

870- 642- 8911
812 N. Bennet t  •  De Queen, AR 71832
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Governor shuts down all Arkansas schools for two-week period; 
programs throughout the local area are cancelled as well

By Marty Bachman
editor@

dequeenbee.com

D
r. Randy 
Walker’s med-
ical offices are 
e x p a n d i n g 

to include the new De 
Queen school’s on-cam-
pus Leopard Care Clinic 
at 235 S. Treating Plant 
Road. The school-based 
clinic will allow them 
to evaluate and treat pa-
tients for acute or chron-
ic health issues in an 
attempt to decrease ab-
senteeism and improve 
academic performance. 

The clinic will be 
open to students and em-
ployees of the district 
and will provide a range 

of medical services in-
cluding athletic phys-
icals, immunizations, 
allergy shots, bus driver 
physicals, lab testing and 
chronic disease manage-
ment. 

“We’ll do sick visits 
on the same day,” Walk-
er said. “It will be easi-
ly accessible to students 
and staff.”

De Queen School 
Superintendent Jason 
Sanders said that they 
are looking at covering 
2,300 students as well 
as faculty and support 
staff associated with the 
schools beginning next 
school year. The clinic 
has a proposed start date 
of August 1. 

“It’s a win, win for 
us locally because Dr. 
Walker’s office has of

County judge asks residents 
to limit courthouse visits 

when possible

2020 spring officers are elected 
to serve in Collegiate FFA

Scholarship recipients (from left to right): John Hardin, Will McAlister, Lin-
dy Price, Brennen Seymour, Kinley Wright, Kirsten Nicholas, Kelsey Russell, 
and Codie Jamison, Scholarship recipients not pictured: Dusty Kesterson and 
Courtney Vaught. Photos special to the Bee

Officers (from left to right): John Hardin, Lindy Price, Codie Jamison, Kinley 
Wright, Kelsey Russell.
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U
A Cossa-
tot’s Colle-
giate FFA 
organization 

announced the spring 
2020 FFA officers. These 
officers will serve for a 
term of one semester and 
be active leaders in UA 
Cossatot’s FFA.

The officers include 
President Codie Jami-
son, Vice-president John 
Hardin, Secretary Kinley 
Wright, Treasurer Lin-
dy Price, and Reporter 
Kelsey Russell.

UA Cossatot’s FFA 
student organization 
gives students who are 
interested in agriculture 
the chance to learn about 
opportunities in this field 
while also learning skills 
in leadership, communi-
cation, and networking. 
Building friendships and 
scholarship opportuni-
ties are other benefits of 
being in UA Cossatot’s 
Collegiate FFA as well.

This spring, UA Cos-
satot’s FFA will be host-
ing the annual plant sale 
in the greenhouse on the 
De Queen campus. The 
plant sale provides an af-
fordable resource for lo-
cal producers to acquire 
a variety of plants for 
their spring gardens. Stu-
dents learn to grow and 
care for the plants, and 
they also obtain valuable 
customer service skills 
while interacting with 
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Dr. Randy Walker to open 

Leopard Clinic on 

De Queen school campus
Site will serve students, faculty and staff

Dr. Randy Walker (left) and De Queen Schools Su-
perintendent Jason Sanders announced the new 
Leopard Care Clinic opening on campus to serve 
students, faculty and staff. 
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W
i t h 
e v e n t s 
and pol-
i c i e s 

literally changing by 
the hour, as you see 
on these pages, we are 
all continuing to learn 
new details about the 
virus threat that is 
moving through the 
world at such a rapid 
pace.

COVID-19 

and your 

De Queen Bee

Tom Byrd, Publisher
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County libraries are closed, 

court cases are rescheduled

A 
m e e t i n g 
was held at 
the Memo-
rial Baptist 

Church on Monday, to 
discuss making food 
available for at risk 
students in De Queen 
during school closure. 
According to radio sta-
tion Ed88, the program 
to provide grab and go 
sack lunches will be-
gin Tuesday, March 
17 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the De Queen Fire 

Free lunches 

for school 

children 18 

and under 

at the 

De Queen 

Fire Station
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